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2021-2022 Pre-/Post-Labor Day Calendar Survey Results 

 

A survey was conducted from May 20 – June 3, 2020 to collect feedback from students, families, and 

staff on two school calendar options for the 2021-2022 school year.  Both calendar options have 180 

student days, 191 teacher days, and similar holidays. The difference is in the start date and the end date. 

The two proposed calendar options are:  

Calendar Option A (pre-Labor Day start) - School would begin on Monday, Aug. 23, 2021. School 

would end on Friday, June 3, 2022. 

 
Calendar Option B (traditional post-Labor Day start) - School would begin on Wednesday, Sept. 

8, 2021. School would end on Friday, June 17, 2022.   

 
The following table shows the counts by calendar option preference.  There were a total of 13,803 

responses with 51.4% (n=7,090) preferring Option B and 48.6% (n=6,713) preferring Option A. 
 

Response 20% 50% 100% Count 
Option B  7,090 
Option  A   6,713 

Total Responses 13,803 
 

The survey also provided an opportunity to leave feedback on the question, “Are there any 

comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board related to your calendar 

preference?” There were a total of 2,375 comments (1,162 under Option A, 1,223) under Option B.  

Responses were coded into themes until saturation. Saturation indicates the point at which no new themes 

emerge from the data.  

 

The most prevalent themes (seen >10 times) are listed below.  The complete list of themes can be found 

in the Appendix. 

 

Themes 

• Like Option B, starting after Labor Day (n=732) 

• Prefer year round school (n=314)  

• Align division calendar with other school divisions (n=287) 

• General comments that were not about the calendars (n=168) 
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2021-2022 Pre-/Post-Labor Day Calendar Survey Results 

• Starting pre-Labor Day is better suited for Advanced Placement (AP) and Standards of Learning 

(SOL) testing (n=147) 

• Like Option A, starting before Labor Day (n=137) 

• Pre-Labor Day start will interfere with vacation plans the end of August (n=68) 

• Would like to start earlier than proposed and end before Memorial Day (n=47) 

• Suggested revisions to clerical days, half days, spring break, and teacher work week (n=30) 

• Start the school year the week prior to Labor Day (n=18) 

• Starting before Labor Day works well with the start of fall sports (n=16) 

• Have a gradual change, 2021-22 one week earlier and then following years two weeks earlier (n=14) 

• Review the religious considerations impacted by each of the options (n=12) 

• Like both options, do not care one way or the other (n=10) 

 

Themes pertaining to the 2020 - 2021 calendar  

• Exercise caution in re-opening due to pandemic (n=117) 

• General comments about 2020-2021 (n=69) 

• Get students back into the schools (n=25) 

• Need to finish all the building renovations prior to going back (n=22) 

• COVID concerns (n=18) 

• Have a “Virtual Fall” for fall 2020 (n=18) 

• Adjust time in school due to the interrupted schedule this year (n=17) 

• Need to make up the time lost this past spring (n=13) 

• No virtual classes in fall 2020 (they do not work) (n=10) 

• Need more virtual classes in Fall 2020 (n=10) 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
The pre Labor Day really messes with families that either vacation over Labor Day, and those that have 
college age students that start at the end of August.  And it just seems like option A is really cutting the 
summer short for those students that even work until Labor Day weekend.  Labor Day is like the end of 
summer, and if you start before then, you are taking that away from many families. 
I am concerned that there is already a significant amount of change that we will be facing in the coming 
year, and would like to postpone consideration of any other significant changes until we are more stable. I 
also have concerns about students attending school when it is very, very hot. Even if they are able to all be 
on climate controlled buses, they will be limited in their ability to get outside and move their bodies. This 
seems like a very difficult way to start the school year. 
Get them out earlier! 
School air conditioning is not suitable to manage 100-degree days very well.  Starting school any earlier 
than September would result in higher utility bills, and the potential for schools having to unexpectedly 
close early due to extreme temperatures.  No overall benefit to starting the school year earlier. 
Appreciate all the work everyone is doing 
Keep the schedule as it has been.   You will create more issues by changing it. 
No need to change unless year round school schedule is being considered 
Thank you for considering stakeholder opinions! 
If it’s not broke don’t fix it!! Post-Labor Day start is the best option because most people take their 
vacations in August right before the holiday. 
I had to choose an option to submit the survey, but I do not prefer any of the two options.   Why isn't there 
an option to begin school on 8/30/21 instead of beginning 2 weeks prior to Labor Day?  Beginning school on 
the Wednesday following Labor Day;  what happened to beginning school on the Tuesday after Labor Day? 
Due to the pandemic, and noting that there's no real downside to sticking to the traditional calendar, I vote 
for Option B. Giving us one more week to get this virus to settle down and make necessary adjustments to 
the school environment seems like a good option. This doesn't seem like the right summer to shorten. 
Would mirror college 
Please consider a year-round option.  Disappointed that was taken off the table. 
The increased instructional time before standardized testing, including SOLs and AP exams, would 
remove a disadvantage that Henrico students have had. 
Why change something that has worked for years with schools starting after Labor Day!!! Leave it the same. 
Although it is not under consideration any longer this year, I think year round school should be considered 
for next school year. (2022-2023) In my opinion, it offers the best solution for students to avoid the 
"summer slump". 
Due to corona virus concerns the post Labor Day start would be a good option. 
Students need more time before AP exams and SOLs.  They are at a disadvantage to other students who 
start earlier and have more instruction time for these tests. 
I wish this change was made years and years ago when my oldest children were in school. They all went to 
Saturday sessions during the spring to play catch up for their upcoming AP and IB exams. It always 
surprised me that education was not a higher priority than workers/business over Labor Day weekend. It is 
time for this change now that the Kings Dominion Law was finally killed. 
Why change a good thing? Been working great for many, many years. 
Keep it the way it is because a lot of families are used to the traditional way. People use the end of August 
as time to get last minute school stuff, make baby sitter arrangements, last summer vacations etc. no need 
to rush them back. I have enjoyed my time home schooling my kids since this pandemic. 
School starting before Labor Day is way overdue.  The school year would line up with testing at the end of 
the year and shorten the time spent with students after testing is done - and so are the students and 
teachers.  By August families and teachers are ready to go back. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Neither!!! Why can't you understand that the impact of the change is felt by the shortening of the summer 
by a full two weeks? As in if we choose Option A, we have lost two weeks of summer because we will 
still get out mid-June in 2021 but will start two weeks earlier. This could easily be mitigated by starting 
August 30th and only losing one week, then having a nice three-day weekend to decompress after the first 
week and continue with school. Then in 2022 move to the full implementation of Aug. 22nd, 2022. Why 
did the board decide that the only two choices would have a significant variance of two weeks??? 
Aligns better with private schools and institutions of higher learning when families have children in 
multiple stages of education; much of the post-testing period (post-AP exams, SOLs, etc.) seems to be just 
passing time until mid-June. 
Henrico, Richmond, Chesterfield, and Hanover is the only system that starts after Labor Day. I feel like 
they should start in August like the other school systems in Virginia.  I think keeping the students until 
June 17 is way too long.  Each school system is different but should be the same when returning back to 
school and getting out for the summer. No More Kings Dominion Law.  Education first !!!!!!! 
No reason valid enough for the change. Leave it as it is. Works fine that way. 
I wish the full calendar year option could have been voted on by the families of Henrico students. This is 
an option we would have hands down voted for. 
We need to stop trying to change everything all the time.....sometimes, we need to leave good enough 
alone, and this is one of those cases. 
I was a bit unsure why religious holidays that were scheduled in Option B were not in Option A and what 
that has to do with starting before Labor Day? Why are the days not equally important as there are still the 
same days for the school year required. 
I chose this option because it gives parents more time to prepare for school and also school buses do not 
provide air conditioning and August is a very hot month. 
Option A is more aligned with other school districts in the state as well as private and universities which 
makes planning for summer activities easier.  Also, having school start after labor makes for a very long 
August when a lot of summer camps have already ended. 
I am a parent with children at Greenwood elementary. My personal preference would be traditional post-
Labor Day start because it makes it more difficult for my job for the beginning of school to be before 
Randolph-Macon College starts classes. However, it would cause problems with my day care if the 
Hanover and the Henrico school systems select different start and end options. I would recommend that 
Hanover and Henrico consult with each other on agreeing to do the same option. That is more important to 
me than which option is chosen. 
Summer camps ends the first or second week in August. This would be more helpful for parents if school 
started earlier. 
I prefer this option because it provides more preparation for AP Exams. In addition, with the current 
schedule of SOLs, it is unfortunate but most learning ends at the SOL. My hope is that the pre- Labor Day 
calendar will have SOLs scheduled closer to the end of the school year so that learning continues from the 
start to the end of the school year. 
I much prefer the early start and early end calendar. So little effective instruction actually happens in June. 
Long school days would be nice, too. 
Having summer break last into September allows for taking vacation during off peak periods which are 
lower cost and less crowded. Why start school for a week and then have a holiday. Doesn’t make sense. 
I would prefer the year round option to be put back. That would be much better for kids and working 
parents. 
I'd like to know why the year round school option was taken off the table.  Given the circumstances we are 
currently in I would assume year round could be a benefit to all students. 
Weather is much more tolerable in June than August so starting later allows for more time home during 
the heat. I am a huge fan of year-round school as it allows for better breaks throughout the year for family 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
travel, mental breaks year-round but also learning year round. (I could go on and on but this isn't the 
place). I think we should avoid changing the schedule until we get to a place where we can do year-round 
school. It will take time to switch and adapt - better to do that once versus multiple times. 
The one-time adjustment of losing August summer vacation weeks is detrimental to staff and students.  
Keep traditions as they are.    
Some families are looking forward to an actual summer vacation and the first option would interfere with 
that should the quarantine be fully lifted. 
Weather in June is always better than the unknown weather (hurricanes) at the end of August. 
Considering the fact that Covid-19 is still spreading and the children had no control over this pandemic, 
school should start on the traditional schedule. 
Do not start before Labor Day. 
It would be nice to have all area county schools on the same schedule as many of us live and work in 
different counties. 
Please do not start before Labor Day!  It’s hard enough to get the kids to focus and (get) things like 
computers and lockers handed out those first few weeks back after summer break.  If the plan is to give 
them the Friday before and Labor Day Monday off, it may hinder those first almost two weeks of getting 
some type of routine down.  We’ve always started after Labor Day and it works.  Not sure why now 
Henrico County feels it needs to change?  I just hope they decide to stick with the after Labor Day start. 
With the current Covid pandemic, I think it's important to keep 2021-22 school year as normal as possible. 
We still don't know what this UPCOMING year is going to be like. Will we start school on time? Will we 
complete a full 180-day school year without interruptions? Summer will look different for many of our 
families this year and I think it's best if we keep the summer of 2021 similar to what families are used to. 
Families want a sense of normalcy and if the county can give them one thing, we can keep the school 
calendar the same. Once this pandemic is officially over, we can then begin to look at changing the school 
calendar. 
Pre-labor start will have the advantages that you have shared as well as reducing the time in school 
AFTER end-of-year standardized testing (whether IB, AP or SOL). Eliminating that "dead time" will make 
life much better for teachers, students and families. 
Calendar A has teachers coming back very early in the summer since they require a one-week teacher 
work week.  If this calendar is chosen maybe consider a shortened teacher work week and streamline 
trainings to online virtual options so that time is used just to set up rooms and prep for student instruction.  
Or push it back so it is just a week before Labor start for students.  Calendar B also allows families to 
vacation in August where weeks are less expensive whereas Calendar A eliminates that option, especially 
in the summer of 2021 where we end school on June 18 and would be back at school mid-August.  This 
leaves only the most expensive weeks to vacation. 
Instruction has been met in the traditional post Labor Day start and is my family's preferred calendar. 
I think sticking to the traditional after Labor Day start mainly because a lot of families already have 
vacations planned and things have been hard due to quarantine and I think we need to keep what’s already 
in place in place instead of in stating new changes in a world that has been nothing but change after 
change. 
Follows many other states. 
Follows weather of having last 2 weeks of school being in June seeming like kids should be on summer 
break (which their brains already are). 
I think the students have been rattled enough by the events over the last 2 months. Let them feel the 
normalcy of a typical full summer and a return to school in September. 
When school starts the day after Labor Day it gives a sense of celebration for that weekend being right 
before school. The kids know they start whatever the date is after Labor Day.  Also it's still so hot 
sometimes even in September…starting earlier is even going to add that much more.  As a bus driver for 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Henrico I feel like we should keep with tradition and start the day after Labor Day.  Also, with meetings 2 
weeks before school starts, starting school a week earlier could affect people's annual vacations! 
What is more relevant about option A is the END of school date of June 3. I think there is very little 
learning that happens by the end of May/after Memorial Day. Kids (and parents and teachers!) are 
mentally done at this point! The private schools operate on this school calendar schedule for this reason 
and it is much more effective. 
So many things changing & unstable right now, let's give the kids predictability. Thanks. 
Pre- Labor Day start gives the students more time to be better prepared for National tests, such as AP 
exams, SAT and ACT exams. We need to do what is best for the students, not what is wanted by the travel 
industry. 
Would be great if there were regional consensus. Chesterfield is likely to approve a similar (pre-Labor 
Day) calendar. Post-testing instruction in schools has been getting worse for the past 5-10 years, making it hard 
for parents/families to support. Our (very academic) teens ask us (every June), "Why do I have to go? It's not 
like we are learning anything. We have been watching The Sandlot/Moana/Remember the Titans/etc. for the 
last three classes . . ." This would effectively eliminate the bogus version of school in June. 
More time for AP and same schedule with other state schools and university. 
Some people may have fixed time shares in August. Post Labor Day start allows us to have a couple weeks 
of lighter tourist busy vacation time at end of August. 
Why change what is working? 
Short summer will impact in a short summer school. 
With IB and AP classes, Henrico students are at a disadvantage because most schools across the nation 
start in some cases 3 or 4 weeks earlier than Henrico.  The teachers end up cramming it in.  In addition, 
these tests are admitted early-mid May and the students do not do a lot more for a month.  It would be 
beneficial to start earlier. 
 

In addition, August is a long month with few camps or other activities to keep the students busy.  By 
Memorial Day, the students are dying to get out of school leaving the current additional few weeks pretty 
much busy work or fun activities.  Come August they are bored.  Many of the older students are back in 
the beginning of August anyway for sports, band, etc. 
 

I do not know many people heading for Kings Dominion or Bush Gardens.  Places like those open in the 
spring and people are tired of them by mid-August.  Also, their employees are typically not local or even 
high school students, rather brought in the for summer.  This is also true at beaches.   
 

