
In-person learning vs. Henrico Virtual Academy
Most students will attend school in person in the 2021-22 school year. For some, however, virtual learning 
offers the flexibility, individualized environment and focus to excel. That’s why Henrico County Public 
Schools is creating the Henrico Virtual Academy, or HVA, a fully online school for K-12 students that will 
debut for the 2021-22 school year.

How will the virtual academy compare to a traditional in-person school?

Virtual Academy
Henrico

In-person school (most students) Henrico Virtual Academy

Environment
Most students will attend school in person in 
2021-22. Students travel to a physical campus five 
days a week. The most current health and safety 
guidelines will remain firmly in place at all pre-K, 
elementary, middle and high schools (subject to 
updates based on health conditions).

Staffing
Full-time administrators, faculty and staff located 
on school campuses.

Instruction
Students attend classes in person while also 
engaging in work on their own outside of class 
time. Employees and students may still be 
physically distanced and need to wear masks 
while indoors.

Courses
In-person elementary students attend classes that 
include a wide variety of foundational subject 
matter. Secondary students (middle and high 
schools) have required subject courses and select 
from courses available at the school.

Options include:
· Accelerated courses.
· Honors courses.
· High school Advanced Placement courses.
· Electives.
· World language courses.
· Career and technical education courses.
· Arts courses.

Environment
All-virtual campus and classes, five days a week. 
School includes grades K-12. Classmates may 
reside anywhere throughout Henrico County. 
Teachers are likely to not be from your “home” 
school. Like an in-person school, the HVA will
adopt school colors, a mascot and other 
traditional elements.

Staffing
Full-time administrators and staff. Faculty consists 
of licensed HCPS teachers who have excelled in a 
virtual environment.

Instruction
Students attend classes virtually using a mix of 
synchronous (teacher-led) and asynchronous 
(independent) learning.

Courses
Elementary students attending the HVA will have 
access to the same courses as in-person students. 
Secondary students (middle and high schools) 
have required subject courses and select from an 
amended list of course offerings. 

Options include:
· Accelerated courses.
· Select honors courses.
· High school Advanced Placement courses.
· Electives.
· World language courses.
· Career and technical education courses     
  (some CTE courses taught in person).
· Arts courses.
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Virtual Academy
Henrico

In-person school (most students) Henrico Virtual Academy

Specialty centers and programs
Students who are accepted and choose to enroll 
in the Gifted Young Scholars Academy at  
L. Douglas Wilder Middle School, an International 
Baccalaureate program or a high school specialty 
center (including ACE Centers) attend those 
centers in person.

Co-curricular and extracurricular activities
Students participate in middle school athletics 
or Virginia High School League activities and 
athletics through the school. In-person clubs, 
band and other activities resume as well.

Student support
Student support and wellness services include 
comprehensive school counseling services, 
school psychological services, school social work 
services, behavior support and extended learning 
opportunities.

Family engagement
Regular in-person events, such as spirit nights, 
festivals and guest speakers are prevalent and 
vary by school. Many schools have Parent Teacher 
Associations and engagement events conducted 
by principals and administrations.

Enrolling and returning to school
Students are automatically considered  
“in-person” learners unless they apply to HVA. 
Most schools’ student populations draw from the 
neighborhoods “zoned” to attend the school.
Students new to HCPS complete a one-time 
enrollment process.

Specialty centers and programs
Henrico Virtual Academy is distinct from HCPS 
specialty centers. HVA students always have the 
option to apply to specialized centers via the 
regular application process. However, students 
who are accepted and enroll in the Gifted
Young Scholars Academy at L. Douglas Wilder 
Middle School, an International Baccalaureate 
program or a high school specialty center 
(including ACE Centers) will attend those centers 
in person.

Co-curricular and extracurricular activities
HVA students participate in middle school 
athletics or Virginia High School League activities 
and athletics through their zoned school. Clubs 
and other activities conducted online. Time will 
be built into the schedule to enable students 
to participate in clubs as a way to foster social 
interactions and connections.

Student support
Students will have access to the same student 
support and wellness services as those attending 
school in person.

Family engagement
Virtual and in-person events will include spirit 
nights, online and recorded information sessions 
and guest speakers. The HVA will have a Parent 
Teacher Association, and parent and student 
advisory councils. There will be regular “principal’s 
coffees” to ask questions and provide feedback. 

Enrolling and returning to school
Students are from anywhere in Henrico County. 
Students apply to attend after completing an 
Online Learning Reflection Tool to see if virtual 
learning is the best choice. Students commit  
to attend the HVA for the entire 2021-22  
school year.
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