Thank you! 
I really choose all year schooling though. 
Kids have missed so much school...and until vaccine...will probably miss more in fall.  Need to get started 
early. 
I think that this option will work better for families that depend on daycare. Also, the country and most 
jobs are built around a post Labor Day start to school which affects family vacations. 
Would want to make sure child care for the summer would be available starting at the end of the earlier 
date. School would need to coordinate with YMCA and other camps to make sure they're prepared to start 
earlier, or parents will be left without childcare for an extra week or two. 
From an equity standpoint, starting earlier allows more time for students to prepare for AP and IB courses 
as it aligns with what many other states are already doing.  While the first summer is cut short, the post 
winter-break burnout is shorter giving more time at the beginning of the year to capitalize on teacher and 
student motivation at the beginning of the year.  Furthermore, it moves up the end of the first semester so 
should there be extended time off for snow, it does not occur right at the end of a semester but instead at 
the beginning of one. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Let's do this pre-Labor Day start! So many other schools do this and lining up with more colleges/other 
school systems would be FANTASTIC! I love that our students would be getting out in early June. 
I feel like the first few weeks of school are a review of some of the concepts of the previous year.  I like 
the students getting this refresher before Labor Day and then coming back after Labor Day to begin 
focusing on new material.  I think it is a much better plan. 
I would like for Henrico County to explore an extended school year in the future and share with families 
the research results from districts that have this in place. Thank you! 
I believe an earlier start date is more in line with other student activities including camps.  I have always found 
that towards mid to late August there is too much downtime for kids without options for camps or other 
activities.  I also find that our friends and family around the country and world start school earlier and end 
earlier in June. Summer vacations and other events will be easier to plan around Calendar option A. 
I like the traditional calendar. 
A lot of vacations occur in late August - changing the start date would interfere with those. 
I had hoped one of the options would have had the students beginning Monday Aug. 30th, and teachers 
beginning Monday Aug. 23rd.  Teachers beginning in the middle of Aug. is just too early. 
From an economic standpoint, there are very few summer camps available that last week, so it would be 
ideal to start earlier. In addition, I would just like an earlier start to summer break as it seems my children 
are doing busy work post Memorial Day anyways -- everyone is ready for a break. 
Absolutely not as many families are still vacationing that week. 
It makes sense to have instruction time that better aligns with AP testing and SOLs. 
Not in terms of preference. Hoping extended calendar/year around school will be put back on the table in 
the near future. As a parent, I had no idea this option was even on the table for consideration or why it was 
removed. 
I'd like the extended-year option back on the table ASAP. 
Completing the new HS's is really important for those students and should be a top priority for the HCPS.  
They deserve those new facilities. 
I think virtual learning should have always been an option and especially for kids that have ADHD.  
Lesson should be prerecorded for the week so that students can go back if they miss something or don't 
understand. Teachers and tutoring sessions are not always convenient. Henrico county should also have 
free homework help available at every library like the city once had. 
No, but strongly suggest that the school board revisit all year round school for students as soon as they 
have the opportunity. Many thanks, 
This option allows our family more time together during the warmer months of the year and after many 
families have gone back to school. We are able to afford vacations that wouldn't be possible. If we follow 
Option A we are now traveling and attempting to use the same schedule as the rest of the East Coast which 
does not align with my family. 
I wish you had not eliminated the option for a continuous school year.  I thought the calendar was well 
thought out and a good option especially given the inevitable school closures due to COVID-19.  I support, 
however, Calendar A to start school prior to Labor Day.  As the parent of a high school student, I know 
how important it is to complete coursework prior to May so students are ready for end of year testing (AP, 
SOL and Final Exams).  The time between the end of SOL testing and the end of the school year is busy 
work for the students.  It would be better to spread out the fun activities typically done at the end of the 
year throughout the school year so they do not happen at the same time for families.  Resist the political 
pressure to keep the calendar the same and switch the calendar to a pre-Labor Day schedule because it is 
the right thing to do for students. 
I work in a neighboring division and it will have a drastic impact on my family if all neighboring divisions 
do not have the same start and end date.   
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
In addition to the above, as an educator changing the end date will have a negative impact on the SOL 
retake window as the state likely will keep the current window offerings for testing, which do not open 
until the second week of May. 
More in line with other school districts, many other states  (in case of moves) and fall extra-curricular 
activities, and will help with extra instruction before testing. 
I'm disappointed you aren't considering year-round school yet. That needs to be the next step. 
Why does HCPS need to be like everyone else and start early?  If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!  HCPS has 
been doing just fine for years under Option B and if you plan on starting early buses need air conditioning; 
just my opinion! 
There are too many families that have vacations scheduled for that last week of August. If the start of 
school is before Labor Day, all those vacations are ruined and to go in June/July prices are outrageous! 
If you choose to begin school prior to Labor Day, you cannot take two weeks away from summer; that 
would not be right. 
There don't seem to be any real differences in when the 9 weeks begin and end, even with an earlier start 
date, which doesn't make a lot of sense since there are no additional days off (except 9/4) in Option A.  I 
think kids with summer jobs would be more attractive to employers if they can work through Labor Day. 
This change is long overdue.  Most all jurisdictions in the country have a pre- Labor Day start.  The kids 
are ready to go back in August.  For households that have two working parents, childcare is always a 
challenge during the last two weeks of August.  Typically, babysitters for the elementary school students 
are college students.  When they return to school in mid-August, parents have to scramble until after Labor 
Day. Lastly, students and school staff are always ready to get out of school after Memorial Day. Dragging 
the year out until late September results in a lot of unproductive activities.  Please make the change to a 
Pre-Labor Day start! 
I believe it was premature to drop Option C, "Year round" schooling.  The year round option would have 
been extremely advantageous considering the current pandemic.  If we needed to be out of school for an 
extended amount of time, a single quarter could be sacrificed instead of a quarter and a half as happened 
with this year.  Students would have less academic regression due to the shorter summer break.  Kids who 
depend on schools for meals would go less time with food insecurity.  Kids who need consistent adults and 
routine will be more stable overall.  The breaks between quarters allow for recuperation for faculty and 
students in a meaningful way.  Three day weekends are barely breathers. 
This will make long-term summer childcare easier, August is always so hard because camps end and 
college students leave. 
I would think it is better to give another 20 days for Covid19 cure. 
Henrico has already taken away so much family time, they need to keep things the way they are. Many 
families help their college students move back the week that school would start. It is also when vacation 
rates go down. In this economy it may be the only way families can take a vacation. It also puts rising 
seniors at a disadvantage. Some of these kids only work during the summer and use that money to save for 
college. Henrico needs to go back to doing what is best for students instead of accommodating those 
parents that are using schools as daycare. 
Personally, I really like Calendar A because it's more closely tied to both private K12 schools in the 
Richmond region as well as colleges/universities. For families with kids (or extended family) in multiple 
systems, this is extremely helpful. 
After the changed summer we will have this year because of the world wide pandemic, changing the 
following summer (and talking about it now, when people are overwhelmed with feelings of too much 
change) is not conducive. 
Family vacation booked a year ago for week of August 23rd, 2020. 
The earlier start date is a must if we are to give our students the same educational opportunities as students 
in other localities to be prepared for AP, SOL, and other end of year tests. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
We should not be so quick to open when there is still a pandemic in place. What are the plans for 
reopening as far as the setting is concerned? 
I honestly do not care which calendar is decided on AS LONG AS THE OTHER LOCAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS ARE ON A SIMILAR CALENDAR!  Teachers that have children in Chesterfield, Hanover 
or other nearby districts need their own children to be on the same schedule as Henrico.  PLEASE consider 
what other school districts are doing when deciding on a 21-22 calendar. Thank you. 
To reconsider the Option C that was purposed (year round schooling). I think it should've stayed as an 
option. Hear from the people based on survey, not what people say on social media about it. 
What is the online class alternative option to keep our kids safe during the pandemic? 
I prefer the post Labor Day start for all future school years. If the change has to be made to pre Labor Day, 
please do a phased approach over a couple years so one summer isn’t cut short by several weeks.  
Since sports are already reporting to school it makes sense to begin before Labor Day. 
I actually would prefer year round school over either of these options.  Given the COVID situation, I think 
it would be a better way of keeping kids on track rather than having an unnecessary three month break that 
leads to kids backsliding on all aspects of their education.  If not changing to this, I don't really think any 
change is needed. 
Let us continue to have schools start after Labor Day. In that way parents can spend the long weekend 
with kids before they go back to school 
I’m hopeful this the beginning step of discussions to move to year round school breaking after each 9 
weeks. 
This is clearly the better option. Please do what is right for our AP and IB students! 
Regardless of the start/end dates, what is the significance of having spring break in April? Can we please 
have a spring break closer to the middle of the post-holiday school year? If the early start is selected, 
students will have 3+ months of school (Jan-Mar) with only 1 full and 3 half days off and only 8 weeks of 
school after the April spring break with 3 full days off. 
Both plans sound great. One of the issues I would see with the pre-Labor Day start is complications for 
those children who have visitations with noncustodial parents and they share summer months. The child 
would have no vacation time to share with both parents. That, and the hassle of getting court dates and 
changes to court orders, along with interference with the parent's jobs and out of state travel to get to court. 
A lot of newfound family legal issues is at hand. (Just my opinion based off my situation). And how does 
the change affect the Kings Dominion Law, out of town summer camps, child care? I see a lot of sad kids 
in the making for summer of 2022. 
Would have preferred a year round schedule for the 21-22 school year — I wish that the county office 
hadn’t bowed to political pressures at the school board meeting and made a case in support of year round 
school. 
I appreciate the consistency with option B. It is helpful to know exactly when school will start from year to 
year. It makes planning well into the future much simpler. 
Post Labor Day.  Please consider working parents.  And the tremendous savings we enjoy on vacation 
rentals because of our late start. 
Growing up we always started school before Labor Day. It allowed students to get back into the rhythm of 
school and get all the paperwork out of the way. Now as a teacher who coaches fall sports, these kids and 
myself lose parts of our summer and we start before school does. It would allow fall athletes to enjoy a 
longer summer, but MUCH MORE importantly, it eliminated the dead two weeks at the end of the year. 
With state testing happening in May, it’s tough to keep students engaged so long afterwards. I feel as a 
teacher we would be able to maintain a high level of interest yearlong by ending closer to the end of May 
than mid-June. I’m 100% all for the earlier start. The only argument is vacation and August travel but after 
a year, it will be the new normal. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I think that some families will be canceling vacations during those August weeks and honestly the LESS 
change we have during a stressful and anxiety-ridden time the better. This isn't the time to make great 
changes to anything. Consistently helps to reduce anxiety and improve a feeling of control and calm. 
Please align your choice with surrounding counties. 
Against shortening next summer by 2 weeks in order to switch the calendar to Pre-Labor Day.  Not fair to 
students or staff 
I trust the School Board to choose the option which is best overall for all stakeholders.  Due to the fact that 
you are giving us notice of well over a year, our family can easily manage either of the proposed 
schedules.  Personally, we do slightly prefer Option A - one of my children is in high school and with all 
the AP classes, she would appreciate more time to prepare for the AP exams in the classroom.  Also, she is 
at Maggie Walker and I am hopeful this change will be made by them as well (but I understand that is a 
separate decision).  Thank you for considering this.  By the way, we would also be very open to year round 
school - after further conversations with the community.  Thank you for all that you do for ALL of our 
children. 
This is the worse year to introduce starting before, especially now in light of Covid. No one is going to 
have a normal summer and trips, etc. have been moved to next summer for many families. Teachers really 
do need all the summer days they can get to refuel and teach our children. Taking away days (even as a 
one-time deal) would negatively impact teachers. As a parent of a senior who has taken many AP exams, I 
can tell you that two extra weeks would not have benefited her at all. 
There have been too many changes for all of us lately; let's keep the school calendar the same for a while 
and give our students some consistency. Aug. 23 is way too early to start. 
Starting prior to Labor Day aligns more closely with private schools in the area as well as public and 
private schools outside of the Richmond area. The proposed start and end dates seem like a reasonable step 
now that the “Kings Dominion Law” waiver system has changed. Having grown up in the Richmond area, 
I have always thought it inane that school start dates were driven by Kings Dominion and Busch Gardens. 
Just my two cents. Thanks for considering! 
A pre-Labor start would be a disaster for Virginia families and the tourist industry due to traditional 
Virginia late August travel. It would also significantly impact the ability of teens to learn responsibility 
and earn income through summer jobs while also impacting those businesses and organizations that rely 
on such labor (for example local pools). This would in turn degrade decades of local traditions for little to 
no appreciable gain. 
Why isn't there an Option C which would have school start on MON 8/30 and end FRI 6/10.  It seems to 
be the ideal hedge that would push school pre Labor Day but without the 2-week extreme that would 
impact peoples current summer vacation schedules. Let’s kids get into the flow the first week and still 
provide a 4 day weekend for Labor Day and gain an extra week of instruction time. 
I think starting before Labor Day causes disruption to family vacation schedules, creates childcare issues 
for some families (unless enough childcare facilities begin after school programs earlier as well), and, 
honestly, I don't see the need for it, other than to mirror college and university schedules. 
For High Schools, Option A makes more sense because it closes the gap between the end of AP/IB/SOL 
testing and the last day of school; a better use of our time and less time for students to disengage and stay 
focused for courses that do not culminate in VA or standardized exams. Preserve our valuable instructional 
time! 
I chose option B because right now my son XXXX tested positive to the coronavirus on May 18, 2020. 
Not fond of opening sooner with no plans for keep students safe from virus. 
I really wish the year-round option was still on the table. A 10 to12 week long break away from formal 
education is too long and not all families can afford private classes/camps over the summer. Year-round 
school provides additional instructional time for AP/IB classes (2 additional weeks is not enough) and is 
more what life will be like after high school graduation; most Parents/Adults are not off for the summer 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
every year. This would make students more competitive on a national and global scale. A significant 
number of families live paycheck to paycheck, so they can't afford to go on vacations nor do they spend 
money on going to the local swimming pools. 
Most families already have planned and paid for vacations and by doing this it could cause financial 
hardships 
PLEASE pick this one! This makes the most sense for so many reasons. I truly hope this is the option 
chosen by the Board. Thank you! 
I’ve never had any complaints with calendar year. Changing it when our family has already acclimated our 
vacations would to me just be simply be unnecessary stress to us. 
I like the additional instructional time before AP exams. Personally,  I was happy about the year round 
school option, but Option A is my preference. 
Absolutely not to the pre-Labor Day start. You are interfering with vacations that are set up well in 
advance, sometimes those times are the only affordable options for families to take those vacations.  Why 
does the county feel it necessary to constantly tinker with things that work well enough?  Leave things as 
they are when there is nothing wrong with the current setup! 
If you are able to start school earlier, I would strongly recommend doing so. These kids have been out of a 
structured classroom too long as it is now, and the longer they are out the harder it will be to get a majority 
of the students back into a normal school routine. I would even recommend starting on August 23rd and 
ending on June 17th to help to get these students caught up. I understand that is a long year but in reality 
most students have done very little school work/learning since the middle of March. 
I like the post Labor Day start, though it is certainly more personal preference than a hard objective reason.  
We find that last week of August good for family vacations as some schools are going back early and this 
thins places out. 
It would be beneficial to have the extra instructional time before AP exams.  And align with the majority 
of other schools. 
None. I am home schooling my kids. It's crazy to send the kids back to school with the virus still going on. 
Henrico is one of the few school systems that does not start prior to Labor Day.  The after Labor Day start 
limits student summer camp options. 
The traditional start is not broken; therefore, I see no reason for the change. 
Please reconsider year round school. Thank You. 
Keep the current schedule; many families like to take advantage of late August vacation discounts. 
VERY interested in pursuing the extended school year calendar in the future!! 
Though calendar option A is my preference (to start school prior to Labor Day), I defer to teachers' 
preferences as they are most affected by this change. 
Please do not change. Keep post Labor Day start. 
I am from Georgia and we started before Labor Day so I like the idea of starting before Labor Day, but we 
also got out before Memorial Day.  Don't ruin two holidays.  Either start after Labor Day or get out before 
Memorial Day. 
Pre-Labor Day start puts strains on community pools/summer camps/family vacations.  Our family enjoys 
going to our pool each summer, and when you start the school year early, it cuts into the end of the 
summer-time swimming for families (there isn’t an option to open pools earlier since it's still chilly here in 
May).  Also makes staffing harder if high-school students have to return to school since they are typically 
the life-guards, etc. that staff the pools.  Also, many families enjoy end-of-summer vacations/trips before 
September rolls around. 
As an educator, I feel that the time before Labor Day allows for more routine practice and then a "head 
start" with testing, small groups, etc. We would still test at the same time and have less of an end of the 
year gap between. We would still accomplish those end of year routines/excitement but not for a couple 
weeks verses one month. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I would’ve voted for the extended year calendar as it helps with student’s ability to retain information. 
This option would have also provided better break options to avoid student and teacher burn out. 
More time for AP and IB classes.  More in line with other school districts for family gatherings. 
I believe the kids won’t focus as much if we start them still during summer time. 
I think that, given that we do not know what the 2020-2021 school year will bring, keeping the calendar 
the same for another year will be helpful for staff and students. Additionally, shortening the first "normal" 
summer since coronavirus may be challenging and frustrating for parents and teachers. 
Why is this even a question? It's long overdue that Henrico County should start school before Labor Day. 
I wish the board would have considered the plan c option for schooling. I think the year round option 
would have been better all around. 
Most of my feelings on this revolve around vacation trips and the weather, to be honest.  Many HCPS staff 
vacation at the end of August because rates are cheaper.  Going to the beach in early June is still cold, and 
in July everything is overcrowded and overpriced.  I work with preschool, so the testing window doesn't 
affect me other than limiting our recess time during the lovely month of May.  Recess in the blazing 
August sun is also not something I'm excited about. 
It makes sense to me to have public schools, prep schools and colleges all on the same basic schedule. I 
love the idea of year-round school, but since that's not an option I agree with option A and kudos to HCPS 
for being flexible and progressive in their decision-making. 
I think waiting gives the state enough time to go safely through the stages of re-opening. 
Option A is much better. 
The Students that have to work during the summer to get funds for school; this would work out better for 
them. Why should Virginia change? We should remain the same. This has been one of the neat things 
about Virginia, at least in the Richmond area. 
I would have preferred an extended school year as an option. 
School should start before Labor Day this year! 
It would be nice to start school year earlier and end earlier. 
Students have been out of school long enough. 
August is a very busy time for our family with traveling. This option B has always worked for our family. 
No changes please.  This has been working and with all that we have dealt with during the pandemic we 
don’t need to be shaking anything up any more for our students.  We need to keep things stable for them 
and normal.  No more traumatizing our kids and adding pressure to them or our teachers and staff.  Thank 
you! 
Pre-Labor Day is typically college move in date.  Starting school this week will interfere with family plans 
for getting college students off to a great start 
I don't see any reason to change what has been working.  A Post-Labor Day start to school will continue to 
allow working parents that want to take an end of the year vacation the opportunity to do so without losing 
an extra day off due to Memorial Day.  Moving that back two weeks will eliminate that possibility. 
I feel this is best for our students, aligns with many other states, and does not put students taking AP 
exams at a disadvantage. 
We have vacation scheduled. 
Private schools have a similar calendar and it’s been great. Even though they return before Labor Day, the 
summer seems longer with the earlier end. Would love to see this change. 
Option A gives working parents’ better opportunities for Summer childcare as it would align better with 
college schedules. As a military family coming from Arizona, Georgia and South Carolina where year 
round school is observed and school start dates reach into July, beginning early and having more flexible 
time off options throughout the school year works best for our family. 
Year round schooling should be reconsidered. 
Prefer to stay with traditional schedule. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
This is the best option ever. It just makes sense! 
"A". Long term positives outweigh the short term positives of "B". 
Providing masks, keeping the school cleaner, social distancing, plastic shields in certain places, gloves 
worn by all staff. 
This is better for families getting that last summer trip in. The best alternative would be to go to year round 
school. 
I would prefer plan B due vacation time already in place. Thanks. 
My son's father lives in Oregon, and our custody agreement says my son goes to visit him for an extended 
span of time during summer break.  Compressing the summer break would cause legal difficulties due to 
our custody arrangement. 
I actually was really excited about the year round option as well.  Sorry I didn't get my vote in for that in 
time. I think that if you want to move forward with a year round school, you need to show parents that 
there are child care, camps, etc. who will be on board with intersession care. 
My son was a member of the graduating class of 2020. This year, for the first time since 1996, I will not 
feel the First Day of School jitters of my child.  Or personally experience the angst of trying to email each 
and every teacher on my son’s schedule in order that WE both make a good first impression. But I will 
always feel an attachment to Henrico County Public Schools having one graduate from J.R. Tucker High 
School in 1999; one graduate from Mills Godwin High School in 2015; and a “Pandemic Graduate of 
2020,” also from Mills Godwin High School. I would like to see the School Board continue to keep the 
post-Labor Day start in light of the current, and truly serious, health issues that have impacted our school 
communities across the nation and, indeed, around the world. 
Having a special needs child, the earlier they can get back into their routine, the better.  Time lost is far 
worse on learning/retention for a child with disabilities than a typical peer.  Thank you. 
The pre Labor Day start is too similar to higher education schedules and would be difficult for staff and 
community members with children in multiple age ranges. 
As a parent of new fall of 2020 college freshman, who will be attending college out of state, it will help 
me during the 2021 school year with being able to get her settled back into her dorm for her sophomore 
year, as they move in during August, without having to worry about making sure my other children who 
will be in high school and elementary school are arriving to school on their appropriate start dates. 
Going to the beach for Labor Day weekend. We like to leave on the Thursday before Labor Day weekend. 
I think the majority of schools in the country start before Labor Day which means pros and cons. Pros are 
that things like overnight summer camps would be more accessible to HCPS students and family vacations 
with extended family would be easier with a pre-Labor Day start. 
If we can start high school football, marching band, cheerleading and other fall extracurriculars in August, 
it seems reasonable to start academics around the same time, too. Would prefer that we start school mid-
August and still end in mid-June to allow for more religious observances, but that's a longer conversation. 
Keep the same calendar year. Other states that start school in August normally get out at the end of May, 
not June. 
Give me more time to school shop. 
Prefer option A but why get out early? They need extra time as they’ve missed so much. 
With the COVID pandemic still an issue, I believe the traditional post-Labor Day start makes more sense. 
This is better aligned with higher ed institutions in Virginia (and nationwide, really) plus gets students out 
of school for more of the days of longer daylight.  However...YEAR ROUND SCHOOL WOULD BE 
BETTER STILL!!! 
In the future - you need to review and start discussion of a year-round school year. It is done with success 
in other parts of the world. Research has specially said “Students are ill equipped to return to school in 
September” - “summer brain” - thus no real learning can take place until 3-6 weeks into the school year - 
depending on the students. This effects EL & lower income students the most since they will typically 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
have less resources to complete meaningful work over the summer to keep their brain active.  Figure it out 
and start discussing it at your meetings so people know it’s coming. 
It would help AP Students. It would also make the semester end an ideal time of just before a long break, 
rather than have 3 weeks in January being part of Semester 1. 
I think students won't mind going back earlier due to this time missed due to COVID-19. 
Please consider all families that take vacation the last week of August as rates are cheaper. We have rented 
the same house for 6 years in OBX and will lose the house if we do not book the following year.  If it’s not 
broke, don't fix it! Growing up, school always started after Labor Day. Please do not make this change, if 
that happens I am sure hundreds of students would miss the first week of school! 
Option A would give extra time for any bad snow days that would be taken. 
Look at Goochland County calendar! Pre-Labor Day and NO HALF DAYS! It’s the best!! 
If there ever was a year to move to this sensible approach, this is it. 
Stick to existing pattern. And get more comfortable with Virus situation. 
I have had a timeshare since 1985.  My vacation times are set in stone.  I cannot change these dates.  
Option A will interfere in both of my only vacations that I have. 
This is such a good idea.  It will give teachers more time to prep for testing and hopefully avoid the 
malaise that sets in after Memorial Day.  I’m a big fan of year round school 😉😉, too. 
With this option, something needs to be done to accommodate for the extra week that teachers are teaching 
and essentially working during that week without pay. But I do prefer to start early, as a teacher and also 
for my children. 
Covid 19 will spike with so many children interacting. It’s May going into July and it's still spreading and 
people are still dying. 
School should conclude Friday before Memorial Day each year. Back into the start date. 
I like the pre-Labor start, as getting out in early June versus mid-June opens up a number of options for 
students in the summer that are not available now in terms of camps, jobs, etc. 
Would love to have a school year that lines up with the rest of the country. With fall sports, the year begins 
early August for most families already which adds 4 weeks to our already late school year. Please start 
before Labor Day :) 
Might as well get it over with if y’all are gonna make the change.  The kids have been out of school 
enough. 
Many families have a traditionally planned Labor Day vacation. This will take kids out of school the first 
week. 
While I prefer Option A, I am worried about the shortened break for teachers as they don't get out until 
June 18th that year so summer will only be about 2 months long. 
Heat on buses the last 2 weeks of August is extreme. 
Honestly, for future purposes, I would not mind which calendar is chosen. They both have their pro's and 
con's. However, I believe that it is too late to make a decision to start earlier as of now for the 20-21 school 
year. Our situation is we have our family vacation the week before Labor Day so my kids would miss an 
entire week of school as soon as it starts. My husband is a truck driver and I am a Nurse Practitioner and 
we cannot just change the vacation dates and this is something very important to our family. Especially 
after not being able to vacation for so long due to the COVID-19 implications. 
Beginning with Calendar A is a great advancement for children and families. 
Option A 
Regardless of calendar options, I assume SOL assessments would still happen in the first few weeks of 
May. If so, option A would allow for more time to thoroughly teach the curriculum and prepare students 
for those assessments.  
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I was disappointed to see the year-round school option removed. As an upper elementary teacher, I think 
that the year-round model would be so beneficial to maintain student growth and engagement while 
protecting teacher morale. The opportunity to "catch my breath" between intercessions would be a game-
changer! 
Most families vacation around Labor Day.  This would be most inconvenient. 
I believe we actually should start the year round option... 
This schedule allows us to move to a more natural annual rhythm as opposed to being tied to an arbitrary 
holiday. The increased instructional time for testing and the earlier dismissal at the conclusion of the year 
are net positives. 
 

Option C was the best option of the three. This rhythm allows better equality and mitigates the loss of 
learning over the summer. Multiple, shorter breaks during the year are more natural and provide for better 
overall health. The two existing breaks (winter and spring) are imbalanced and only having three day 
holidays elsewhere throughout the year pushes kids too hard. This was a poor decision on the part of the 
board to nix this option. 
People (especially teachers) go on vacation that week before teacher work week because the rates are 
cheaper. 
I am a teacher with the county and I own a week of vacation through a timeshare. It is week 24. It is 
always the first week out of school of the traditional school year. 
Option B allows for students to work during Labor Day weekend and the week preceding it. 
Until we move to a year round calendar (which I support) I would not change the schedule. A lot of high 
schoolers and their families unfortunately depend on the extra money the children make working at Busch 
Gardens or Kings Dominion during the last busy weeks of summer. With the impact this year, that is also 
money they are coming up short. 
I would rather have a longer summer for long distance family travel. Returning in August cuts into 
summer activities. The current calendar has worked for many years. Why would you invest more money to 
make unnecessary changes? There is nothing wrong with the current calendar!!! 
As an educator, our family has used the later summer weeks for vacation as water temps are warmer and 
rates tend to be reduced.  The reduced late August rates allow our family to have a vacation we may not be 
able to manage financially earlier in the summer.  This is a particular concern for the summer of 2021, as 
budgetary restrictions necessitated salary freezes where employees were not receiving the 3% raise 
initially proposed nor any step increases to correlate with years of experience.  Additionally, my own 
children attend schools outside of Henrico County.  It is significantly easier when the HCPS school 
calendar aligns with neighboring school districts for child care purposes.  This is again of particular 
concern with the budgetary constraints.  Thank you for requesting and considering feedback on the 
proposed calendar options. 
For me personally, this calendar aligns with the private school my youngest will be attending.  This allows 
both my children to begin and end more in keeping with the other. 
Can spring break be same as Virginia’s colleges? If available, students can spend their spring break with 
their older siblings. 
We need to get our kids back to school.  Earlier the better. 
College starts mid-August or 3rd week in August so the A option gives graduating seniors more of a break 
before going to college. 
Please ONLY do half days on Fridays, so that families can use these to their advantage. A half day on a 
Monday or Wednesday is a waste of time and makes arranging childcare much more difficult. 
I really think the early start would be beneficial to students in AP and/or IB classes. With the post Labor 
Day start, these students are at a disadvantage to other students in the area that begin school earlier. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
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Not being at school and viewing the construction, Tucker will be completed before the pre-Labor Day start 
date.  Also, it's crazy to let an amusement park dictate when schools open.  As a teacher, we have to be 
there way too early anyways, and there are far too many meetings that could've been emails.  Let's get in 
early and get out early. 
So much of childhood is experienced in the summer. To shorten that would take away valuable time our 
children need to develop who they are as a person.  Also, I believe that shortening summer would only add 
to the already increasing anxiety the kids are experiencing in an ever pressing world. 
Most schools in the country start before Labor Day and this would also line up with private schools in the 
area. A shortened summer in 2021 should not be a concern considering that students have lost so much 
instruction time during the 2019-2020 school year and it’s possible that the 2020-2021 school year could 
also be impacted. 
It's important for kids to get time off during core summer months. 
It would be so nice to get on the schedule that many other states and private schools already use.  School 
before Labor Day! 
I like the school schedule being more closely aligned with the fall sports schedule and aligned with the AP 
testing. 
For families with both HCPS and private school children, it would be more convenient and much 
appreciated to start and end the school year at the same time.  Thank you. 
I still believe that year round school is the answer for many with our society primarily having two full time 
working parents, summer slide prevention, childcare challenges, and camp expenses not being dispersed. I 
would like to see this as an option.  In the meantime, starting to align with the colleges makes a lot of 
sense for families who depend on college kids for nannies and, with this year's loss of school time, getting 
back sooner would be better. 
Not a fan of post-Labor Day start but option A is a bit too early.  How about splitting the difference and go 
for 8/30ish? 
You finish SOL and AP so early that late May and June are not productive.  Shift the instruction time to 
August and September where it will be more valuable. 
I really hope that we can follow this schedule every year and take advantage of warm summer days by 
beginning school in August. My kids have sports activities that start by August 15 so we are in town 
anyways after August 15th. Thanks. 
Keep it the same. 
HCPS should test run year-round schooling. As an employee of the public school system and a parent, I 
would personally love year-round schooling. 
Those of us paying hefty pool membership fees want to milk every possible hour out of this summer after 
all this quarantine crap!! 
We usually take a family vacation the last week of August. It is usually cheaper around that time. My 
daughter usually has choreography with her cheer team around that time as well. We would end up pulling 
our kids from school causing them to miss the first week at least. 
Why not extend the year by extra weeks to make up for this year? Also, why is my child only getting two 
45 minutes lessons a week while schools are closed? Why can’t the teacher teach every day as they are just 
at home? 
I would prefer a year round program or a program where summer break is longer but we are given a break 
in the fall (a week at thanksgiving), two weeks for Christmas, and another break between Christmas and 
spring break. 
Bring back option C!!! Kids need year-round schooling. 
This makes it easier for families who have children in college or work in college as it aligns the year so 
they start at the same time. Would make a very positive difference. 
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I would like for HCPS to take in consideration other local school districts' calendars as there are so many 
of us who live in one district and teach in another. 
This will mess with quality family vacation time and some kids won't have a vacation because rates are 
higher until the week before Labor Day. 
I feel the current Calendar (post-labor) has been working great for both families and businesses in the area. 
Why change something that has been working just fine? 
Everyone else in the country starts before Labor Day. It’s time we get on board for the benefit of our 
students, especially for AP tests. You can’t make everyone happy. Put the students first. 
To end in May vs. June for the pre Labor Day start. 
Starting before Labor Day would help high schools and allow for less time without something to do after 
the SOL's. 
I think it is important to consult w/the other localities (like we do for the long breaks) b/c we have so many 
staff that reside in Hanover/Richmond City/Chesterfield and that could make life very difficult to have a 
work calendar so different than your child's school system. 
I personally think school should start after Labor Day as it has been. Me and my family vacation around 
that time. Our family doesn't live here in Virginia so we go visit family. I don't think we should change.  
It's not our kids fault the days that they have missed. 
Many people have already made family vacation plans for the week of Aug. 23rd.  I have, along with 
several teacher friends.  It would be horrible to have to cancel them. 
It will be good for early summer holidays. 
August in Richmond is too hot and boring for kids...better to be back in air conditioned school instead of 
not being productive at home.  The summers are too long for the kids.  They forget too much and get bored 
after a month.  Parents can vacation only so much. 
I have been waiting for this county to go to school before Labor Day since my child started kindergarten 
11 years ago. It makes more sense to have the SOL's and finish the school year instead of taking them and 
then having filler work for the remaining two weeks of school. And if you had bothered to offer a survey 
about year round school, I would have gladly supported that. 
Yes, you should have kept the year round school calendar.  However, you should have allowed for a 
longer summer break such as 6 weeks. This would have allowed more parents to plan vacations and 
students to work during the summer. This will not be the last pandemic and the county needs to consider 
how to handle this in the future. You cannot close the schools again for a long period of time and try to 
reopen before August or September as parents’ plan vacations. Plus, the online learning is not the same as 
in class learning. You need to bite the bullet and the parents the way it is. Also, day cares and afterschool 
care will get on board with the change. There are a lot of schools that have year round school and it works. 
Now everyone is going to move out of the county.  The kids have been out of school for too long and it 
will be hard to recover from this. Since the state requires SOL's testing (which is a joke), maybe you can 
lobby the VDOE to stop SOL's altogether.  This would allow the children to focus on material that will 
help them in the future. I am sorry, but the VA studies 4th grade SOL is not useful in everyday life. 
The school year is the same regardless of the start date so the start date should continue to start after Labor 
Day. 
Maybe start a week later. 
I like that this aligns more closely with what most of the rest of the country does.  Southern states have 
been doing this for years, and the argument that it's too hot to go to school in August just doesn't hold 
water. It makes more sense to end the semester around winter break and then have a little shorter amount 
of time after break. Getting out early June or even May would be nice for morale. Personally, I would also 
love to see more discussion on the year round school and think that, with more data to support it, people 
would come around. 
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Not only is this a better option because of maintaining traditional calendars, etc., but August is a much 
more volatile month in terms of weather-peak hurricane month, hotter, etc. I used to live in a pre-Labor 
Day start county and it was awful. It is hotter in August, pools and everything were still open when we 
started school, and honestly the kids are thinking more about getting out of school and going swimming or 
enjoying other activities rather than concentrating on schoolwork. I don't think it will help at all in terms of 
having two weeks of additional instruction time as it will take those two weeks to get the children focused 
and then you'll have a four-day weekend and will have to get everyone focused all over again. I've been in 
both situations and a post-Labor Day is much better. 
The start of school marks the beginning of a new school year, and starting at the end of a month just 
doesn't fit that idea.  Also, August is a hot month in central VA. Those extra two week provides some 
relief to those students on open style campuses. 
More instructional time before testing in May is helpful and this lines up much better with most colleges 
and other schools. 
Keep it the way it is, please! 
Do not close schools because of COVID for upcoming 2020-21. Must be in person. Virtual is not working. 
There won’t be so much wasted instructional time at the end of the year as SOL and other testing will be 
completed. 
Prefer after Labor Day as the last couple of weeks in August are when places are not as crowded as others 
are back at schools, so makes for ideal vacations such as Disney World, etc. 
My children would miss the first full week of school with a pre-Labor Day start. I imagine there would be 
high absenteeism rate overall. 
I would also be in favor of the option C floating around. 
Too difficult with taking older siblings to college! 
Kids can swim in August but not in June.  If you start early, they will miss half of summer to enjoy the 
weather. Also, in August it is way too hot to go outside for recess. 
My hope is that, no matter which calendar is chosen, there has been discussion with the surrounding 
counties so that all calendars look the same. 
My family always takes a vacation at the of August. We would not change that so our kids would be 
missing the beginning of the school year. 
HCPS is not recognizing Rosh Hashanah in Calendar Option A on September 7th, but does recognize it in 
Calendar Option B.  Though this is not a religious holiday for me, I do not understand why it would be 
recognized in one option but not in the other.  I don't believe it is fair to those who do celebrate this 
holiday to have it left off of Option A.  It seems like it would make more sense to remove September 3rd 
as a student holiday in Option A, and replace it with September 7th in recognition of Rosh Hashanah. 
Better to have all of August off! 
We already made a timeshare reservation on Labor Day; our family tradition for 15 years. This calendar is, 
I think, just right for the kids. 
If you choose option A, please remember the Achievable Dream who teaches all during the month of July, 
and the teachers have training for 2 weeks in August.  Thank you. 
Although some don't like starting so late, for us we like it because the majority of nationwide students are 
back in school. This allows us a little bit more quiet time at popular vacation spots... ;) 
Option A is by far the better choice. It more closely aligns with colleges/universities and the kids get out 
of school earlier in June. The other MAIN reason is because after AP testing and SOL's, the kids do VERY 
LITTLE in school except watch movies/do worksheets, etc. There is very little, if any (with rare 
exception) new learning occurring in the classroom. The teachers are just biding time until the end of the 
year happens, rather than continuing to teach new material. By starting in August, there is less filler time 
in May/June happening. Thank you! 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I have a timeshare that I have had since 1985.  The dates are set in stone.  Option A will interfere with my 
vacation times.  This is my only vacation time that I have.  I need and deserve my vacation. Thank you. 
Not smart to be off for Memorial Day weekend then go back for a week then be finished for the year!! 
A lot of families have their family vacation during the Labor Day weekend. This wouldn't be fair to so 
many! Stop making changes and keep it simple!! 
Prefer to keep the schedule the same. Even if the school year starts earlier, the extracurricular activities 
will start even earlier (band, sports practice and various orientations) into Aug. which is a popular time for 
vacations. 
Families have already scheduled things around the 2020 scheduled “post” Labor Day start.  Changing this 
would affect families such as mine that have court ordered visitation schedules and arrangements.  In a 
world of uncertainty, please don’t change what we all know as certain...which is a “post” Labor Day start. 
Please keep the option of year round school as a backup considering potential disruptions due to COVID. 
The 2020 school year needs to start in August. COVID-19 isn't going away, but infection rates should drop 
during the summer and will rise again in the Fall and Winter. We should front-load the school year and try 
and mitigate the rising rates in fall and winter. I care less about 2021 and then 2022 - you need to be 
responsive now to COVID-19 and starting in August this year is the best way to ensure the safety of 
students and faculty and ensure an effective school year. 
We are always on vacation that week and if school was to start August 23rd this year my child would miss 
the entire first week of school.  Its booked and paid for and nonrefundable.  I do not like early start school 
years. I think it cuts out a lot of family vacations that occur in August. 
Should have Labor Day off either way. 
It doesn’t make sense to have Memorial Day weekend a holiday and then the students go back for a wasted 
week and then be finished for the entire summer! 
The later start date gives the county time to assess changes in Covid cases. Some suggestions. 1. Odd and 
even day assigned to student for school attendance. 2. Lunch in classroom. 3. Allow students to wear 
masks. 4. No sharing of supplies. 5. No tolerance for sick children at school. 6.Streaming option for 
student home learning. 
Our vacation from this year has been moved to 2021 and it is the last week of August so my child would 
miss school and I don’t want that as our trip is already paid for. Due to Covid-19. 
Regardless of which option is ultimately selected, we request that the schedule continue into the following 
school year. Families often make travel plans a year in advance for June & August and cancellations are 
costly. Thank you! 
Please bring back the year round school option for 2022/23 at the latest. Stop listening to social media and 
make sound academic decisions. You can never please 100 percent of the population but you can do 
what’s proven right for the students education. 
I feel we need to keep it the same. 
I want the schools to take as much time as possible to have the schools and classrooms cleaned and 
COVID free. Extra time allows staff to be tested if needed! Safety must be a priority during these 
unprecedented times, no rushing! 
I like how it lines up with college calendars.  It reduces the amount of “wasted” time after AP exams are 
completed.  School sports start in August anyway which limits vacation time for families already. 
Ending mid-June is easier on families to plan for the summer. 
Calendar A is the better option as it gives children with AP classes more instruction that matches with 
what many other states are doing. Choosing option B purely due to vacations is not educationally related 
and does not serve the best interest of all of the students in our county. 
There is absolutely no reason to start school before Labor Day.  Many kids swim right out of school 
ending and a lot of us plan vacation's towards the end of August when prices are cheaper. 
Give teachers the month of August off!!! 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Is the 14-day difference worth the disruption to most people’s traditional summer?  I don’t feel you gain 
much, if anything, starting pre-Labor Day. 
This is clearly the better choice if we are to continue with SOL tests (which I would prefer to dismiss 
altogether, but they probably will stay!) This give the teachers and students more instructional time 
BEFORE the test and less "downtime" after the test. In addition, it is vastly preferable for students in AP 
classes as those exams are typically in early to mid-May. 
Like it the traditional way so kids will be on regular schedule. Option A is giving a break after they are 
back. For me, they to need to get on track rather to break again, 
I’d still like the option of year round school as an option as well. 
As the calendar stands now, the last few weeks of school are a waste.  Once the SOLs are completed the 
kids check out and the teachers merely assign busy work.  Moving to a calendar that better aligns with 
SOLs, AP tests, etc. makes more sense from an educational standpoint. 
Option B is best 
We love to travel the end of August when everyone else is in school. 
As more time goes by we learn more about the pandemic situation. As time goes by the treatments get 
better and we are closer to a vaccine. We need to delay the start of school as long as possible. 
It's nice being slightly off schedule from all other school systems and starting right after Labor Day. It's 
great for end of summer trips because places are not so crowded and vacations are cheaper. 
I’ve lived in Virginia my entire life and I never knew why we went to school after Labor Day until I 
became a parent. I didn’t realize other counties or states went back sooner. I only say that to add context to 
my choosing Pre Labor Day, because I’m sure there will be pushback from “that’s just how it’s been 
done... and tourism....etc.” Moving to Pre Labor Day just makes sense, and as a mom of two special needs 
elementary kids, it would be such an easier flow. Not to mention help align our summer break calendars 
with our extended family. 
The buses are too hot during August. Many families do vacation based around Labor Day. I believe too 
many students wouldn’t be in attendance during those beginning days. 
Getting out a bit earlier in June would provide more summer enrichment options as the end of August is 
void of most summer enrichment programming. Having a longer Labor Day break is also very appealing. 
Ultimately, it would be ideal for all major surrounding counties (Hanover, Henrico, Chesterfield) to follow 
the same schedule as you have many parents who work in one county and live in another. 
September start is best for the children. 
It works well with my family and work plans. 
Considering the impact of Covid-19 on the shortening of the 2019/2020 school year, I feel it is imperative 
to start the school year for 2020/2021 early as there could be further disruption in the colder months and 
the children could use structured learning ASAP! 
We are from a different country so we travel and we go on vacation in those months. 
It is beneficial to have more instruction before all standardized tests (SOLs & impacts on accreditation).  
Students and teachers also experience SOL exhaustion after May; it is beneficial for learning overall if we 
reduce the window between SOLs and end-of-year. I imagine expedited re-takes can still be scheduled 
effectively. 
I like Calendar Option A as long as it does not lead to a year round schedule. 
Summers for our family is typically booked with summer swim team.  By the time the season ends and 
championship are held, those last couple of weeks in August are when our family is able to travel to see 
family or take a family vacation. If this change is needed so badly, then it would have been best to make it 
for the beginning of the 2020-2021 year.  Starting back two weeks earlier given the current situation we 
are in now would have made more sense. 
Starting in August is too hot. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I think that starting after Labor Day is the best option. I have kids in college that go back to college the 
week that you want to start regular school.  This would make it very hard for my family. 
Aligns with sports best. 
We prefer the extended year calendar in general. A pre-Labor Day start makes sense as it aligns with other 
school and university schedules. A pre-Labor Day start should only be pursued, however, if it is safe to 
have children back in close contact again. 
If this is something that HCPS is considering, would it be possible to delay it one more year until after the 
opening of the two new high schools? Also, this will allow more time to figure out a new normal after the 
pandemic we are in. 
I wish the year round schooling would be factored in. As an exceptional education parent, the kids go to 
ESY and I prefer more breaks so we can travel off season to give these kids more experiences without 
missing school. And traveling on the popular breaks of summer and holidays prevents us from showing 
our kids with special needs these lifetime experiences since we have more expenses with therapies, etc. 
that we cannot afford traditional travel times. 
Families who like to visit relatives in other countries would like to see a longer winter break (at least 3 
weeks). A shorter summer break, with delayed school closing date, can cover up the lost time.  
 

Post Labor Day opening allows working parents to use the long weekend for vacations before the school 
starts. 
Calendar A would better align with how school actually functions now. Not only IB/AP, but also SOL 
tests and not just have weeks of June with no new learning. My kids don’t need two weeks of “beach 
reading days” as they have been doing in June. I also hope you explore year round school again, especially 
after this recent school closure. I wish you hadn’t taken that off the table and had let the public comment. I 
truly believe you’d be shocked at the change of opinion among parents. I used to be strongly opposed to 
year round school. However, my opinion has completely changed after this pandemic. Given the 
uncertainty for this 2020-21 school year, we could use the benefits of year round school for 2021-22 to 
catch up so many children that have fallen behind. 
I teach private school which starts early. Summer camps all end before the last week of August. Every year 
is a struggle to find childcare those last two weeks. 
No to August! 
Option B because of more time for social distancing now, then less days off of school later. 
Calendar Option A would interfere with JR Tucker Drama group's plan to attend the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival in Scotland which tentatively occurs from August 6-30. 
Option A is more in line with state SOL testing calendar. It’s hard to keep kiddos engaged after the testing. 
I teach in Chesterfield and it's easier when the two counties are aligned.  I think there is a lot of crossover 
with teachers/children between these two counties. 
Continue to follow the King’s Dominion schedule. 
Two extra weeks for AP teaching (and less wasted time after AP exams) is key. The post-Labor Day start 
has resulted in a lot of wasted time for HS students once SOL and AP testing is completed...not a good use 
of anyone's time. 
Have Friday's be a virtual class day so kids can catch up on assignments and projects. Or increase the 
school day by one hour Monday through Thursday and have Friday be a non-school day. 
Aligning school with university schedules makes a lot of sense. There are very few options for babysitters 
and camps in those two-three week windows between when universities go back and K-12 go back. As a 
working parent, I find this very challenging. 
If it’s not broke, why fix it? 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I saw that an extended school year is off the table for now but I’d like to throw my support behind it for 
the future. The research I’ve read on the subject is very clear that year round school is much better for 
learning retention and student behavior. 
WE NEED YEAR ROUND SCHOOL TO START THIS SUMMER TO MAKE UP FOR ALL OF THE 
LOST TIME BECAUSE OF COVID - PERHAPS 1/2 THE SCHOOL AT A TIME IN CLASS WITH 
ALTERNATINT MONTHS....NOT SURE HOW WE GET THROUGH THIS WITH A TRADITIONAL 
SCHOOL CALENDER. 
I like Option A because it aligns with the testing schedules. I always thought that last 1 to 2 weeks of 
school after testing was wasteful. Option A will allow for an additional 1 to 2 weeks in the beginning of 
the school year to get adjusted and start learning. I feel like this would be a better use of time. 
NO TO AN AUGUST START! 
I wish you had included a 12-month option so ALL stakeholders could submit their opinion.  It is 
frustrating to see things like a 12 month calendar and redistricting plans change due to negative social 
media posts/comments and not via a community survey. 
Two more weeks of instruction before AP exams would be very valuable. Plus, learning seems to stop in 
late May anyway. Better aligning with private schools, colleges, and public schools in other parts of the 
state makes a lot more sense! Thank you. 
I would like to keep the spring break as the week following Easter. 
This works best with our work calendars. 
Keep the same calendar! 
As much as I detest standardized testing, I do prefer that testing be as late in the year as possible.  By 
moving the start date, I like that there is greater instructional time before testing.  I have some concerns 
about how graduations and other end of year activities might look with a 4-day week instead of a 5-day 
week (last week of school). But, if that loss of a day doesn’t negatively impact the teachers stress level and 
planning for the end of the year, I think it’s great. I also like how this lines up with other states. I am an 
advocate of year-round school (if done well). I would love to see more information on how that might be a 
possibility. 
If there is a second wave, this gives more time in class before that happens. 
Stay with a September start! 
It's good even if you can start in early August. 
Please also consider year-round school for the next iteration! 
I am personally ok with either schedule, but I do like the idea of starting a bit earlier and having an earlier 
end to the year. I will have a 9th grader and a 6th grader that year, and I like the idea that there will be 
more classroom time prior to the SOL and AP type tests that typically are given in May. (And less extra 
time at the end of the year when there is no new content after testing!) 
I also would like to say that I am glad that the decision was made to shelve the year round school year 
idea. My kids have several teachers who live in different counties, and I feel like this would make things 
difficult if everyone was on a different schedule. And on a personal note, my children (and many others) 
have gained valuable life experiences at their month-long sleepaway camps, which I would hate for them 
to have to miss out on because of a shortened summer break. And I know many others have programs that 
they value as well, like summer swim teams and other experiences that cannot happen with shorter breaks. 
So thank you for not jumping hastily into considering that model. 
Maintain traditional calendar. Keeping summer same length allows high school student to have summer 
jobs. Heat issues due to weather in August re: busses and recess (elementary). Family vacation time in 
August. 
Starting before Labor Day would be ideal if it occurred systematically over the course of 2-3 years so 
students and teachers are not "gypped" of the precious unpaid time off spent with families and on 
vacations.  
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
 

For a pre-start date, could it be just the last week of August? IE: teachers Aug 24th, students Aug 31st for 
students. 
 

Is there an option where we add minutes to the day for students so teachers could have more planning days 
built in over the school year?  IE: add 10 min a day, 50 a week so teachers could have a set designated day 
a month to plan---not be professional development days but to actually PLAN without having to do it at 
home, unpaid? 
This will keep things normal. 
The earlier start/earlier end makes it much easier for high school students to get full time summer jobs. 
Most employers need their summer help before June 17th but are used to losing them before Labor Day 
because of the college students similar schedules. This schedule makes much more sense. Thank you for 
finally putting it on the table for consideration. 
I would really like school to start earlier since our kids will have had 6 months off. I am a doctor and also 
concerned that we will have another wave of COVID and may need to close schools again in November or 
December. So I would like our kids to get as much time with their teachers before then as possible. Thank 
you! 
Due to the pandemic, I feel it will be a better idea to push the dates out to ensure a plan is in place. 
Aligns well with other States School schedules. 
Why change? 
I would go for the pre-Labor Day if y’all could figure out a way to give the lost summer time back. My kid 
often takes summer dance intensives outside of the state and this would impact that. It also impacts our 
vacation as we go at the end of August because it’s cheaper. 
Split the difference. Go back the week before Labor Day for a 4-day week on August 30th. Have a 4-day 
weekend (Fri and Mon off) and then a 4-day week after Labor Day (Tue - Fri). This eases the kids into the 
new school year and gets us out a week earlier in June. A happy compromise between the two options. 
Henrico already failed our kids with their lack of sufficient learning during the Covid crisis... please don’t 
fail our kids again. Please START EARLY! 
As a full-time working single mother, navigating on the calendar B option is more fitting, in my opinion, 
with considering breaks, daycare, after school care, etc. 
I think changing construction deadlines on the schools and/or reducing timeline buffers would not be a 
good idea in the current climate. I would rather students and teachers walk into finished buildings. 
Vacations are the cheapest the last weeks of August.  There are a lot of families that go in those weeks. 
I would prefer to go back January 4th and have winter break start on Dec. 22nd. 
It would be better to start even earlier, but the earlier the better.  Henrico students taking AP tests are at a 
significant disadvantage to early-starting districts. 
I strongly suggest that a year round school option be given to those families that are interested, as is done 
in NC. This would be especially timely due to Covid-19 disruptions to schooling in the years ahead, 
particularly anticipated for the winter months. 
I’m wondering why the third option of an extended day was taken off the table before asking parents’ what 
they thought of it. Studies show that children regress over long breaks, especially among less advantaged 
children. I find it a little insulting that the county only wants parents’ opinions once they narrow it down to 
what works better for the county and not the students. 
Get rid of the half days; it's difficult from a childcare standpoint. 
The advantages of option A heavily outweigh those of option B.  It's not even close. 
The kids are starting to get into trouble; they’re bored and learning nothing. 
I prefer B and very glad that option C was removed!! Thank you. 
Pre-Labor Day start aligns more with colleges and primary schools in other states, where it seems to be 
more common. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I’d actually prefer year round school. 
There are not as may options in planning a summer family vacation with a pre-Labor Day start date. A 
shorter summer also means less family time / events. 
As a teacher and parent, either works for us.  I wish option 3 were on the table.  Our kids went to a year 
round school in Australia, and we loved it.  The schedule was 9 weeks on and 3 weeks off.  We attended 
the same 180 days, but had either 6 or 7 weeks during the summer.  I can't remember the exact amount.  
The winter holidays we have now would have been part of that break. This system gave teachers and 
students a much needed break and a shorter summer for learning to be forgotten.  If this Covid virus has 
taught us anything, it is that we should slow down.  It would seem that America's school system is also 
viewed as a childcare system.  We should set the bar and have the job market work around our schedule.  
Education is not child care, and we need to change that tone and set the bar high.  Parents further need to 
understand that year round school is the same amount of days, just structured differently.  I've heard 
parents saying they need a break after these last two months of teaching their children.  Children and 
teachers need more breaks as well during the school year.  Any change that occurs has to be while this is 
fresh in parents’ minds!  I love teaching, but need more breaks to be at my best for the beautiful little 
minds I happily help to mold :) 
As an AP teacher I strongly push for a pre-Labor Day start. Our kids are at a disadvantage right now 
because we have almost a month less than some schools in the nation. An earlier start date  would 
significantly change the pressure and pacing of my AP course in a way that will only benefit my students. 
I am disappointed that we are not moving to a year round school.  Starting before Labor Day is a good 
start for working families as there is not much available in terms of camps in August. 
Bring extended school year option back!! 
Too many families, including my own, take end of summer Labor Day camping trips, or travel to go see 
family for end of summer cookouts/pool parties, or other traditions. It would disrupt years of traditions 
families have created. It’s worked the way it is for years now! 
Change 2020/2021 to pre-Labor Day also.  We need to get ahead of COVID-19.  Everyone else starts 
before Labor Day.  It is strange that the amusement park lobbyist had this much control.  Henrico County 
needs to get on with it. 
This aligns better with the private schools also. 
I prefer Calendar A.  It gives AP and IB teachers two more weeks of instruction prior to testing. 
This schedule does align more closely with extracurricular activities and allows those with college-aged 
students to have a more cohesive schedule for their family. 
I like how it more closely aligns with university schedules and other schedules in the Southeastern part of 
the US (makes family vacation planning easier when students have similar breaks!). I also like less lag 
time at the end of the year for advanced students. 
Schedule option B coincides with existing schedules for childcare and vacation plans. 
I think it would be good to be more in line with universities and private schools. 
This makes it easier to arrange daycare options for children. 
I feel like people have summer vacations, family reunions and everything in the summer and most of us 
take vacation in the middle or end of August. I feel like the kids would be cut short of a summer vacation... 
... I feel it should stay the way it has been for years; why the change now? 
I do not have strong feelings and will adapt to either of these calendar options. I am glad that the year 
round option was taken off the table at this time. 
The world as we know it is so uncertain and changed, therefore, I believe it would be best to leave the 
calendar as it has been. I feel it would be best to focus on doing all we can to get our students caught up 
with basic reading and math to prepare them for their future. The last thing they need now is another 
change! Thanks for listening. 
I would to consider the year round school in the future. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I choose this option to allow the students the time to become acclimated to being back in school. The 
school will also be able to assess the students as they head back to a sense of normal. 
Most importantly - Kids taking AP classes are at a HUGE disadvantage starting so late - significantly less 
time for preparation!!!! Most kids/families are doing club sports or high school sports in August and have 
to be in town and at school anyway. It puts us on a schedule closer to college and allows families more 
time in the summer if they have college students. It also allows for more time in the summer for summer 
jobs if students are leaving for college or a high school summer sport. 
I have a child that will likely be headed to college in August of 2021 and do not want to have the date of 
her going to college to coincide with the start of my younger child's school.  In addition, I would not be 
happy about the reduction of summer vacation for the summer of 2021. 
We seem to be in the minority of schools still starting after Labor Day.  We plan vacations with cousins 
each summer but our summers begin and end at drastically different times. 
I don’t see any huge advantage to starting earlier. My kids prefer to be outside and playing in the warm 
summer months. 
As the parent of 5 children, I have always enjoyed the luxury of having the children throughout the entire 
month of August and not returning to school until after Labor Day. For planning purposes, it is just easier 
to schedule vacations, etc. 
August is still summertime!  August is hot and sticky - many of the HCPS schools do not have fully 
functioning a/c in each classroom (Quioccasin MS and Freeman HS do not, that is for certain). 
I cannot express how much I am in favor of Option B, start school after Labor Day.  There is no reason for 
a change only to dismiss earlier in June. *Having a child who will be going to college in 2022, we need 
both parents available to take him to college as well as the younger grades to be available to travel and not 
have to get child care for them to go to school. 
I am VERY against option A. 
I think this aligns with surrounding counties and will reduce the summer fog that most kids get. 
Long overdue!!! From an academic standpoint, starting before Labor Day will be a lot easier for teachers! 
Please go with OPTION A. Thank you. 
The traditional calendar has been sufficient and I don't see a need to change this. It is just too hot for an 
August start. I can't imagine a child being on a bus or an open campus with those high temperatures. The 
AC units in the classroom are barely efficient in September and we often shorten or eliminate outdoor 
recess. Many families vacation during this period as well. Also, this would impact the ability to work 
summer positions or fulfill internships for high school students. I am not in favor of a pre Labor Day start. 
1. If it is not broken, don’t fix it.  We have been going post Labor Day for 40+ years. 2. Moving up the 
start puts teachers and kids in school during a hotter/humid time of summer (mid-August) on hot buses 
compared to typical September. 3. Pre-Labor Day start does NOT get teachers/students out Pre-Memorial 
Day. Pick one of these to start or end with if the dates must change. 4. There are families who take 
vacation in late august to take advantage of the lower rates and better weather, a pre-Labor Day start 
would nullify this. 
We have always done our vacation at the end of August.  This is a tradition we have always done with our 
families.  It is also the most affordable time to go.  Planning a vacation in July would cost twice the 
amount and would not be able to continue memories made with family. 
We have our vacation the last two weeks of August. 
No, just get the kids back in school on time. 
Start /End time for high school students. If high school student go to school earlier and get out earlier it is 
a big help to those of us who may need the older sibling to get younger sibling off bus in the afternoon 
Been waiting for the General Assembly to offer this option for many years, and it is time for HCPS to take 
advantage of ending school in early June. Please do it. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
While I'm frustrated at both calendars at the way full and half days are spread out, this option A is at least a 
step toward considering year round school which is by far a much better calendar for our students and staff. 
Please reconsider the year round school option. Thank you for making Easter Monday a holiday. Please 
rethink the first week of November. Very disruptive to have every other day off. 
Our family owns a vacation week and it is always the first week out of school. 
The only advantage of a post Labor Day start is tradition.  The overwhelming educational advantages of a 
pre Labor Day start make it clear that the only conscientious decision professional educator can make is to 
begin school in August. 
I would like for Henrico school calendar coincided with Richmond Public school system. 
If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 
I really like that this also allows the students to get closer to closing out the second 9 weeks BEFORE the 
holiday break. 
I like the change and I feel like starting Sept 7/8 (when it falls that way) is too late. 
Post-labor-Day gives decision-makers a couple more critical weeks to see how COVID-19 is or is not 
resolving, and for new data to come in on its transmission and risk (especially in countries that did not 
close schools) and best practices, as well as new data regarding treatments of infected people (vaccine 
would still be a ways off). 
Better alignment with school calendar and 12-month calendar in regards to quarter ends and allows kids to 
start summer jobs sooner. 
Our students are at a disadvantage with post Labor Day start, as mentioned in highlights for AP exams.  I 
believe same could be said about SOL testing.  My daughter, now a rising junior never received much 
"learning" after SOLs.  Nice for county to start closer to when most other schools do. 
I believe it is still too early to make any decisions-options are good but we could experience a surge this 
month or next. 
The children have already experienced enough change. Although we know things will never be totally the 
same, we should do our best to try and get back to what is familiar. 
My first preference is the extended day calendar. Please reconsider it as an option. 
I would love it if the School Board would consider year round school for HCPS.  Thank you! 
We already have planned trips for the end of summer, through Labor Day weekend. 
Please do away with all of the half days. 
Absolutely NO YEAR ROUND SCHOOL EVER 
Under the present circumstances I prefer the school open as late as possible. 
This would allow any last minute preparation prior to any official days off or initial interruption after 
school starts. 
Many families already have scheduled vacations the last week of August. I know for my family, we have 
already paid a non-refundable, therefore the kids would not be at school the first week if it started early. 
My preference is actually for the extended school year as it reduces/eliminates summer brain drain. 
Regularly scheduled breaks allows time for any virus (not just Covid but the flu, etc...) to dissipate and 
schools to be cleaned. Since this survey is specific to school year starting in 2021, there's plenty of time to 
plan for these changes!  
Short of the extended school year, my choice is a pre-Labor Day start as it aligns more closely with the 
rest of the state. Frankly, school should be starting pre-Labor Day this year. Students have had more than 
enough time off! 
As a teacher I love this option. Goochland uses it and it is so much more convenient. Also the last two 
weeks in June are always a waste for instruction. I would rather have them in August 
Would like to see a longer Christmas break for students thru Christmas and new year if possible? Add an 
additional week. 
Option B works and always has.  Please keep the schedule the same--post Labor Day start. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
My first choice would be year-round (extended) school but apparently that's no longer on the table.  That's 
a shame.  In light of the virus, I would think the goal would be to keep kids in school as much as possible 
in case we have to pull them out for additional virus waves.  (I do understand this contemplates 2021 but I 
think we will still have problems then - it'll take a while for a vaccine and for everyone to get vaccinated 
so we have herd immunity.)  My comment would be to put extended school back on the table, but if that's 
not an option, just stick to regular schedule because a 2-week difference isn't worth changing everything.  
Either go year round or stay the same. 
I feel that starting school after Labor Day is the best option - many families take their vacation at the end 
of the summer when the rates are less expensive, so starting after Labor Day makes more sense. 
We have been asking for this for years. Now that the state has given us this option we need to do it. 
I came from a school system that began in August and ended in May. By the end of May most kids have 
started to get Spring fever and check out mentally. By June, kids are just trying to hang on until the end. 
We would also be in favor of year-round school. Strongly in favor, in fact. 
As the pandemic still exists, is there any option of complete virtual learning until 2020 end of the year. 
It's been my experience in elementary school that not much focused additional learning happens in June 
with the traditional schedule; after SOL's and kids are itching for summer. I don't mean this as a criticism, 
I understand it. I'd much rather end the school year June 3 and have our children's time focused and filled.  
Plus our kids are ready and eager to be back in school before the end of August. 
Option A gives students an advantage. 
Our family would love to keep it as it always has been. We take our beach vacations at the end of August 
to end summer and get ready to start school. Beaches are less crowded at that time. Although it's not 
important to all, it's important to us. I know my child does not want to start school in August. Thank you! 
All year school would better with breaks after every 9 weeks. 
None I mainly like the idea of them getting out earlier in June and by late August they are bored anyway, 
September is too late. 
Consider the school year all year-round. Yes on "A" Starting early. 
I believe there is no educational benefit to changing the start of school. I do believe COVID-19 will have a 
long-lasting impact on students and the best way to combat that impact is less change and more stability.  
Therefore, I would vote to leave the start for many years to Post-Labor Day. 
I think it is better to maintain the traditional schedule (Option B) for several reasons: 
-I don't think we should change the schedule for everyone to specifically cater to the very few IB and AP 
students. 
-I don't believe aligning the start of fall sport schedules to the academic calendar is that important. I would 
think it might be beneficial for fall athletes to get accustomed to their practice schedule without having to 
also focus on reintegrating into the academic schedule at the same time. 
-Alignment to college and university schedules is not important. Universities have vastly different start 
dates, both before and after Labor Day, so generalizing and saying an earlier start aligns to those schedules 
is not wholly accurate. Besides, it is presumptuous to say that aligning HS and university schedules is an 
advantage of the early start option. What if I have a college student out of state, and his/her starting 
schedule overlaps with the first day/week of school at HCPS? That would now be a clear disadvantage as I 
may have to take one child out of state and miss the start of school for my HCPS student. Besides, aligning 
these schedules is not necessary. As college students, they are young adults and should be preparing for 
the real world and that schedules are not created to cater to their wants/needs. 
-Finally, why would having a 4-day weekend for Labor Day be an advantage of the early start option? I 
don't know why we would have a 4-day weekend only a week and a half after summer vacation ends. The 
kids will have barely settled into classes and then they go back out for 4 days? That seems fairly pointless 
to me. 
Please approve Calendar Option B. Thank you. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I enjoy Option A for several reasons. It more closely aligns with other family members who are out of 
state, allowing for family vacationing in June. Also, I like that it gives students more in-class time prior to 
SOLS and it allows for teachers to have a nice break over Labor Day weekend to regroup after the hectic 
first few weeks of school. That all being said, I was very interested in the year-round school calendar and 
was sad to see it taken off of the table for discussion. As a teacher, I think my students would retain 
information much better without an extended summer break. Periodic breaks throughout the year would 
also prevent both teachers and students from feeling burnt out, and allow all families the opportunity to 
travel all throughout the year without missing instructional time. Please consider this in the future! 
I agree that for High School students there is weeks of "dead space" after the AP exams and getting a start 
early would be helpful for more instructional time and many have already had to begin school because of 
sports or marching band. 
As the pandemic still exists, is there any option of complete virtual learning until 2020 end of the year. 
I think keeping the traditional calendar with a post-Labor Day start would be best. A number of families 
especially teachers take a week of vacation in late August when prices are cheaper and places are less 
crowded because of the start of colleges. Teachers who have kids starting or returning to colleges would 
miss part of work week because of moving students back to school housing. I think it would cause more 
issues with teachers missing work week to start Pre-Labor Day. Also, are busses air conditioned to handle 
the late heat of middle to late August? What about hurricanes to blow through? 
For all students who play fall sports, this makes so much more sense.  It also slight better with college 
students’ (siblings) schedules. 
I personally love this option.  Our kids participate in fall sports and they must attend practices in August, 
so we can't vacation in August anyway...why not start school?! 
We prefer not to cut the summer vacation short.  Also my kids are year round swimmers at Nova and this 
impacts their ability to go on vacation in August which the swimmers get off from their year-round 
swimming.  We are very dedicated to this sport and thus plan all vacations in August as do 100s of other 
swimmers in Henrico. 
I think year round school would benefit the children even more. 
My family has a custody order developed based on the traditional school calendar. Making this type of 
change will land my family back in court. We spent three years there the first time!!!! 
Kids and parents are so done with school by the end of May. I would much prefer to end as soon after 
Memorial Day as possible. A lot of private schools follow a calendar closer to Option A, too. 
For employees such as school social workers, how would a pre-Labor Day start effect our 11-month 
contract? When would be our first day and last day of work? 
Year round school. Spring break aligns with Reynolds CC and VCU. 
Calendar Option B also helps account for extra time related to COVID-19. 
We have a swimmer and August is the only month they have off for vacation, but I'd still far rather kids 
were in school in August (when weather is miserable) than in June (when it's nice). 
We see many advantages to the earlier start to the year. 
Please don’t open until Corona ends! It’s very risky to send kids. 
This more closely aligns with college start dates. And allows actual instruction time before so many break 
I feel that going back early August is too early with family vacations. 
I spent my whole like in Henrico County schools with a post Labor Day start, between myself and my 
children. We have two more school age children, and like many others, have designed our summer 
schedule to end after Labor Day weekend and would be significantly upset if school started earlier. School 
is incredibly important, however, and I know this will hurt to hear, it is not the only important thing in a 
child's life. Summer recess in my opinion is vital for life balance. 
More instructional time for students to prepare for AP exams. Less wasted weeks after testing is over. The 
last month of school has been a waste of time for teachers and students. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
This would preserve the construction schedules and allow for less chance of having to change the calendar 
for coronavirus related emergencies. 
Never shorten summer vacation. 
I think year round is a great idea. Unfortunate that it was removed from consideration. 
Teachers should be compensated in some manner if there is a reduction in summer vacation.  Otherwise, it 
sounds good to me. 
Is there any option for virtual learning? 
Starting my college student and grade school student at the same time in August is not ideal. Post-Labor 
Day has never been an issue. Why fix something that's not broken. 
If this pandemic is still going on. Do you all really think it would be safe for any child to attend school, 
whether it is your child or anyone else’s’? What if a child gets sick and then the parents would be looking 
at the school? We need to really look at everything. Teachers well-being, staff, students, custodians, etc. 
The primary benefit of calendar option A from a teacher standpoint is the ability to close out the 1st 
semester prior to the break allowing a true holiday break. 
I don't know that the majority rule should necessarily prevail (re: this survey). There are far more 
advantages to starting before Labor Day as opposed to after, including high school issues (AP tests, 
college functions that start the summer before freshman year) and all school issues (summer sports, lack of 
vacation options for families in June because everyone is still in school). The majority of districts in the 
US, to my knowledge, begin school before Labor Day. The current Henrico calendar is very outdated. 
People will adjust schedules to whatever school dates are. 
I think given the recent developments with the Pandemic. Henrico should increase the number of 
instructional days for the schools for at least a couple of weeks. 
More time for instruction before SOLs. 
This would align with the rest of Virginia. What happened to the year-round school option? We want to at 
least be able to provide input on such option as it is working out very well for students, teachers and 
parents in North Carolina. 
The reason I feel that school should start Sept 8th is b/c with the pandemic it's not like the kids are out 
enjoying their spring or summer break, so for this year if/when the state re-open they make can go out & 
have a little fun before the school year, also a lot of parents jobs are closed Labor Day. 
For our family, Option B allows for more overlap between our child’s vacation and our vacation during 
summer. 
Just glad Option C was taken off the table. Prefer that time is allowed for construction projects to be 
completed. 
I don't like the idea of changing the calendar just for the sake of change, it is unnecessary. Lumping their 
school start into when colleges start has no relevance.  Now, Year Round school tracks? THAT is a 
conversation we should be having!  Changes that alter the actual academic and financial performance of a 
community, not just bumping a few days early so summer starts sooner.  Do you remember HOW 
SWELTERING HOT it is here in late August? And you want to stick the kids and staff in these poorly air 
conditioned schools for MORE time during that weather?!  I'd rather see options for real change that we 
can see benefit from. 
I really would have liked to had the choice to also select year round school as that is what we were hoping 
for in our home. 
Works better with our work schedule and family vacations. 
Most of the countries which have great education systems, do not support an “excessively long summer 
break”. 
Coincides with private schools. 
In addition to the pre Labor Day start, spring break should be coordinated with private school spring break 
time. Divides spring semester more evenly. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Option  A is more convenient than B 
Consider year round school instead of long summer break. 
I feel that the major counties in and around Richmond should try and maintain the same start and end 
dates. For years growing up as a Henrico county student and now as a parent, we have pushed to start 
before Labor Day and now with the chance, we need to take it. 
I am not opposed to a calendar year that starts prior to Labor Day; however, with the "fate" of the 2020-
2021 school year being unknown, I think a full summer break to decompress between the academic years 
will be necessary. 
If this allows SOLs to be closer to the end of the year and reduces the number of weeks with 
limited/minimal instruction after SOLs have been administered, I support this 100%. 
A lot of families use Labor Day as the last holiday of the summer and make it a long vacation weekend. I 
would hate to see that change. 
We may not even be allowed to go back to school in the Fall. Why would you even consider sending us 
back early this year knowing there is a good chance Covid will affect our schedules? The later we go back 
the more chance we have of a normal school year, even if it's just one week. It is not reasonable to 
consider this change for this school year. 
I would like to move to year-round--especially under current circumstances--but understand there wasn't 
enough time for stakeholder input, which vital for such a huge change. Thank you for continuing that 
discussion. For 2021, the construction schedule demands a later, traditional start date. 
Reduce the summer break so that kids and teachers get more time to work on their curriculum. Also the 
kids will not have adjusting to school after two and half months. 
Please keep Tucker construction on track!! 
Option A aligns with many Virginia districts (as well as private schools) and other southeastern states 
which would help with summer camps and other summer childcare/planning concerns. Thank you! 
To me is a waste to start school a week before a holiday. 
I like reducing the time between end of year testing and the actual last day of school. Often the last week 
or two of school have felt like wasted time 
I prefer the pre-Labor Day start; beyond that, I would encourage HCPS to reconsider year-round school 
schedule options for the benefit of students and families. 
I think you should start school pre-Labor Day this year 2020...They have been out so long. Let’s get 
started!!! 
Any reason why an August 30th start date with the Friday before Labor Day off isn't being considered? 
Seems like you would get the best of both scenarios. People can still enjoy their August vacations, start 
school a week earlier and end a week earlier. 
This more closely aligns with traditional time off allowed for working parents.   
Late August vacations are much more affordable for families compared to early June vacations so this 
option helps us stay within budget for vacations. 
Pre-Labor Day start and year-round schooling, please! 
Would love option A to better align with sports and college calendars and discounted vacation rates!! 
Option A prioritized student success.  Option B prioritized budgets and non-academic schedules. 
There is no benefit for children being out of school 2 weeks early. Let them enjoy a full summer break. 
This is easier on working parents whose companies anticipate vacations in the summer (when the water is 
warmer). For the first 2 week in June, my children will be sitting at home doing electronics and not be at a 
camp if school is let out on June 3rd. 
Definitely yes to getting out earlier in June! 
I've worked in districts that had the pre-Labor Day start.  I found that there was more flexibility to deal 
with the closings that Winter brings from snow days to sick days when more of the year is behind us 
before closings start. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Schools should continue on the traditional calendar. I worry about the lack of air conditioning in buses and 
classrooms in late August. The children will be unsafe in the heat. 
love the pre-Labor Day start in option A 
Thank you for taking Option C off of the table.  I could really go either way (Option A or B), but I'm 
thankful the School Board wants to do their thorough research on the social, emotional, mental, physical, 
and financial impacts Option C would have. 
This isn't related to the two calendar options, but I would be glad to see the school system seriously 
consider year round school options. Would love to see more creativity behind it though.  Would love to 
see 6 weeks on, two weeks off or something like that as well as a shorter school day to help take pressure 
off students who can and should be doing some things other than just school, whether that is sports, jobs, 
internships, reading, helping with family, or just down time. As to COVID-19 related learning, I think the 
planning should be toward in person with option to watch live by video (either synchronously or 
asynchronously) to make it easier for students to "stay home" in light of any symptoms.  It is incredibly 
hard to dig out of the hole that absences create, but it is clear that many people will need to plan for being 
out.  I hate to see a "one size fits all" mentality in terms of schools either being "open" vs. "closed."  
Would like to see them open for those who are healthy and able to come. Would like to see real options for 
keeping up for those who cannot come in person. 
NO more virtual teaching, please. 
Always take vacation and the holiday; should be start school day after Labor Day.  People are going to 
take it anyway. 
Due to the unforeseen circumstances of Covid-19, I personally think students need to get back to and stay 
as close to what they know as "normal". 
Only the potential advantages listed for the pre-Labor Day start include benefits to instruction, the main 
purpose for a school district. Maintaining a post-Labor Day start does nothing for instruction. People’s 
vacations and a construction timetable should not outweigh a distinct improvement to the allocation of 
instructional time. 
I think the ability for SOL and AP teachers to gain time on teaching curriculum while limiting the amount 
of dead time after testing is over is a good reason to go ahead and move the start time up. Most families 
have already canceled their vacation plans anyway, so it shouldn't impact that many families in terms of 
vacation planning. The sooner we can get kids back into school the better, since now they will have lost 
almost 6 months of time in a classroom. 
I think it is best to keep it how it is so that teachers and students do not lose any time, especially since we 
do not know what next year will look like at this point. 
Option A is preferable. Option B extends school too far into June, when many children are no longer tuned 
into learning. 
Both calendar options state that they have 180 days including "anywhere/anytime learning days", but 
actually only include 177 school days, including half days.  I can't find an explanation for what that means 
on either calendar draft, and I would like that to be explained. 
I work for Richmond Public Schools. I hope that whatever calendar is choose that it will aligned with the 
surrounding school systems. 
Three week Band Camp. 
Aligns with calendar for college age siblings (easier to plan vacations earlier in the summer). Provides 
more instruction time and review time prior to SOLs/retakes and AP exams. Less "wasted" time at the end 
of the year, where exams and SOLs are over and students are not energized to start learning new topics for 
the next school year. 
I am in favor of a pre-Labor Day start to the 2021-22 school year because it will allow for more 
instructional time prior to state testing, therefore decreasing the amount of school time after those testing 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
weeks.  I also am in favor of the start date because it more closely aligns to college and university 
schedules. 
I'd like to see the year-round schedule that was proposed. 
I feel option A would have been appropriate to do next year. 2020... since we have the extra week of 
summer (every 4 years). But for option B to start 2021 ... 11 month employees will only get 2 weeks off 
the first year. That is very difficult transition. 
Please consider year round school. 
They need to get back to school. 
I believe that Option A will  result in a large amount of absences because parents will still be vacationing 
and will pull their children from school to do so. 
I would prefer a more "year round" option that was originally planned that included longer breaks 
throughout the longer school year. I think that would benefit our kids more, especially during this 
uncertain time. 
My preference is based on maintaining the construction schedule for the new schools. I really have no 
preference otherwise. 
Kids taking AP exams in May or at a severe disadvantage with the post Labor Day start. Starting before 
Labor Day,  evens the field and gives Henrico students more time in the classroom to be better prepared 
for AP testing. 
I feel very strongly in favor of option B. 
I would rather be in school in June when the weather is temperamental than in August when it is so 
oppressively hot. 
I really would have liked this opportunity to switch to the extended year calendar. 
An earlier start is a wise choice given how long students will have been out of school at that point. State 
universities are also considering starting two weeks earlier so that college students may remain home with 
family after the Thanksgiving Break and avoid returning to campus potentially asymptomatic and infecting 
others. 
I’ve selected option B as now more than ever staff and students deserve a summer break and deserve to 
have ample time to prepare for the next school year. There’s already far too much change and far too many 
pieces to figure out ahead of the 20-21 school year. Let’s not add to it. 
Please don’t start school early, if there are going to be fall sports along with activities like marching band 
we have summer activities in August and this would interfere with that. Please don’t start school early! 
Is this proposed change data driven?  Do studies show that a pre-Labor Day start to the school year yields 
improved success in student achievement?  Otherwise, there is no need to change things just to change 
things. 
The pre Labor Day start aligns HCPS with the majority of the state and allows for a more even playing 
field for HCPS students with regard to standardized testing, AP exams, and SOL tests. 
A lot of us plan time off through the end of August. 
Please don’t shorten the summer for fall activities like marching band who have activities like band camp 
throughout August. We need our time. 
This doesn't relate to the 2021-2022 year, but I hope you seriously consider researching and bringing back 
the option of the extended school year for 2022-2023.  I will have 3 children that go through Henrico 
County Schools, and am ALL for this option!!  Thanks for considering~ 
I still believe the post-Labor Day start is better for students and community summer plans (tourism, 
vacations, etc.). I think the testing window issues that advantage the pre-Labor Day start should be 
adjusted with testing, not the schools. After teaching in a number of different schools, I don't feel 
confident that the HVAC system in older HCPS buildings can adequately handle late August heat, 
especially if I've been in uncomfortable rooms in the cooler early June weeks. I don't care for the one-time 
shortening of summer breaks, as it seems like another slight against teachers already stretched thin and 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
asked to do so much. I think the post-Labor Day start is more than acceptable and do not see the benefits 
to the change as stated. Change for the sake of change is cumbersome, not effective, unless it is 
accompanied by effective benefits, which thus far have not been presented. I also don't believe that the 
consequences and negatives of this change have fully been explored as it relates to boots-on-the-ground 
stakeholders (teachers, parents, students). Thank you for your consideration, and have a nice day. 
I prefer the traditional summer break for students and their families, with school starting after Labor Day. 
Family vacations!!! 
We pride ourselves in spending quality time with our daughters building priceless memories. And whereas 
academics is top priority for us as parents, we try to get in a final vacation before they tackle the new 
school year. So Labor Day weekend gives us just that. 
I would strongly support an extended calendar school year (year round school).  I think it should be trialed 
with the 2020-21 school year.  This will allow the schools to be less crowded and allow more spacing 
between desks as is needed to minimize the spread of COVID-19.  It will also create more options in case 
schools should need to close due to the pandemic.  Please reconsider this as a temporary schedule for this 
upcoming school year. 
Kids that do year round swim are already at a disadvantage since swim goes through the first week of 
August. That would only give those families 2 weeks or less to have their summer vacations. 
Please don’t start school early, it’ll interfere with summer plans like camps and family outings. 
I feel if children go to school year round they will be even more burnt out than what they are now and I 
don’t believe scores would be higher or this would benefit them. They need a break as do the staff. Sols 
are beating down on these poor kids and it was never like this for me as a child and I can’t imagine going 
through what they are now. There is more anxiety, stress, frustration, and behavioral issues in classrooms 
and the kids today I believe because of how the system is currently and more fixated on testing scores 
rather than the most important thing, are the kids enjoying learning anymore? Are they truly 
comprehending it or just skimming by? I vote keep the post Labor Day calendar schedule. 
I don’t want to disrupt what we are used to. It’s been working just fine the way it is. I hope it won’t change. 
Keeps the standard that students and parents are used to. 
To me it just makes more sense for the school schedule to align with the schedule that colleges maintain. 
June is a much nicer month to be outside in. August is wayyy to hot. I’d rather be in a building in August 
than June. Also, when students take the SOL on May, they are done. Why do they still have a whole 
month after taking those tests? If we start sooner, students have more time to prepare for the SOLs. 
What impact for 11 month employees? 
Like my Grandfather used to say... "If it ain't broke, don't fix it!" 
Please, keep the start of school after Labor Day. Having the entire month of August to be together as a 
family, having fun in the sun and going on vacation, is very important to my family. It’s just not the same 
in June, and I feel like that June 3 date would get pushed back over time. Thank you for all you do for our children. 
I don't think we should use this school year and it's unusual ending as an excuse to put off starting before 
Labor Day for the school year 2021-22. Students who take AP classes miss out on 2 weeks of instruction 
that other school systems in the state get, thus putting HCPS students at a disadvantage. 
No pre-Labor start!  Get rid of the SOLs! 
Why can’t testing move???? Why must the calendar ? 
All fall sports and activities such as football, Band camp, etc., begin daily practices at the beginning of 
August. If we move up the start to the school year, these practices would begin mid-July. It feels like we 
would have hardly any time in the summer where we were able to travel. Also, because our school system 
begins after Labor Day, several families are able to take advantage of discounted travel rates the last few 
weeks in August when other school systems have already returned to school. These may seem like silly 
reasons, but we just wanted to give some additional reasons for our vote. 
A pre-Labor Day start is such a bad idea. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
No need to teach an old dog new tricks. 
Please leave the calendar as is!  Thank you! 
If it isn't broken, don't try to fix it.  This has been the schedule forever and it works.  Everyone knows 
when the first day of school will be…. the Tuesday after Labor Day.  There are no surprises. 
Not at this time. 
In Option A, please consider moving the September 3 professional development/clerical day to be 
September 7, so that Rosh Hashanah is recognized. I selected Option A because there will be less wasted 
time at the end of the school year with SOLs still taking place in a similar time frame. 
I have summer band camp that is the whole month of august. if we went back to school early our band 
camp could be cut short. we need band camp to have a good show and marching band is very important to 
me. and even if we go back to school right after band camp all the band kids will be exhausted and unable 
to do our best work. please don’t shorten the summer. 
I’m not in favor of calendar A because students will miss 2 weeks of summer and family time during the 
first year’s transition and teachers will not only miss 2 weeks of their summer and family time, but how 
will they be reimbursed for the weeks they begin early but are not contractually paid for it? Also, I don’t 
think that the reasoning behind the change is an essential reason for the change-won’t really have a big 
impact on the students’ overall academic progress.  Thanks for your consideration. 
Our family has always enjoyed the beach and Busch gardens towards the end of August when less crowds 
are there. 
I like the traditional calendar for a variety of reasons. Many families and teacher with families appreciate 
being able to vacation during the month of August when travel rates drop. The early start prevents that 
from being an option to many families, which leads me to believe that there will be many students absent 
during the first week of school as we acclimate to new routines and schedules. In addition, the 20-21 
school year has a very late last day of June 18th making our summer travel and vacation times extremely 
confined. 
Due to the Covid Pandemic, I urge the Board to consider changing to a pre-Labor Day start for the 20-21 
school year.  Everyone will be anxious to return this year. 
Starting 2 weeks early isn't going to make a huge difference in SOL scores, AP Placement testing, or IB 
placement testing. 
My main question though, is how HCPS (or any school) can know what is going to happen with 
COVID19. In light of that, this ca lender choice seems really a difficult question to truly answer. 
I think a pre Labor Day start isn't a bad idea and if all goes well it should be considered in the future. 
Starting school provides opportunity to get paperwork done and adjust to school slowly and then hit the 
ground running after Labor Day. 
I would like the county to move towards a year-round plan. Studies show that it’s better for learning 
retention and decreases student (and teacher) stress (with regular breaks). I also believe that it would 
provide some needed build in social distancing breaks in our post-Covid19 world. 
The pre-Labor Day start gives students enrolled in AP courses additional instructional time, albeit two 
weeks, to prepare for AP testing in May. If the SOL testing windows remain the same, it would also add 
additional instructional time prior to SOL testing. 
Consider year around school 
Incorporate a fall and spring intersession (one week long after the first and third marking periods) that 
allows for students who are struggling the opportunity to come to school that week for remediation. 
Family tradition- annual Labor Day weekend vacation for my family and many other families. 
I feel like if we start in August like Option A, then the Friday before Memorial Day should be our last day. 
With the potential for another resurgence of COVID 19 I think starting earlier and getting kids education 
started allows for learning to start before a potential lock down 
After the major tests in May, nothing gets done in the classroom; students need extra 2 weeks for AP tests. 



 
35 

Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Work provides summer work hours on a more flexible schedule. Unfortunately, option A does not match 
up with current workplace obligations. 
I worked in North Carolina with a pre-Labor Day start and found it quite wonderful. By the middle of 
August, I was ready to get back to school and by the beginning of June, everyone is ready to begin 
summer.  Ending the year in the middle of June is hard on students and teachers. Once a month, teachers in 
my former county were given a full work day at school just to catch up on the many daily activities 
involved with teaching.  It was quite helpful and very refreshing! 
Please do not change the calendar year.  Several family and social traditions are based on this schedule and 
it reflects the best option for families that have working parents. 
My kids cannot afford to be out of school another 2 weeks. With working parents the optional school work 
is not working and my kids are falling behind. 
You should consider option C which would extend the school year annually. America is so far behind 
educationally, and families need better childcare options. If COVID has shown us anything, it’s that long 
days and 8-9 month years are unnecessary and archaic. We are planning to homeschool. 
While in general I’m in favor of pre-Labor Day start, this year alone due to Covid concerns I am in favor 
of online classes only for all students. 
It is time for change!!! There is no reason why the children should start school so late and end the middle 
of June.  The children are stressed with the amount of instruction that is crammed in before the 
standardized testing. The post Labor Day start would only continue the pattern. 
School construction is already delayed due to Covid19. This would delay construction further.  
Consider keeping the traditional after Labor Day start please. 
I understand the desire to implement a pre-Labor Day start. However, the school board should really 
consider the events of this year when making this decision. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, children are 
losing most of the things that we would normally enjoy this summer, like sleep away and day camps, 
extended visits with grandparents, international vacations, swimming at their neighborhood pools, swim 
teams, spring and summer sports, trips around the United States. Summer is basically lost to all of us due 
to the pandemic. The summer right before the 2021-2022 school year will hopefully be the first normal 
summer following the end of this pandemic.  Because the pre-Labor Day start shortens that summer, I 
would really prefer to see a post-Labor Day start so that our children have the opportunity to enjoy a full 
summer that isn't cut short due to an earlier fall start. These kids have already missed out on so much and 
will be missing so much more in the coming months. They deserve a complete summer before we move to 
a pre-Labor Day start.  If we are to move to a pre-Labor Day start, I would like to see that deferred until 
the 2022-2023 school year. 
Get the kids back to school as soon as possible.  They need all aspects of the in-school environment and 
the parents need to get back to work 
As a parent and an employee I think it's shifty to make Labor Day a teacher work day for your pre Labor 
Day start!  What about families with traditional get-togethers?  That is a terrible idea! 
Please consider a year round schedule. The kids backslide so much during the long break. 
Option B aligns holiday schedules with the rest of the household. 
I understand that the year round option is not available at this point BUT I wish it would be reconsidered. I 
know my kids have not had enough learning with me working and them only relying on virtual learning 
opportunities. They have gaps in their learning that I am unable to help them with and I have a Bachelor’s 
Degree. Thank you 
These comments relate to both calendars.  
 

I am concerned that the major non-Christian holidays are only for students and are workdays for teachers. 
While that does not impact me personally, I feel we are being disrespectful of our staff that do observe 
those holidays. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I am very concerned that at the end of the 1st semester there is only a half a day as clerical for teachers to 
complete grades. That is not enough time. 
 

I really would like to understand what the shortened summer means for teachers with an 11-month 
contract. This has not been addressed with us and I am somewhat uncomfortable with my choice 
depending on those implications. I strongly support a pre-Labor Day start. 
No comments/considerations/suggestions. 
End the huge lag after sols and align with other schedules. SOLs as end of year tests 6 weeks before the 
end of year is such a waste of time, give the kids and teachers time at the front end. 
I really would have preferred being able to have a voice in the option of the year round school, which I am 
very much in favor of, before it was decided for me that it was not going to be considered. 
Making a decision based on a small minority of students in the AP and IB programs seems foolish, when a 
delayed start benefits all the families that have had to reschedule vacation from this summer until next year. 
In light of Covid-19, opening later and keeping the schedule the same as before makes the most sense for 
both students and teachers. Adjusting to a new calendar during this time doesn’t seem to be the most 
sensitive decision. Thank you! 
Post Labor Day is and always will be a perfect marker to end summer vacation.  I do not see the point in 
fixing something that is not broken. 
I prefer the traditional post Labor Day start. It's significantly more convenient for our family. The change 
to starting earlier would be rather frustrating for us. I'm strongly against the change. 
While I'm used to the traditional after Labor Day start time since I was in school many years ago I would 
like to suggest year round schooling. It would be new to my family (4 kids in Henrico schools) and feel it 
may be more efficient in their learning and retaining of information. 
Vacation has already been planned to overlap with Labor Day holiday. 
I'd love for the option for year-round school (option C) to return for discussion in the future! 
Starting school pre-Labor Day would give high school students more seat time before SOLs and AP 
exams, and minimize the "dead period" between those exams and final exams, which is often a struggle in 
terms of classroom management for teachers because students consider themselves "done" with school 
once those exams have been completed, even if the course has a final. 
No huge NO to a pre Labor Day start. 
We should also consider starting early this year 20-21 so students will have had more time in the 
classroom before everyone goes virtual because of a second wave. Maybe even start at beginning of 
August so there is less time that students have been out of school and forgetting. Also should consider 
longer school year this year.  
If we are “all on this together” and “we do what’s best for students” then everyone can be adult about 
starting early.  School board should be able to “walk and chew gum” as should parents.  
Maybe even smooth over starting early with a longer winter or thanksgiving break. Plus, long Labor Day 
weekend.  
Calendar B, after Labor Day start is best for students and families. 
Yes they will have to make up a lot of time due to coronavirus 
Preferred given the recent COVID developments and impacts to the 2020 summer. 
Move a second week the next year. 
Getting more time in before AP and IB tests is very important.  Additionally, after those tests are given 
NOTHING happens in the high schools. Having less time after those tests (earlier end time) gives less 
time sitting in school doing nothing. Starting before Labor Day is standard for so many schools around the 
state and country. It also makes sense in years when Labor Day is late, such as this and next, when school 
is starting September 8, which is very, very late.  
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I know that this survey is about 2021-22, but I strongly encourage the school board to re-consider the start 
time for the 2020-21 school year. The students have lost so much time in 2019-20 and, despite the 
county’s best efforts, the online work is no substitute for in-person instruction and learning; going back 
earlier would allow some of this time to be made up and give more time preparing for next year’s APs/IBs.  
The students will have been out of school for 5 1/2 months by the time they go back 9/8/20 which is far 
too long to be out. The first weeks-months back are going to be taken up getting back from the summer 
slide. Allowing more time on the calendar would give time to make up for the slide and still get in the 
necessary new learning. 
Having option A would be best because summer just lags on by the time the 3rd week of August rolls 
around. 
We need more school.  Also- please have kids return to school in the Fall. We all need to get back to work 
and daycares will be overfilled with children.  We must be able to have the option of returning our kids to 
school 5 days a week. If you want to keep kids home, then you get that option.  But - we are literally 
begging. Our kids are suffering without school. 
I would be okay with high school starting pre Labor Day since they are the ones who have BACC exams 
and AP etc...and possibly elementary starting post Labor Day. 
This schedule has worked for us to meet our work, education, and vacationing schedule. Changing this 
would result in the girls missing some time from school. 
Too much change and challenge this year to even consider this ....I am all about tradition and Labor Day is 
an important family tradition. 
I would still like to see the School Board have a full discussion and investigation into having year-round 
school.  There is no reason to continue with the 'summer slide'.  If we want our children to be fully 
prepared for the real-world and be competitive globally, we need to move toward a greater focus on 
education! 
I like that there will be more instruction time before testing for students in IB and AP. 
Starting early also gives us more flexibility should the need for another 'break' occur 
People are still dying!!! 
More time to prep for SOL tests. 
Please consider year round school, especially when the pandemic makes school so unpredictable! 
With the COVID-19 pandemic still going on and cases are yet still rising, we need to at least get through 
the summer to see how things will go and have a well put together safety plan to protect all. Maybe even 
posting a video on the Henrico County Public Schools website with staff practicing whatever safety plan 
that maybe put into place so that students, parents and guardians can see what will be expected. 
I feel we need to move to a year round schedule. 
I would be ok with a pre Labor Day start if you moved spring break up a week to end on the last day of the 
marking period like it would otherwise be with option A.  I never understood why spring break has to be in 
April around Easter.  March is a much better timing. 
I would prefer to have a later start to summer and have summer go through Labor Day. 
Just because the Governor got rid of the Kings Dominion law doesn’t mean school has to begin earlier. 
He’s only in office for four years. Virginia is a hot state going to school in August could be harmful to 
children going out to recess. 
Vacation prices drop considerably those last two weeks of August. 
A late August start is in line with schools in other, southern states.  I like the idea of an earlier start to 
summer break so we can rather than extending summer break into September. 
Leave the school like how it has been. I think there is advantages to it stay the traditional way. The earlier 
time taps into vacation time. 
The kids are so drained by the end of May. Learning in June has been quite minimal. 
Calendar B, the traditional post Labor Day start. Staff and students deserve a full summer break. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I prefer School starting after Labor Day, as it is a final weekend for family vacations, and should not be 
taken away. 
No need to change 
Many schools around the country start before Labor Day, including southern states where the summer is 
considerably hotter than in Virginia. This extra time for AP/IB testing puts considerably less strain on 
teachers, parents, and students who are involved in rigorous testing. 
Logic for option A is not compelling- feels like change for change sake. I would LOVE year round school 
please!!!!! 
How do you want to manage SOLs, AP exams, and final exam within one month or even more specifically 
within the first 3 weeks of the month since many students and families will consider Memorial Day the 
end? Personally the school should be in session for more than 180 days. Three months off during summer 
is excessive and creates loss of learning. 
I prefer option A, but I think a more gradual introduction of the new schedule would work better so the 
summer does not get shortened that much. I believe the instruction kids receive before testing us much 
more valuable than the days after testing when nobody does anything, but maybe shifting it one week in 
summer of 2021 and one more week summer of 2022 would work better. 
I like option A for all the advantages mentioned plus the semester aligning more closely. I also encourage 
the board to consider approaching a year-round calendar in the future. 
Kids playing summer sports play through the end of July, that only allows August for vacations. 
I would have preferred year round school over either of these options. 
Option B keeps the construction schedules for JR Tucker & Highland Springs intact. 
With children in Henrico schools, family in Hanover, and currently working in Chesterfield schools...  it 
would be nice that the big 3 are consistent in what they choose. 
It would be nice to recognize President’s Day, Columbus Day, and Veterans Day on the school calendar 
even though it appears the board has elected to remove any/all of the holidays from the county’s websites. 
It’s hard to imagine that we” the people” of the USA would even have the ability to have a free and open 
educational system without honoring those individuals that gave us those freedoms. Thank you. 
Our family has always taken vacations in mid-August and starting vacation on August 23rd is too early to 
send the kids back to school for numerous reasons. That is still in the hottest part of the summer and many 
of our schools lack sufficient air conditioning to adequately cool the classrooms. The temperature will 
generally be too hot for kids to go outside for recess. We have started school after Labor Day for decades 
and it has worked well - if it isn't broken - DON'T TRY TO FIX IT! 
I really do not feel comfortable with the kids starting school in September. There will always be a parent 
that will send their child to school sick claiming to be allergies. With all that is currently going on how 
would you all comfort parents in knowing their child will safe and clean environment. 
It has worked all of these years and needs to be kept the same.  I cannot imagine how hot the school buses 
would be either. 
I personally like waiting till September to start school because of several reasons. Labor Day weekend 
gives students a short school week to come back to. Starting school on a Monday is a long kickoff to the 
school year. Also, businesses like amusement parks benefit from a late school start. If it’s not broken why 
fix it. 
A few summer programs may end sometime near the start of the Calendar A school year. 
Can clerical/ PD days be whole days and especially in February & March? Clerical 1/2 days as e-commute 
means those who live far away have already traveled to work for the morning. PD 1/2 days don't leave 
enough time for quality PD events factoring in the time left after buses leave and lunch. 
Plan B we would get Rosh Hashanah off but in Plan A we would not? 
Would there be a negative impact to VHSL sports with a pre-Labor Day start? 
February and March has always felt long.... need more of a break there. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I like option A for all reasons stated.  Year-round schedules should also be considered in the future. 
Pre-Labor Day start is a no-brainer to align with testing and the rest of the country.  Bigger and more 
pressing question than this, however, is what is being planned for the coming 2020/21 school year?  Our 
students need a quality distance learning plan that is much more rigorous than the Edflix model of this 
spring if we will need to look at continued distance learning into the fall term. 
With other children in our family in private schools, this most closely aligns with their schedules. 
Historically, having to find childcare for 3 weeks with HCPS ending so late is June, is difficult, costly and 
extremely inconvenient. I could not advocate more strongly for a pre-Labor Day opening and early June 
completion. 
Option A will also align with daycares & summer camps, which are almost impossible to find those last 
weeks since college kids are gone & private schools are back in school. 
I think the kids have already experienced a lot of changes with the coronavirus pandemic, and I feel the 
school should try to maintain as much “normalcy” as possible. I also think with all of the unknown that 
September may honestly be too early to start, and I think it is really still questionable if schools will open 
on time. I think moving it up will make many people uneasy as this is going to be a hard transition to try to 
get back to for everyone involved- students, families and faculty. 
With all of the disruption of a pandemic, I’d rather keep calendars as they’ve always been and what our 
kids are use too than try something new within the next year. 
I suspect that October and November will be marked by widespread illness among students and teachers 
due to the second or third wave of Covid-19. It is smart to begin school earlier, during the warm months of 
the year when our immune systems are strong, in case we have to go online for the latter weeks of the fall 
semester and the first weeks of the spring semester. 
While I don’t mind either option, I personally feel like it is easier for us to mentally “close” out summer 
and get into school-mode with a post-Labor Day start than it is a burden for us to stay in school-mode the 
extra week in June. But either way we will adjust accordingly. 
I would hope SOL tests would not be moved and this would allow more prep time. 
Option B allows more time for students to prepare for AP and IB tests. 
Most families take a week for Labor Day vacation. 
Thank you for asking us to vote on this. We are in full support of option A. 
Consistency 
I think schedule makes more sense. 
This gets us back to the traditional start of school before the Labor Day law was implemented. 
Strongly suggest option B, please. Lots of families travel in August. 
I think Henrico should further explore year round with 3-4 weeks between each period. 
I’m not against option A. I’m just thinking most families may have had plans for vacation or a trip, that 
have been postponed. If we do start to open things back up...let’s say by August...it would be nice to at 
least hope for that before September? 
I truly wish that we could revisit the idea of an extended school year, even if it's not truly year round. 
Students are not going to be able to stay on track, without more consistent time with teachers to make up 
for more than six months out of the classroom, compounded by social isolation and parental inability to 
homeschool. 
I know many families that have traditions for the end of august and Labor Day weekend knowing we don’t 
start school until the Tuesday after Labor Day. 
With the uncertainty of the impact of COVID-19 on the cough cold season having an early start would 
facilitate teachers having some curriculum and materials prepared in the event that we have to revert to a 
remote stay posture. In addition, with the kids having already been out of school in excess of a marking a 
period, helping them by getting an earlier start. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
There is so much uncertainty right now and changes in life.  It would be nice to keep something the same.  
Also, construction projects would have more time for completion before school starts so that students/ 
staff/etc. can begin the year in the new buildings. 
For parents who have older children going to college, usually starts in August so my preference is to keep 
lower level school starting after Labor Day. 
Please let this one thing stay the same in a world full of so much uncertainty and so many changes.  Post 
Labor Day start also makes since to give more time to complete construction of the new buildings around 
the county.  It is so hard and inconvenient for students/staff/etc.to start the year in one place and then have 
to move during the year.  It definite causes an interruption to instruction. 
We have had a lot going on and with COVID19 and I believe we need to start normally.  I’m surprised that 
this would even be a question! 
Traditional works best. 
Please bring back the 3rd option of year-round school. I think that parents, students, and staff need to be 
able to have this option explained to them and allow for it to be a possibility. 
Summer businesses and local pools will be effected by this change.  Plus families and kids love their 
summer vacation and going out of town. 
I would like to say that Spring Break week is much too early in the month. It used to coincide with Easter 
Break as to give families time to celebrate together Our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Also, just 
because you decide to change it after many many years of it being this way, for political reasons, doesn't 
change the fact that we will still be taking our children out of school following Easter for the 2021/22 
school year in order to travel and spend time with out of town family members for our Easter religious 
celebration. I do hope you will reconsider and schedule spring break April 18-22nd for the 2021/22 school 
year. 
Why should we change the calendar for the few kids taking the AP exams? We should not. If students 
return by Aug. 23rd, then teachers would be returning by Aug. 16th which is in the middle of the summer. 
That isn't what teachers want. 
Please keep the school year as is. So many of us are finishing up end of summer vacations Labor Day 
weekend. It's the last hoorah for families, I feel many kids and families would be disappointed with a 
change. 
I feel it’s more important to give students and teachers an additional 2 weeks of instructional time before 
AP exams than any advantage option B has to offer. 
July and August are very hot summer months in VA. Students easily get tired off, need to stay indoors, 
can't have outdoor activities. So I would like my children to rest/stay home during these months. 
I don't understand why we even have options.  I served on the calendar committee for two years as a parent 
liaison in 2012 and 2013.  In addition, I served as a Colonial Trail representative on the redistricting of the 
elementary schools in 2013.  At the time, Governor Bob McDonnell was trying to get the school systems 
to have control of their own start dates (i.e. remove the King's Dominion Law).  This was expected to pass, 
although didn't at that time, and the calendar committee was working on trying to start the first year we 
could to be before Labor Day.  In subsequent years, we've have School Board members ask the state for 
variances in order to start before Labor Day.  This was a good idea 10 years ago and it is still a good idea 
now.  I don't understand how the county has tried for 10 years to start before Labor Day, and the first thing 
you did was punt on the 2020-21 school year.  I would be happy to start this fall early (especially with the 
unknown about the virus coming back in the late fall).  But on the topic of the 2021-22 school year, here 
are three reasons why we should start before Labor Day: 
 

1)  AP exams - The AP exams are unified throughout the country, and do not give waivers to when 
Henrico County starts.  This allows students an extra two weeks of course load and prep time for these 
very important tests. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
2) Student Athletes - There was a time that if you didn't go to school on a certain day, you couldn't play a 
sport that evening.  It has never made any sense to me that any athletic competition could be played prior 
to the school year starting, as the entire team shouldn't be eligible.  Starting before Labor Day allows the 
students to actually be in school to participate in a scholastic competition, unlike now. 
3)  There is more flexibility for the county with the calendar around winter break and the 2nd 9 weeks 
(once you get a better handle on 9 weeks - err, they each should be 45 days, no matter how it falls on the 
calendar, and, if you can't, it shouldn't definitely be, at worst in the 40s.  Option B does not do this).  
Possibly, having SOL testing pre-winter break, so post winter break you get right into new curriculum 
instead of reviewing 2 weeks for SOL. 
 

I would like to add that you will get many responses on ruining vacations for some.  My two cents on this 
is there will be people who like taking vacations near Labor Day.  There will also be people that would 
prefer to take vacations at the beginning of June.  Neither one of these groups are more important than the 
other and should in no way have any impact on any decision on the school calendar.  As you can see from 
the last 2 months, people can adapt.   
 

The decision should be made in the best interest of the educating of our children, and from my only 
scratch the surface short list, Option A/Pre-Labor Day start is the better option for Henrico County. 
 

Feel free to contact me, via email at xxxxxxxx or via phone at xxxxxxxxx. 
 

Thank you, 
xxxxxxxxx 
Students & families have had enough changes to deal with. Let’s leave things alone for a while. 
I teach in the county and my children attend Chesterfield schools. I’m concerned that with any plan, that 
we are looking at a universal start so that my children and I are on similar schedule. Many Henrico 
teachers don’t live in Henrico! 
Please, please, please, please, please put the extended year calendar back on the table. 
While calendar option is my preference between the two, I would support the county moving into a year 
round school approach.  I like A, because it allows more useful preparation time for SOL tests and AP 
exams.  I would love to see the county go to a year-round schedule, because it would help the students 
retain information, reduce the summer slide, and shorten the amount of review time needed to get students 
up to speed in the Fall. 
Once pools open children only want to go to the pool and play there.  No homework is done after 
Memorial Day. Parents laughingly don't help either and they know it.  Plus, it is best for the older students 
who take the AP exams. It is better for the pocket book so to speak for those that want the credit from AP 
credits. 
My children aren’t learning well on their own without personal, physical instruction.  My children also 
want to attend school as soon as possible. 
Save a lot of parents time and money because traditional seem like everyone is rushing to get there kids 
ready for school the next day after a holiday instead enjoying the last day of family time together and 
soaking up some sun. 
I think this option is great for parents that want to start their summer vacations with their kids earlier in June. 
I think with us not knowing what changes will needed to be made to next year's calendar or learning 
opportunities it would be good to keep the calendar the same. 
Keep it the same. 
I want year round! While A is the better calendar of the two choices, both are antiquated! 
Please be consistent with surrounding divisions. 
The pre-Labor Day calendar will allow us to plan a vacation with our family from Texas and Atlanta if we 
all are on the same school schedule. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I know the “year round” calendar was pulled from consideration but I urge it be given future consideration. 
Thank you. 
The calendar is fine the way it is. Leave it alone!!  Offer summer school for those that need it. Family life 
and time in the summer is extremely important. You will lose a lot of teachers if you switch to A and/ or 
year round schools. Enough!! 
It doesn't make sense to even think of changing school start or ending. Everything has been smooth for 
decades. Let's try to be consistent and NOT rearrange kids or most parents schedule. Thank You All...Be 
Well Be Safe 
It's really nice to be off school when other schools are in school for vacation purposes.  I understand that it 
may help with AP class planning; however, it's nice for the students to have a little room between AP 
exams and finals so I think that benefit may be overstated. 
We have attended a school that had a similar calendar as option A. This seemed to result in a transition 
week at the beginning of school then a known break and a resulting retransition after the Labor Day break 
which seemed wasteful. 
Things need to stay as they are. There is no benefit of selecting option A during a pandemic. The kids 
obviously will not be “ in class” give the parents whom are working more time to plan. 
Option A brings the school system’s calendar in line with the majority of the school systems in the 
country. It is hard to read about friends beginning their vacations two and three weeks before HCPS is 
even out of school. 
It is my understanding that starting our students before Labor Day is better for our older students. They 
will be adequately prepared for various standardized tests, and have their schoolwork completed at a 
similar time frame as students across the county. 
The kids have experienced so many changes. If we can offer some stability in certain areas, let’s do so. 
This is one of those areas that we can keep the same. Let’s stick to Option B, our regular schedule. 
I feel option B is best because my oldest went through a school district where we started two weeks prior 
to Labor Day and the heat was unbearable. Most parents had to leave work early to pick up their students 
because most of the buses didn’t have appropriate air conditioning that is needed during the HOT last few 
weeks in August. Teachers struggled to get students to fully focus because they were still on summer 
hours and still focused on wanting to do summer activities after school. Most recreational sports activities 
are still going on during this time as well. Basically, the first two weeks were a waste just like the last two 
weeks are for the current schedule. Starting school two weeks prior to Labor Day does not get extra 
academics in as hoped, it only makes it more stressful on faculty and teachers with no added benefit to 
students. Regardless of the AP schedule exam schedules and weather that usually play a part in a school 
district thinking this is a viable option. Plan B works best for students, families, faculty and teachers. 
Please align Calendars with surrounding states and start earlier. 
I prefer the traditional calendar year. Let the kids have summer off from school. No one wants to be in 
class or at recess during the hottest, most humid part of the year. If the school year starts in August, school 
should end in May. 
I’d like an earlier start, Covid permitting, of course. 
People are still vacations, pools are open and plenty of fun things to do. If it's not broken, leave it alone. 
Too many family vacations at the end of the summer, including Labor Day.  I feel like a lot of people 
would be disappointed, as their summer plans would be effected. 
We need to focus on this upcoming year.  Drastic changes like year round calendars need to be shelved 
until sometime in the future.  I think keeping it after Labor Day is the best for last minute vacations in Aug 
which are far cheaper for families.  Let's think about changes after the virus. 
Pre Labor Day is better option. 
I would also support changing to the year round option that was removed. 
This is a better option for HS students given the timing of national exams. 
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Later the better for Covid 19 and to prepare with after school stuff. 
WITH EVERYTHING UNCERTAIN IN THE WORLD RIGHT NOW, CAN WE PLEASE HAVE 
SOMETHING THAT STAYS THE SAME! Please keep the traditional post-Labor Day start for 2021-
2022 school year. Let us not have something else to feel unsure about. Thank you 
Most people are on vacation, and it would give the students a fresh start at beginning a new school year vs. 
having them start then stop for a short vacation, which would slow their mind from learning. 
Many children are returning from summer vacations or explorations around the per Labor Day option. 
Starting after Labor Day gives parents time to prepare for school properly with fees, dues, supplies, attire, 
lunch and breakfast plans. This helps especially if the parent has multiple children in different HCPS. This 
will also give the child/children time to get back in the swing of their school routine. Nationally we want 
our children to get out of the house, moving the start day will have the children in the house missing the 
fresh air, sun, release of energy of the extended summer days. Starting after Labor Day, the days are in the 
shortening spin and children's minds have already had time to begin adjusting for the full time change. Per 
Labor Day you are looking at an increase of lack of attention, laziness, disrespect, irritation, annoyance 
and hostility. Post Labor Day students and parents can prepare mentally and physically for the new year. 
Better for AP classes, aligns with older siblings in college. 
Option A does not allow for a day off for Rosh Hashanah. 
We just want to see this Covid 19 go away. Later is the best option for school year. Not to put any 
children’s life in a danger, I know for sure my kid is missing every minute of his school and his 
classmates. We wished they could go back to school today, even just for a short time, but just not safe yet. 
This way we know if COVID is reoccurring during fall. 
Kids can enjoy hot Summer days a little more.  Beginning of June in VA can still be a little cold! 
Students and parents have endured enough change and uproar this year (2020); please keep some sense of 
normalcy in these students’ lives. 
Many families vacation annually in August because its slightly cheaper the later in the summer you go. 
Option B allows for vacations that are typically taken later in the summer to still happen without kids 
missing school. Thanks. 
As a former Special Education teacher from Chicago (13 years, ED self-contained), I am truly concerned 
for the mental health decline among the student population across multiple areas of Richmond and the 
subsequent impact this will have, post-COVID pandemic. I know that this will be considered in the talks 
of reopening schools in the fall, as overall student wellness is priority. 
We moved into the area 11 years ago from an area that practiced a modified year round schedule and prior 
to that practiced a mid-August start with an end of May end even as far back as the 1970s. The modified 
year round schedule shorted breaks and kept the kids' minds fresh. It also provided more opportunities for 
family vacations, not less. People against this option are simply afraid of change are not thinking about the 
education of the children. This is a better option for everyone. HCPS is stuck in the past and will continue 
to fall behind in the world if things do not change now. 
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. Seriously though, there’s no need to change. 
It is so hot in late August, campus down schools, elementary schools with kids trying to play outside the 
heat is overwhelming. We already have many students, especially the lower level students who don’t come 
to school until after the first week of school as it is. They will miss more school. If we’re trying to help the 
AP kids let them be taught virtually in the summer! 
Even with a 4-day weekend, the Spanish teachers give weekly quizzes, sometimes twice a week starting 
from week 2.  Since the weather is still nice out, if they do start before Labor Day, teachers should not 
assign homework or have tests/quizzes until after Labor Day.  It is ridiculous to load up high schoolers and 
middle schoolers from day one while it can still be 80-90 degrees outside.  As a parent, nothing is more 
irritating than to come home and see that your child has a lot of homework the first few weeks of school 
and it still nice out.  Especially if they have already started school sports/tryouts.  Kids like to be outside in 
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the warm weather.  Labor Day is typically when kids and parents start buckling down as it starts getting 
cooler and the sun starts setting earlier. 
Do what's best for teaching our kids.  Family vacations can easily be moved to accommodate pre-Labor 
start.  Also, please reconsider year-round school for future years. 
I believe the exams and AP tests give strong reasons to start earlier. 
We like many others already have some tentative plans for the end of August this year. My children would 
be missing the first week of school. 
It would be best if there was an option to add additional instruction time to make up for what was lost in 
2020.  I know this is difficult and costly to implement, but is still what would be best for students. 
Teachers would appreciate more strictly clerical days rather than designating those days as staff 
development and clerical days. 
As mentioned several times before - the winter break should also be identified as Christmas and the spring 
break should also be identified as Easter - this will be consistent with identifying the other religious 
holidays and festivals on the calendar -  Yom Kippur, Diwali, Eid al-Fitr.  If the choice is to identify one 
(or more in this case), the guideline should be to identify all. 
Better to start earlier and plan for contingencies. 
I’m afraid that this virus is still going to be here with us! What are you going to be doing to protect the 
students and thus protect their family? 
1. Why not have Sept 7 (Rosh Hashanah) off for Option A, instead of Sept 3 off?  
2. Why not have the early start Aug 30, one week earlier, instead of 2 weeks earlier? Seems a good 
compromise so as not to cut off so much of the summer in August, especially for teachers. 
Get rid of half days. Half days are hard on the students and the parents. 
The longer we give Covid a chance to run its course, the better it will be for teachers and students. 
Love option A. The potential of having the first semester completed before winter break is huge for 
students and teachers alike. In addition, less time between testing and the end of the year is ideal. 
Our family has had to postpone vacation plans until the week of August 24.  I fear other families might be 
on vacation as well that week due to earlier summer plans being postponed. 
Option A will give the opportunity for makeup days in June in case of inclement weather closings. 
No change please 
Given the current situation with this pandemic it would be wise to always start school in August.  This 
would allow us to get ahead of seasons of illness brought on by cold weather.  I wish you would start 
school early in 2020.  Our children are so far behind and need to return to school as soon as possible.  
Please choose a pre-Labor Day start in 2021.  I would welcome a shorter summer so my children wouldn't 
suffer from a three-month summer slide.  Most school systems in this country start in August, as well as 
colleges and it's time Henrico moved forward with a pre-Labor Day start. 
I think both calendars are reasonable, but the before Labor Day start makes the most sense to align with 
most of the rest of the country. 
 

Two quibbles on these calendars: Why do we have random days off midweek? You have Nov 2nd and 4th 
off, so kids are at school M-W-F. Why not have Th-Fri off to account for the staff day and the religious 
holiday, and the kids are in school 3 sequential days, which promotes better retention and also allows 
families that travel to do so over a long weekend for that holiday. 
 

Similarly, both calendars have April 18 blocked for a clerical day, barely a week after Spring break. Why 
not put it on May 2nd and make that a 4 day weekend as well, which again disrupts learning less, with 
fewer broken weeks and more solid long weekend breaks. 
I prefer option A as it would align my public school child’s schedule with his brothers that attend private 
school. 
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Most families are still on vacation in August.  As far as the last day of school, there's only a two-week 
difference.  I think most families would prefer still being able to vacation until after Labor Day than to get 
out earlier.  I would prefer year round school over going back before Labor Day because teachers and 
students need those breaks every 6-9 weeks.  However, it would difficult for parents.  They would have to 
change their schedules along with daycares. 
Please keep the traditional calendar. 
My family has a timeshare in Myrtle Beach for the 2nd and 3rd weeks of August.  We purchased this 
about 10 years ago.  We never thought that Henrico would start school before Labor Day.  Please leave 
things the way they are. 
I want the extended year option. Extended year is well overdue and it would provide for more resource 
time, teaching beyond teaching for tests sols and give a chance to have more traditional systems for two 
recesses for elementary students with more gym art music and project based learning options for teachers. 
It would also alleviate the burden of the up to 12 weeks of nonacademic time in the summer which is not 
appropriate in this day in age.  
I believe extended year is progressive and educationally appropriate for 2020 - 2021 and beyond. 
Option B exposes our kids to fewer days of oppressive summer heat. Nobody learns when they are 
overheated. 
We are concerned COVID could return in the fall so we strongly support a pre Labor Day start to make 
sure our students can get in as much school as possible in case we are forced to close schools again. We 
would strongly support a pre Labor Day start for 2020 for the same reasons. 
Because of vacations lots of kids would likely miss the start of the school year with calendar A. Calendar 
B will work better for everyone. 
For staff with older children and kids in college, helps put parents on a schedule with them. And... option 
A is much better for secondary; allowing for more time in AP courses to best be prepared for AP testing!! 
Thank you!  But I would suggest finishing the school year in the Friday before Memorial Day. 
Put us on a schedule with the bulk of the rest of the Country! 
Get kids in school please they are going crazy at home..... 
I believe the benefit to AP, IB, and SOL testing is hard to ignore.  The added time should lead to improved 
results and instruction that can be creative and engaging rather than rushed and truncated. 
This is a no-win situation because one group is going to be unhappy.  Please don't let the "this is how 
we've always done it" drive this decision.  Too many people afraid of change. 
Why not consider starting this in the 2020-2021 school year? 
I would prefer year round school. Kids test scores would be higher and they wouldn't have so much of a 
gap from lost time learning. 
I'm surprised by both of these options...August 23rd seems extremely early to start in the school year, but 
Sept 8th is so late.  Why is the week in between not an option?  Starting on Monday, August 30th would 
seem like the perfect balance.  Thank you for all you do for our HCPS students! 
Why do the kids have off Nov 2 and 4? That doesn’t make sense. 
Please start 2020 early!!! 
I would like Henrico to have the same calendar as the surrounding counties.  I live in Chesterfield but 
teach in Henrico so it would be very difficult and expensive for childcare to have a different schedule from 
my young children. 
It is time for Henrico schools to match what many other districts along with private schools in the area are 
doing. School needs to start before Labor Day. It is time to get rid of the “tradition” that holds no merit 
anymore. 
Honestly, it goes along with my work schedule as a professor. 
Calendar A correlates to Chesterfield's schedule. 
I think calendar B provides more no school days for religious holidays which I appreciate. 
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Please start school before Labor Day. By mid-August vacations Are over and families are ready to start 
back to school. The summer slide is entirely too long in many sports have already started practicing. We 
have to be home anyway for that so why not go ahead and start school? 
It’s almost June.  Asking people  to adjust schedules & change works better with the ability to plan a year 
out with childcare, etc. 
It really doesn't matter to me which calendar is chosen but as a teacher for Henrico but living in another 
county with children I hope you will consult local counties (Hanover, Chesterfield, Richmond) to try to 
coordinate calendars. 
Our vacation is always that last week of August!! 
It is time for Virginia to align with other states and higher education schedules.  Please make the switch!!! 
Students are going to be so far behind because of the COVID-19 closures. As a teacher and more 
importantly, a parent, I fully support the August start date to help catch students up from the out-of-school 
slide.  
 

Moreover, doing it now instead of in the future, would not cause a short summer when/if HCPS decides to 
move to that schedule. 
 

As a teacher, I have heard how many of our students are struggling mentally with being at home and think 
that a return to normalcy sooner, rather than later, would help many of them as well. 
You should be sending a survey to parents about THIS Fall 2020.  Online schooling does NOT work and 
will not be a substitute for in-person learning.  Most parents I talk to are NOT scared to send their kids 
back to school and are disgusted that the governor and districts appear to be considering this. Collateral 
damage is what our children have become and how districts are not COMPLETELY concerned about our 
kids' and parents' psychological well-being is beyond me.  These poor children with so many 
disadvantages should be at the forefront of your minds when making decisions.  To lose in-person school 
is such a disaster.  Check Johns Hopkins Univ. statistics and see that kids have basically one in a million 
chance of being affected by this virus.  Anyone who is concerned about sending their kids to school should 
keep them home; but the rest of us operating under logic should not be punished, nor should those who do 
NOT have a voice - let alone broadband access. 
I would like for the start of school to be a unified decision across the metro area. 
Please put year round school back on the table for discussion! 
Once again, I do not believe you should have religious holidays as staff clerical and professional learning 
days. At best teachers of those faiths can be granted a day off without a using one of their own but you are 
still making staff choose between observing their holiday or participating in professional learning. If it's a 
student holiday, it should be a staff holiday for any day off tied to a religious reason. 
Please don’t change it! 
Please use this as the start to get to year round school!!! It makes so much more sense - and so much better 
to recover public education following health crisis’ such as Covid 19!!!! 
Many families have long standing vacation weeks right before Labor Day.  Changing the calendar requires 
families to choose between pulling their children out of school or not going on a family vacation.  Strong 
families make for strong students.  Strong students make for strong schools. 
Though I have selected Option B, overall, my biggest preference is for the surrounding counties to have 
the same start date.  Though I'm a teacher in Henrico, I don't reside in Henrico, therefore, it would be ideal 
if the surrounding counties had the same general start/end date for scheduling and childcare purposes. 
Since many Virginia schools start after Labor Day and neighboring states to the south start earlier, it is a 
bonus to be able to vacation in mid-August at off season prices, making a vacation more affordable. 
I teach an AP course and this would allow more time to teach and review for the AP Exam and less time 
after the exam where students have to do projects. 
We like to have August for family vacations. 
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The school year should’ve always started pre Labor Day. Summer feels like it’s almost over by the time 
they get out on the traditional schedule. 
Prefer Option B because Labor Day is "officially" the end of summer... 
Would love there to be an all year round option as well! 
I'd prefer if both options included full day teacher clerical days at the end of each marking period, rather 
than just half day options. It takes a long time to write report card comments and complete other elements 
of elementary report cards while also continuing to plan, grade, communicate with parents, update blogs, 
grade papers, etc. during the course of a normal school week. 
Hate the half days; it is hard to get day care for those. 
I think the children have been through enough changes. I have full confidence that the teachers will give 
the children what they need.  Two extra weeks may cause behavior issues especially when coming back 
from pandemic. 
The world for us as a community is currently chaotic, unpredictable, and a whole “new normal.” This does 
not seem to be the best time to add continued changes. People naturally find comfort in the familiar, and I 
feel we should all hold onto any comfort we can find in such uncertain times. 
I don’t want to start before Labor Day. 
I think that if you do eventually do a pre-Labor Day start you should not take TWO weeks off that summer 
break, but only one. Then if you want to move it up an additional week the next year you can. Losing 
TWO weeks of a summer break is a lot. Personally I think school should just always start as close to Sept 
1 as possible. 
Starting before Labor Day is too early. Many families such as mine goes away at the end of the summer 
right before Labor Day. 
I would rather prefer year around classes with smaller 3 weeks breaks. If that is not happening, then do not 
change the schedule and open after Labor Day. Allow children to enjoy the whole summer and finish with 
a nice long Labor Day weekend. I seriously suggest to consider year around school schedule. 
I'm a bit confused by the holidays surrounding Labor Day on both calendars. Am I to understand that in 
option a there would be no holiday for Labor Day? Why is the 7th a professional development day in 
option b when school has not begun yet for students but in option a it appears Labor Day week is a typical 
work week? 
Option B allows working families to enjoy more than one summer holiday weekend.  There is no 
significant advantage to start school prior to Labor Day.  Has HCPS utilized a lean sigma team to analyze 
the current school day to determine where the deficiencies are?  I would surmise that increasing 
effectiveness during the school day, helping with study habits, and practicing testing skills would be more 
effective and would lead to increased testing scores vs. changing the current calendar. 
A head start on AP testing would lead to a much calmer and more thoroughly taught AP curriculum.  
Starting the school year more in line with college programs would allow families with students in higher 
education and public school a more similar vacation schedule.  Starting the school year earlier would allow 
high school students seeking work opportunities for the summer a chance to hit the job market more 
closely with their college peers who may also be seeking similar employment. 
Although the pre-Labor Day plan is more in line with College calendar years, I'm not sure I think it’s a Pro 
to starting early.  Many families have multiple children and getting your college student off to school 
while balancing your high school student’s needs can be challenging.  Fee day would probably conflict 
with move in days for college kids.  Just something to consider. 
Yea, the ONLY thing I am looking forward to lately is my pre-planned beach vacation to NC the week of 
Aug 22. This vacation was planned pre coronavirus, obviously - but a lot of money and planning has gone 
into that. I spent 5 days a week homeschooling my 2 kids now ...counting down the days until we get a 
family vacation to take our minds off of this pandemic. Education is always important but to many, the 
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end of the summer has a good outlook as far as this pandemic is concerned and for many it will be a 
chance to enjoy some MUCH NEEDED rest and relaxation after what has been a very trying school year. 
As someone who previously lived in an area that started before Labor Day I found it fine. I grew up and 
attended Henrico county schools so it was a change for me. However, it was good for our kids, but that 
school district, Strongsville Ohio, usually finished right after memorial day. Personally I am fine with 
either calendar, but I would like to voice a recommendation to Henrico go look in to year round schooling. 
As I believe that is the better long solution. 
Option A makes it easier to move kids from private to public schools since many private schools start 
before Labor Day.  A family could have a middle school child in public school and elementary aged child 
in private school and the kids wouldn’t be in vastly different calendars. 
Pre Labor Day is for losers and people that don’t like fun and also people that don’t appreciate cheese as 
much as they should. 
PLEASE modernize America's future and teach our children that work doesn't end in the summer. 
PLEASE plan year-round public schooling. And PLEASE call for the resignation of xxxxxxx. 
I would strongly consider bringing back to the discussion table the option of year-'round school.  That 
would be my preferred option. 
Overall, this would be better for the students and teachers as they prep students for the standardized test. 
It makes sense to have 2 additional weeks of instruction time prior to the big testing month of May.  In my 
experience, there is very little learning in June. After the end of year testing has completed, students and 
teachers are just ready for the year to be over, so Option A makes sense! 
LOVE that the students would have more time to prepare for the  AP exams! 
Why start the school so close to this pandemic? No, I am not a fan. Concerned Parent. 
Love the way things are! If it ain't broke... 
I wish that you would seriously reconsider bringing back the extended school year calendar. 
Is there a reason that Yom Kippur and Diwali are on the 2021/2022 calendar and Christmas and Easter are 
excluded?? Why is there discrimination with the Christian holidays? If you are recognizing religious 
holidays and writing them on the calendar then Christmas and Easter also need to be written on the 
calendar as well. 
Unless school goes to a year round scenario, I think it should just stay like it is. I think just going a few 
weeks earlier is kind of more trouble than it is worth. Either make a big change (year round), or leave it 
alone. 
Either option is fine, assuming there is in person schooling by then. 
I think it would be nice to have more instructional time before tests. And also ending in early June allows 
students you have started spring/summer sports (swim team) to not have it conflict with school time. 
Would be nice to make Spring Break the last week of March with Option A. 
AP & IB exams and more instruction time is a big deal - START BEFORE LABOR DAY please!!!! 
It’s time Henrico gets aligned with other school districts in the country. Students taking AP classes have 
been severely disadvantaged by starting classes after Labor Day. The August start time will benefit these 
students greatly. 
Extra time before aps is integral plus all fall sports are already practicing. 
Lots of families including ours travel at the end of the summer. Starting prior to Labor Day would be a 
huge disappointment for my family. 
Also allows families to take advantage of earlier vacation rates and this will save a ton!  Thanks for 
asking. 
Having lived in the Midwest for over 30 years where the calendar was option A, we have loved the post-
Labor Day start. It allows families to enjoy a longer summer with nice weather and take advantage of 
affordable vacation options the last two weeks of August when other states are back in school. It also 
allows everyone to use Labor Day as the jumpstart to the school year and a good routine. 
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I really liked the year round option that was eliminated. 
I would just suggest that the start of school be moved to not start on the 2nd day of a major Jewish holiday. 
By starting after Labor Day we allow for families to send their kids to sleep away camps up north and not 
miss time there. 
I prefer a post Labor Day start as we always take the last two weeks off for our traditional family vacation.  
This is the only time my children, rising 6th and rising 8th graders can see their very large extended 
family.  Time with many “elders” of both sides of our family.  They won’t be around forever and it’s 
hugely important to us to continue to put family first.  My father died before my children were born.  This 
family gathering helps keep his and others memories alive while making new memories with family. 
 

After watching my kids truly struggle with the isolation due to Covid 19 their emotional well-being is my 
priority.  Once we get back to normal I feel it’s important to stay with what has been the norm 
academically/schedule etc.  to continue some sort of normal routine.  They’ve had enough real trauma to 
last them a lifetime.  Please keep things the same.  It’s one simple thing we can do for are children. 
Are you sure that you want to open school while Covid 19 is still in this country? I don't want my children 
to look like France. We have to talk later? It depends on our government. They have plan protection about 
Covid 19 for our kids. 
Coordinate with other counties like Chesterfield. 
I would like to have virtual learning as an option as I do not feel safe with sending my children back in a 
school setting with the COVID19 still active. 
Starting after Labor Day is the best options for families and school staff, it gives ample time for planning 
and preparation for opening the school year. 
Could you consider reducing the Summer Break 1 or 2 weeks and increase winter break respectively. 
Change is not always good. Transition is gonna be tricky for the new school year. At the very least push it 
off for another year so life can bounce back after Covid19. 
Option B would allow our family to continue an important annual family tradition and get-together with 
the children's godmothers the last week in August and Labor Day Weekend.  The godmothers come from a 
considerable distance to spend time with their godchildren and our whole family, where wonderful 
memories are made and which would be greatly discouraged and hindered by beginning school before 
Labor Day -- and by having school that week in August because we all travel to the beach for that annual 
tradition and get-together.  It is often the only time in the year that the children see their godmothers who 
live a considerable distance away.  This has been a long tradition in our family that would be prevented 
from happening by having school the week before Labor Day Weekend. 
This should be done for the 2020-2021 school year, provided we are returning to school. The kids have 
already been out of school for weeks. They would not have to lose any of their summer break. 
As an AP teacher, I would love the extra time that option A provides.  I know that this will produce a 
significant increase in the AP scores of my students.  Also, it's an unfortunate reality that many students 
have a drop in engagement after AP exams/SOL tests.  Having more instructional time before these major 
assessments means less time afterwards that is not usually as productive. 
Change is good. 
I’m very disappointed that the extended year calendar option was removed from consideration. It’s the 
most conducive to learning. But since that is no longer an option, the traditional post-Labor Day start is 
better. Summer camps operate from June through the end of July and leave August as “family” time. If 
schools starts before Labor Day, that family time is cut in half since summer camps won’t alter their 
schedules to begin in early June to ensure they accommodate all school systems’ schedules). 
Thanks for considering everyone's opinions. 
I think starting before Labor Day is a good idea since we have been out for so long. Kids need to get back 
to routine and structure as soon as possible. 
Just follow tradition. 
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While my son is at Tucker, I still prefer the early start. maybe some classes have to use old school building 
for a few weeks and could move to new building after labor day is a better option. 
Reduce the total number of "Teacher Work Days" by half & increase the school year by 15 days. There are 
currently 30 days shown in the 2021-22 calendar. These 30 days plus the +/- 12 weeks (60 business days) 
in the summer is more time off than any other profession. In addition, the +/- 12 weeks in summer can be 
used to earn additional income. Increasing the school year & decreasing the "Teacher Work Days" will 
make the tax money used by HCPS better educationally (provided the money isn't sucked up by 
administration). 
Option A:  Not only for AP/IB testing, but also for more efficient use of student time after spring break! 
I hope the county will reconsider option c in the coming years. 
With option A; school should end June 17th. Add 5 day breaks for Columbus Day, Diwali, Presidents day 
and a 10-day spring break. Shorter summer break allows less" summer slide". 
Please consider the Lunar New Year as a student holiday. 
Many families and teachers take vacations late August as it is less expensive than earlier in the summer.  
This calendar has always worked well and there is no good reason to change it. 
I hope you are considering more robust options for remote learning, as well as smaller class sizes or social 
distancing/alternating students for half days or partial in school/remote schooling.  What was done for 
elementary students this spring were not only laughable, but embarrassing for the school board and all 
educators in our county. It seems as though teachers have been enjoying some nice time off from teaching 
during this time, while the students suffered. 
Keep it traditional 
I am concerned that the construction of Tucker and the other two new schools will not be ready in time if 
we go with Option A.  Plus, I do not like change.  It has been this way for so long.  I do not want the added 
stress of another change. 
Keep the continuity due to the fact some high school children will work during the summer months they 
need adequate time to work and save, or some will work to help financially assist their family such as to 
help contribute to their college education and/or to help provide for assistance to single parent families 
especially if they have lost a member in their family due to the Covid19 pandemic could put someone in a 
financial bind and it may have a lasting effect for them that could be long term. 
I feel that for Option A to have school start in August, there is not too much difference in when school 
closes for the summer. I thought by having school begin in August, school would end in May. With these 
two options, I don't see how Option A is really much better than Option B. 
Please consider bringing back the year-round option. 
We have lived in other states who started school in early, mid, and late August. It always felt too soon and 
my children's summer vacation was cut short. We enjoy the later start time as residents in Virginia. It 
provides our family the opportunity to take one final summer vacation at the end of August, which works 
with our professional schedules, before school starts. 
It aligns with national testing. 
An extended school year would have been preferable for students since they would be making up the time 
lost during the pandemic. This would have helped teachers go over material lost from the last 3 months of 
the previous school year. 
Fairfax County has had tremendous success with pre-labor day start.  Goochland has as well.  It would be 
nice for kids to be out while the weather is still nice in June & back in air conditioning in August when it's 
too miserably hot to enjoy the outdoors anyways.  The IB testing & mid-term exam advantages far 
outweigh everything else. 
It's best if school ends right after SOLs. Assuming the window doesn't shift, this gives students more time 
prior to testing to learn the content and then school ends after. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Option A would give the school more time to prepare for SOL tests. Also, this wouldn’t leave as much 
time after the competition of the SOL tests so they could be the culminating activity for the year. 
My sister is going to college and I’d either miss the first week of school or miss dropping her off at college 
and so starting in September would be the best option for my family as well as many other families in my 
situation. 
Please bring back the year round schedule. 
Starting school before Labor Day would take vacation time away from families who typically plan their 
summer trips in the latter part of August. 
No additional comments at this time. 
The benefits laid out for Option A do not justify the change in a normal year, and especially not with the 
changes brought about by the pandemic. 
Starting school in August would require that the AC in all the schools are functioning at optimal levels. It's 
too hot to be on school buses in August. 
I believe that it would be most beneficial to begin after Labor Day like we've always done. I see no true 
benefit to starting early, the days off and half days look to be the exact same for the most part. 
Option A: 
-If we start early, the prior summer break will be 3 weeks shorter than the previous summer break. Could 
we perhaps “phase in” the early start by 1 week (giving building plans an extra week deadline & also 
slowly taking that summer break in increments? 
-Also, I think you might consider moving Spring break. I love that it is no longer tied to Easter!!! But why 
not place it at the end of a 9-week period? That way grades are finished and 4th quarter begins fresh when 
kids return? 
 

Option B: 
-We’ve has a rough 2020 with no idea what 2020-21 school year is going to look like. Redistricting. New 
buildings / renovations. Online classes / modified classes...sheesh.  Can we not wait one more year until 
2022-23 to make yet another change? 
Thanks! 
The kids have missed so much by the pandemic. The sooner they can be in school the better. 
I think the cooler the weather the more focus the students will be so start in Sept. Plus once you start them 
in the morning wake-up routine, I wouldn't want to put in a long Labor Day weekend and disrupt it. Next 
thought is --this way we are out of school all of July and all of August; any other plan only gives of all of 
July. 
I also have children in private school and it would be nice to have them on a more similar schedule. 
Unless, you plan to make fundamental change to extend the school year to a year round, what's the 
difference of two weeks one way or the other? How long does the board or the state for that matter need to 
research whether extended year school is better than the current system? We are in the 21st Century. It is 
too bad the board has chosen to kick this can down the road when clearly a fundamental change is needed 
in public school. The current situation only exposes the flaws even more. Have courage to make the right 
decision. 
I wish there was an option for a week long fall break. I also like the year round idea. More frequent breaks 
would help avoid burn out and allow for more travel times and extracurricular camps. 
Don’t have a strong preference. Either option is fine. 
It would be nice to be more in line with the college calendars. 
Stay in sync with neighboring school systems. 
All year around school with breaks. A lot of educational time was missed due to Covid-19. 
Please coordinate with Hanover. I live in Hanover but teach in Henrico. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
A lot of families have scheduled vacations a year or two in advance during the month of August. This 
would definitely cause a conflict with school starting before Labor Day. Labor Day always seems to 
signify the end of summer for most people. Also, a lot of times, June is not as hot as July & August, so the 
pool & beach water temperatures are not as warm. This causes the water to not be as enjoyable as during 
the month of August when it is definitely much warmer. I feel that the schedule should not change. Keep it 
the way that it is and start after Labor Day. 
Colleges start at the end of August and also most families on a tight monthly budget go on vacation the 
last weekend of August because it is cheaper!  Keep things the same and start school the day after Labor 
Day!!! 
Strongly opposed to pre-Labor Day start. Starting two weeks early changes a lot and does not offer enough 
time to impact test scores. 
The summer is basically over by this time and dragging it out through Labor Day weekend on the front 
end and dragging through June is too much. 
Okay with continuing the same/similar schedule, and don't want a reduction of summer break. 
The kids should have their extra week of summer break. 
This year especially, the students will have been out for a very long time. The earlier they get back, the 
better. Also, if we have another outbreak in the winter, it gives us more time for the school year in case it 
needs to be extended. 
I don’t know if you know it but y’all are doing a great job. Keep up the good work. 
I am concerned about how you plan to open schools safely using either scenario. It's dangerously 
unrealistic to expect that students will consistently and cooperatively wear masks, maintain six feet of 
social distance in all directions, and keep their hands clean. That simply is not going to happen. You'd be 
clearly putting people's lives at risk. The only way to safely open schools is to ensure that everyone 
entering a school building is free of asymptomatic (or symptomatic) COVID-19. That would require 
extensive testing or a viable vaccine, neither of which are currently available. I'm not sure why you're 
having this discussion now. It's reckless. 
Kids are bored for most part and ready to go back to school in August. Working in school system, I could 
see kids getting restless when good weather started and wanted to get out of school. 
Addressing the academic calendar alignment for students with IB and AP exams is really very attractive 
with Option A. Also, aligning with university calendars is a great plus for families with children in both 
school and college. 
Many families cannot afford summer vacation rates and wait for that window of reduced rates the last two 
weeks of August to go on their family vacation. It is an important time for family bonding and a chance for 
kids to see something other than home without breaking the bank.  There are so many attacks on family 
time these days and the push for a pre-Labor Day start is just another attack on families. 
This option would keep the students aligned with university schedules. 
I believe we need the year round option. This will provide breaks in the schedule that will naturally break 
up illness outbreaks. This is what I observe in my pediatric practice. With COVID her for the foreseeable 
future, this is a valid option. 
Why is September 7th a holiday on option B and not option A? 
Keeping the same school starting day! Kids enjoy those last few weeks of summer before school starts. 
This has been going on or decades. Why change it now? It’s also inconvenient for those who plan last few 
weeks of family vacation to enjoy the end of summer. Helps parents to know that they have few more 
weeks to get any necessary school supplies and get their kids off to school as normal. 
This would give teachers more time to teach the material and not feel like we have to rush through it. If we 
could start two weeks earlier, we would have more time to review as well! 
I still think work should be done toward moving Henrico to a year-round schedule. 



 
53 

Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
The reasons for moving the calendar up two weeks do not seem important enough to merit making this 
change. People are accustomed to the post-Labor Day start and plan vacations accordingly every year. 
Option A- to be able to review the year before. 
In light of the pandemic and the uncertainty of what will happen in the Fall, I think it best to start early. 
How about thinking more outside the box and have year round school? There is no longer a need to follow 
the agrarian calendar. School starts in September, Off Thanksgiving through New Year’s, Back to School 
January to April. - Off April, Back to School May-Mid July - Off mid-July to end of August. 
Instead of an extra day off at Labor Day, which we do not have now, it would be more helpful to have a 
fall break in October to break up the school year. It's a long stretch from mid-August to Thanksgiving 
without a break. Labor Day is too early to call that a break. School had just started. 
Would be nice to see school end in May like other school divisions in southwest Virginia. 
I simply don't see the point in changing the schedule just because others have. 
A pre-Labor Day start would impact numerous families who use the last two weeks of August for pre-
planned, annual family vacations.  
I don't think starting two weeks early just so there is less time between standardized testing and the end of 
the school year is a valid reason to start the school year earlier. You can still teach students regardless of 
how much time there is between any standardized testing and the end of the year. 
We’ve always started school later than some other school systems. Being able to start off the school in late 
August and having an early Summer sounds a lot better. 
I don’t understand why the school system always wants to change from the norm and even bring up 
starting in August.  Don’t fix something that isn’t broken. 
I like that it matches more closely to the college school year. I also think that stretch of time before 
Christmas is important. It is when students are most focused on learning, so to lengthen that time can only 
be a good thing in my opinion. 
Why change something that has worked forever?!?! 
With the earlier start for Calendar Option A, did you consider an earlier week for Spring Break to 1) keep 
it proportionally the same percent through the school year and 2) better align with timing of break for 
colleges and other schools? 
Please give heavy consideration to transitioning to year-round school. 
Please talk with the surrounding counties and decide on a start date together.  So many of us live in one 
county and work in another.  It's a true impact on child care and I don't want to miss time with my family. 
The past 17 years we have scheduled an end of summer family vacation around the week before Labor 
Day. This schedule has worked well for both students and families and I don’t agree with the disruption of 
traditional schedules that that there would be any additional benefit to starting the school year prior to 
Labor Day. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 
The more time they have to allow the virus to die down the better and two weeks is nothing at this point 
considering the level of catch up they are already on. 
I think this option is great. Going later in June is going to be so incredibly hot on the school buses.  I love 
this idea as I am a school bus driver. 
I think starting after Labor Day is perfectly fine, it’s been like that for ages, please leave it how it is and 
not change it, it makes no sense to change. 
Would there be an option for distance learning using Zoom for real time class interaction and instructional 
for families that may not yet be comfortable with sending their child back to physical class due to COVID-
19 and possible second wave. 
I hope that Henrico considers the fact that many teachers live in surrounding counties and have children 
who attend schools in those counties. I would hope that Henrico would consult with other counties and try 
to make their calendar similar to the surrounding counties for the sake of those who teach in Henrico but 
live elsewhere. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
The reasons behind doing this is because the COVID-19 pandemic through us all for a loop so if we're 
going to successively start a new school year we need to allow as much time as possible before the new 
school year for these issues to subside. We must also take in consideration of the families, staff and 
government officials that are working hard to ensure our children a safe school year. We must make sure 
everything is up to par for everyone. I do not believe rushing back to school would make a difference only 
for half a million children across Virginia to become severely ill. Now that would be catastrophic! 
I have court ordered visitation with my son that I would rather not have to pay an attorney to go back to 
court to change. Please stop trying to change the calendar. You are directly causing me anxiety and stress. 
It is time to align with the rest of the schools in the area and start before Labor Day. 
For families with two working parents, calendar A would be more beneficial for summer care.  Having a 
schedule more closely aligned with college schedules provides less gaps when hiring college students for 
childcare. 
I've always loved other areas that started a little earlier so they could end earlier. I feel like it gives the kids 
more time to enjoy the pool and summer vacations as most families begin vacationing in June. Normally, 
school continued to run through the middle of June. 
Pre Labor Day starts interfere with college start dates. This creates an issue for staff and parents who have 
college age kids as well as high school age kids. Parents would have conflicts in schedules trying to get 
their college students settled in to college and their high school students starting their first week.   
I do not see any advantage of moving the start date to August. 
I don’t know why it takes so long to change things around here, let’s plan to be in action for 20-21.  
The kids have lost a lot this year and something needs to be done. Just because Plan B is what has been 
forever is not a reason to keep it. Change is usually for the good!!! 
We normally take a family vacation at the end of august as that is when rental rates are an affordable price. 
Schools should offer free summer camp for the students during the summer months. Especially for low 
income families. 
So many teachers and staff live outside Henrico and have children who attend schools in other nearby 
counties. Starting after Labor Day, like the rest of the greater Richmond area, allowed us to keep staff who 
have children that attend school in other counties. If we switched to a pre-Labor Day start, we run a 
serious risk of losing many employees to other counties that are all on the same schedule. 
Please make this change so we will have a similar calendar to the majority of private schools, public 
schools, and colleges. 
I liked the third option that you took off the books before even letting people vote on them. I think a year 
round school would be good for the students. This would ensure that the kids got their education 
throughout the year and not "forget" what they had been taught the previous year. As a child of HCPS, it 
was difficult to come back and remember anything that was from the previous year. It is hard enough to 
learn the instruction as the way that you "have" to do it but then to start out the school year in a whole new 
classroom and hardly remember what we were taught the year before but then to get thrown into the year 
and having to do all new work on top of remembering the year before to have as a base, it was difficult. 
While I have a strong preference for Option B, I think that Calendar A would be easier to swallow if 
teachers and students did not have to lose part of their 2021 summer break. 
Option A is my choice mainly because it provides our students more opportunity to prepare for tests which 
have unmovable testing dates set by other entities such as the AP test and the Wise test.  While this may be 
a change for families the first year, it will become routine going forward and provide our students with a 
more even playing field to other districts within four state and across the nation.  Having to close schools 
in March due to Covid really put our students taking the AP tests at a disadvantage.  Even though the 
College Board cut out several chapters of material from the test from the end of the year, our students were 
still missing instruction because we start later and the College Board’s expectations of where the student’s 
should have gotten in their studies did not align. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
How will teachers be compensated for starting two weeks earlier? 
I was very disappointed to see that the year-round school option was removed. I feel there is substantial 
research to support the benefits of year-round school. I hope the board will consider that in the future. 
I would prefer for the extended year (full year) to be put back in the mix.  It is by far the best option for 
student learning. 
Not to make the Monday after Easter (if it falls outside of break or at the end of break) a teacher workday.  
Let us have it off!!!!!! 
I do understand the disadvantage that the shortened 19/20 school year has been for students, mine 
included.  He is in special education and was doing amazing prior to the closer but with that being said I 
do not think that we should deviate from the traditional calendar.   While I can see the benefits for a 
modified 20/21 school calendar because the current shortened year I do not think that it would be a 
onetime thing once it was implemented.  Thank you for all that you do! 
Will children be attending virtual school or expected to be in the building? If they are expected to be at 
school what social distancing and safety protocols are you putting into place to protect our children as it is 
assumed that the Covid-19 will continue to be a threat. 
Thank you for the opportunity to give input this far in advance. If the change to a pre-Labor Day start 
occurs I would hope that would be a consistent change and not one that we would vote on each year. 
Please take off the table permanently any thoughts of year round school.  Kids, parents, and teachers 
deserve a real summer break.  The HCPS traditional calendar has worked well for decades, no need to 
change that. 
Option A is more in line with the rest of the state and other states. It will be easier to plan summer 
vacations and family gatherings. Also I'm in favor of more time for learning and educating children before 
SOL testing. 
I would prefer year round school. 
Option A should also provide a natural break for the first semester to end at Christmas break which is a 
positive for teachers and students. 
This has been my preferred start that I wish was happening this year. Gives it will put us in line with 
almost every other county in the state, that all start before September and lets kids get out earlier in June. 
We would like to start option A for year 2020-2021. Earlier is better definitely. It is too late to start school 
after Labor Day. This should end as soon as possible. It is not good for student at all. 
Keep it the same please. 
Previous grade level testing to ensure each student is placed in the proper grade. 
Why did they take the extended school year off the table? When are they going to make up for 2019-2020 
school year? I am disappointed that they are not offering more instruction next year. 
The current calendar has worked just fine for Henrico County since time immemorial. Why change it for a 
few imagined improvements? Certainly there could be good things said about any proposed start date from 
January to December, but real changes also come with unforeseen negatives. There is nothing wrong with 
the current way we do things, so why introduce chaos into a settled system when the supposed advantages 
are admittedly minor? The change would require teachers to make major planning adjustments, parents to 
make childcare and vacation adjustments, students to make employment adjustments, business to make 
hiring/retention adjustments, etc. Leave it alone, please. 
Also have Spring Break align with colleges (March).  Thank you. 
Please start from 2020 fall. 
Starting before Labor Day can give students and family a preparing time for formal school year. I also 
wonder how students make up the classes they missed during school close because of Covid-19 pandemic. 
I actually loved the idea of year round school. 
For those students in AP courses, the post-Labor Day start puts them at a disadvantage to students across 
the country that start school in August. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
It would be nice if there was a version where the first semester could actually end before the winter break.  
Ex. Start 8/16, be in school on 9/3, 9/16, 10/11, and 11/4 (half-day?).   
It would be great if the HCPS focused more on its core mission of actually educating kids, and stopped 
spending so much time and energy fiddling with the calendar every year. Just leave it alone. 
Like it the way it’s been for years. Why change something that works. 
Henrico County has been asking the General Assembly for this for years.  I'm not sure why we are 
questioning this now.  It would benefit students taking AP classes because they would have more time 
with the material. 
Our family has a standing vacation that would interfere with the Calendar A option. 
I like the idea of getting out on June 3rd, so an early start would be a small sacrifice for the early start to 
summer! 
Why change it if it is not broken. Don't change the course of history. 
Our family traditional vacations to the beach the last week of August. 
Option A makes better sense to be aligned with colleges and universities. 
Not to next year, however as I am here I would like to voice I don't think the children starting school in the 
fall is a good option unless done virtually. Having children have to be in mask and stay six feet apart will 
be an awful task. 
We should also consider going to a year-round school calendar for the following year. 
If there are no budgetary advantages to starting earlier, then why change? 
Closer to university schedules and many other school systems. 
Please stop the summer slide and start school prior to Labor Day.  It is time to align with the rest of the 
area schools both public and private to make this happen. 
I love the idea of a pre-Labor Day start for school.  I work in another county who starts even before 8/23 
and it would be really nice to have more school systems all aligned with start and finish dates.  Thank you 
for considering this option and I sincerely hope that this is the way HCPS families vote. 
I think students and teachers are eager and ready to return to school in late August, and would achieve 
more instructional gains with an earlier start. 
I love that this calendar aligns with state university schedules as I will have two kids in college. It will 
allow for more time with my family. 
Closer academic schedule alignment to the VHSL sports schedule starting in August (as well as other 
school clubs / activities) will help those families coordinate summer plans. 
While this survey is focused on school start date, it would also help families to limit 1/2 days or to 
intentionally limit 1/2 days to Fridays or days before a holiday. 
First, you are asking the wrong question at this time.  
With our extended absence from school due to COVID-19, we should be asking whether we should start 
THIS NEXT FALL before Labor Day to lessen the learning loss of this extended absence.  
I can predict two of your objections: 1) We already told families that school would start AFTER Labor 
Day this Fall, and they have made plans accordingly. Well, most plans have already been thrown out the 
window. We have had enough family time, and we need to get back to work. This year is our opportunity 
to NOT have a "short summer" when making this transition, so we should take advantage of it. 
2) I appreciate the unknowns around school opening in the Fall due to COVID-19. As I am writing this, 
we are talking three months down the road. Schools around the world have been open or are opening up. If 
we are safe to open after Labor Day, two weeks earlier will not matter, and we can get back to normal 
sooner. 
 

Now, to the question of these two options:  
It is curious in these two options that A starts two weeks earlier, yet the end of Semester 1 in both options 
is nearly the same. Since we no longer have Semester (Midterm) exams, I see no need to provide a chunk 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
of time after Winter Break before ending the semester. With Exam Review and Exam Week, this chunk 
made some sense. So why unbalance the marking periods? Also, with no Midterm Week, Winter Break 
need not begin on a Saturday. 
 

BIGGER PICTURE: We still need to find a way to end Semester 1 BEFORE Winter Break. If we can 
accept the unbalanced marking period lengths (as we show in Option B), this should be a prime objective 
going forward. 
Leave the calendar at it is. 
Due to the private schools and many other counties using a pre-Labor Day start there are VASTLY fewer 
camp options for kids the 2 weeks prior to Labor Day.  This would make for ease of camp scheduling and 
work best for working parents. 
The calendar should be flexible to cope with potential new waves of Covid-19. It should stretch 
throughout 12 months, and the "summer" break can occur either after completing the 9 months or when 
stay-home order is in place. Start time should help the "summer" break occur at the peak season of Covid-
19. Exams should be flexible like that too. 
Students and Parents already have plans. Extending social distancing even by a few weeks might make a 
difference, and some people might feel better about it too. 
Previously scheduled vacation in late August. 
This option allows us more time to get into our routine and start diving into curriculum before testing 
season starts.  Plus, after testing in the Spring, it is difficult to keep the kids engaged for the remaining 
LONG stretch of time before the year ends.  With a June 3rd end date, that leaves the perfect amount of 
time for classes to enjoy some fun and engaging end of year activities after testing. 
Honestly the main reason I would choose Option B is because I work at Highland Springs High School 
and I think we are going to need all the time we can get to have the building ready in time for staff and 
students.  The following year I would love to go with Option A - though I do believe 1st semester should 
end before Christmas Break. 
I would like the School Board to survey public interest in an extended year calendar, with a shorter 
summer vacation and more breaks throughout the year. 
Why change this? School should not start prior to Labor Day. 
Many families plan vacation time around Labor Day. I think kids need a summer and family vacation to 
look forward to in an effort to balance the majority of the year spent studying. This is more important than 
you know to having a balanced childhood. My youngest son began noticing when he was 7yrs old that 
school would end in June and we would go on vacation near the end of July or in August to keep track of 
the time after New Year’s and Christmas! It sounds crazy but sometimes kids are more aware of things 
than the adults... The kids and parents need the time off and we will take it regardless of the school start 
dates. Don't put parents in a hard situation because we will choose family time always. 
It is strange in the calendar that 1st nine weeks ends on November 1 for both options. 
Although the pre-Labor Day option would shorten one summer break, I think it is preferred for many 
reasons that have already been detailed. It allows an extra week of instructional window before state 
testing, less time after state testing before the start of summer, and allows students and staff to begin 
summer break earlier in June. I also like the idea of a 4 day weekend for Labor Day to help students and 
staff transition back. 
Move the September 3rd (Friday) student holiday to Tuesday September Tuesday so that Teachers and 
students can celebrate the Jewish holiday without having to miss instruction. 
For testing purposes among many other reasons, a pre-Labor Day start is a fantastic idea and long overdue. 
Teachers have trouble getting all the material taught prior to SOL tests when we start after Labor Day. 
Let's start early! 
After students take the SOLs in May, in their minds, school is pretty much done. Starting earlier would 
give more instruction time to cover curriculum. Also, if an employee is a 220-day employee, Option B has 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
one working until the end of June--that's an eternity it seems. Maybe 220 day employees don't need all 
those extra days at the end of their contract, especially in light of budget cuts? Maybe a survey to those 
folks would be worth studying. 
I like having a different schedule from schools in the south. It makes vacationing in the south (i.e. beaches, 
Disney, etc.) easier. 
I personally am not going to be comfortable with my child starting school or going back to school until 
this pandemic has reached the end. 
Labor Day is a work say for teachers? 
Kids have been through enough changes. 
I would prefer more days off at Thanksgiving with any calendar chosen. 
More Fridays off or 1/2 days on Fridays instead of Mondays.  It is ridiculous to have a 1/2 day on a 
Monday. 
I would much rather start early (before Labor Day) and end early as well.  A lot of counties in Virginia 
already do this. 
I really need to know if the present Calendar year program has had any negative impact apart from the 
options listed. 
I am in favor of allowing more instructional time for our kid prior to Spring testing. Otherwise, we are at a 
disadvantage. This seems unacceptable for one of the best education systems in the state. 
I would like to see an on-line curriculum in place for the 2020-2021 school year along with staring school 
before Labor Day from here on out in Henrico county.  I would like to see the 2020-2021 school year start 
before labor as well. 
Prefer option A, but have a child at Tucker so would hate for that not to be ready. Hoping they’ve 
advanced their time line with extra work done over Covid. 
Calendar option A, in my opinion, is best for students academically and emotionally. The extra 
practice/review before testing is very beneficial. And dragging the summer out until almost July is brutal 
after they've already completed final testing. 
Many counties in Virginia are starting earlier and ending earlier. This calendar makes sense; the end date 
is right after SOL's so there wouldn't be a two-week lull after them. This will help teachers and students 
finish the school year on a high note. 
I wish that the year round option was considered more and a chance was given for feedback from teachers 
about how we would feel about extended school year. If we had extended school year I would be open to a 
pre Labor Day start 
I think keeping the students on the "regular" school year for 20-21 is important due to all the changes in 
the world due to COVID-19.  Gives some sort of normalcy. 
This is a long time coming!  I’m excited for the possibility of an early start! 
Please no year round school! 
Why do we need to an earlier end date for option A? School will have been closed for an extended amount 
of time with little to no learning. There needs to be less breaks and the kids need to go to school until the 
17th. Why even proposed a traditional option at this point? This clearly demonstrates your inability to use 
creativity and innovation to come up with a solution that is mutually beneficial and sound. I am 
disappointed. 
I would also like the option of year round schooling.  Has year round schooling been discussed? 
A lot of states begin school before Labor Day as well as the summer will not be the same this year. The 
students have already missed a lot of school and it won't hurt them to start earlier than normal. I grew up in 
a state that always started before the Labor Day Holiday. 
Consider rotation for in service training dates to reduce the number of students are out of school each 
month. The real world does not allow for one vacation day a month 
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I enjoy the traditional calendar year especially now because of pandemic this allows more time, planning 
for school year we have ahead. 
Since so much one to one student instruction was lost during 2019-2020 school year due to Covid 19, I 
believe the students should be given as much time as needed to make up for lost instruction. 
I like Option A, but I would also prefer shortening the summer break as well. Three months is a very long 
time for kids to be out of school. Perhaps two months would be better, with additional break time 
throughout the school year. 
I learned a long time ago: "If it ain't broke, don't try and fix it".  Having one child graduate from Godwin 
already and one graduating in the class of 2022, the current system seems to be effective. I am not aware 
of a lot of complaints regarding the after Labor Day start. We have been brought up with the mindset that 
August is "summer".   I am not sure I feel a need to change that.  Thanks. 
Families were not able to have any sort of family vacations for Spring Break this year due to the 
pandemic. Some families might have vacations already scheduled for Labor Day, and those that do, what 
have to either cancel or have their child miss school days. I do not think school should or needs to begin 
sooner. 
Traditional school schedule is ideal for our staff and students in VA. 
I think until we know more about how this pandemic is going to continue to affect not just our area but our 
nation, it is important to maintain some sort of normalcy.  We do not yet know the ramifications of how 
many people are going to come out of this mentally and emotionally, especially our youth.  We also need 
to consider the financial ramifications for many of our families who were already struggling before the 
pandemic began. While the only constant in life is change, too much change too close together can create 
various hardships. 
I really don't have much of a preference, but if I have to choose it is regular/traditional calendar start. 
The midweek 1/2 clerical day in January should be moved to a Monday or Friday and should be made a 
full clerical day.  Families count on that extra 3-day weekend and they will probably take the whole day 
off anyway. 
Option A is so much better. Students are excited to start school to meet their new teachers, see their 
old/new friends and their attitudes are much better.  Then by the end of May the majority of the students 
are done with school, especially after SOLs are taken. It is hard to keep them engaged when they know 
that summer is around the corner. I feel like teachers are less stressed knowing they do not have to keep 
their students engaged for two more weeks. 
I vote for calendar A because the kids have already missed so much time from school and if the 
coronavirus comes back next year the kids will already have time from school under their belts sort of 
speaking. 
Would consider pre Labor Day if it started August 30th. August 23rd is too early. 
Children are out of school for too much of a long time. That's the reason for my vote. Thank you. 
Yes, if you keep the traditional schedule then parents are able to go on vacation, spend extra time with 
their kids. I like the traditional schedule, because I have family in New York and if I want to go spend time 
there in August, I don't have to worry having to rush back to Virginia. Also if my family comes to visit in 
August my kids will not be able to see them too often, because they will be in school. Most parents are 
ready for their kids to go back. There are too many changes where we are trying to turn little kids into 
adults before their time. I am seriously debating homeschooling my kids. 
As we are watching horrible news about kids getting sick from Corona virus, please, please, please  
provide virtual learning for kids until JAN 2021. 
3 year olds, regardless of birthday, should be able to attend jump start !! 
We need a year round option back on the table.  We are all adults here and have not lost our ability to 
rationalize future options.  Please reconsider. 
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This would also align with many other public school systems across the country which would allow for 
additional June vacations with families in other areas. 
By having a post-Labor Day start, our area can take advantage of late-summer travel opportunities where 
other districts are already in session, making vacations more enjoyable and less crowded. 
This will bring us into alignment with most school systems that I know of. 
An early start would serve two purposes, in my mind, one retroactive and one proactive.  Retroactive to 
attempt to catch up from missed instruction, and proactive to anticipate a second wave of the virus during 
flu season.  Otherwise, I feel like the children's already diminished chances of catching up will be lost.  
Option A seems to be the smarter choice, whereas Option B is more convenient.  As educators, let us make 
the difficult right choice over the easy, but perhaps wrong one.  Thank you for your hard work. 
Less time after testing SOLs. Early start to summer. 
As a teacher and mother, I am extremely interested in the extended-year calendar option.  I think that this 
plan would benefit knowledge and skill retention for students as well as decrease teacher burn-out.  Also, 
as a mother, I believe this would be the healthier option in our current condition. Thank you for your time. 
The sooner the better-   
I also want to thank Short Pump Middle school TEACHERS for being such an incredible support system, 
both academically and emotionally to our children during the 2020 pandemic.  WE ARE BLESSED to 
have such an amazing community of EDUCATORS... 
XXXXX 💗💗, XXXXX 💗💗, XXXXX 💗💗, XXXXX 💗💗💗💗💗💗, XXXXX for the personal follow up calls!  
WOW! Let’s talk about the GOOD WE HAVE HERE FOLKS! XXXXX 
Starting before Labor Day is not a good option if we can't have semester one finish before winter break.  It 
is bad for student learning and for teachers to have three weeks of MP2 after winter break. 
Keep same typical start. Children need to go back to school with whatever necessary protocols. The 
impact on our children from this situation is already very serious. Socially, intellectually and 
psychologically. They miss their friends and routine. Please makes sure they are back in the fall. 
Option B start normal. The kids have in enough turmoil why make it worse start on a normal session 
during the normal time there's already been too much turmoil in their lives 
Myself and many other parents of the "bus stop board" have long felt that we have outlived the "King's 
Dominion" law and the school start date.  My family that lives in rural areas already have a similar pro-
Labor Day start.  It's time for Henrico to catch up. 
Because of COVID 19, this summer (summer 2020) is going to be miserable because all camps, pools, etc. 
have been canceled.  To have a shortened summer (summer 2021) would be terrible for the students.  
Perhaps looking at a pre-Labor Day start for 2022 is a better option. 
Since so many other schools start pre-Labor Day, over the years we've been able to take advantage of 
lower rates for family vacation trips during the last week of August. That is our top reason for wanting to 
stick with the post-Labor Day opening. 
This is because of the increased time for students to prepare for IB/AP exams. 
I'd like to use this space to express my concern about our fall 2020 school opening. I am deeply concerned 
that public pressure might cause us to open prematurely or in an unsafe way. I am particularly concerned 
because, due to the current regime in Washington, the CDC guidelines cannot be entirely relied upon. I am 
so grateful for HCPS leadership thus far, and I encourage them to continue to place safety at the forefront 
of all decision making regarding the '20 - '21 school year. Thank you. 
Less time in the classroom after SOL's are completed. Aligns with most other counties in Va. 
After being out of school for so long, it will be helpful to get back as soon as we can to get students back 
in the classroom. Furthermore, having older students, it has always been a bit of an issue that we start 
school so much later than other school systems in regard to the AP tests. Right out of the gate, our students 
lose several weeks of instruction time in AP courses. By the time our students start school, those other 
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schools are already working on their classwork - we never get a chance to catch up. And, let's be honest, 
by May, most new learning is over - it's all review for testing. 
This would be better for those of us who have college kids and cousins out of state.  It makes family time 
easier. 
This would be very helpful for getting students ready for AP exams. 
A pre-Labor Day start will make Henrico county more aligned with the rest of the state. 
With the current system of starting after Labor Day, students in other districts have an advantage over 
Henrico county students when it comes to taking the SOL and AP exams. 
I am a teacher who was looking forward to her summer break. Should the per-Labor Day start date be 
selected, would teachers and other 9 month staff be compensated for the lost week of their summer break 
and overlap of contract periods? 
The post-Labor Day start is optimal for our region.  Too many activities and family time to spend.  
Additionally the timing works better for households with two working parents. 
I am for a pre-Labor Day start as long as there is a practical, common-sense plan in place for children 
returning to school sans a COVID-19 vaccine and/or cure. 
Yes. Schools should begin earlier than Aug 23rd. You can't make a decision based on people vacations. A 
big percentage of the school children are far behind. You should do a two weeks reflect or closure for 
students and teachers. The children should report back to their regular class and spend time talking and 
reaching out to peers and teacher. The teachers should prepare the student about transitioning to a new 
class, grade, teacher and possible new friend. A lot of people need closure in order to move forward. 
I like idea of less time AFTER IB/AP/SOL testing- seems last few weeks of school there is little 
instruction.  Kids also losing interest once Memorial Day (better weather, pools open). Kids seems eager 
to start school in Aug.  Also, would be nice to align closer to College schedules as well as most of K-12 in 
rest of US.  **Side note:  I liked 3rd option of "year-round" best.  Few weeks shorter Summer would allow 
more breaks rest of year, better knowledge retention, less wasted time at end of year and beginning of year 
reviewing.  Less financial strain on families with 11 weeks of childcare. 
I think most parents don't have enough time to figure out their child care and work coordination in a pre-
Labor Day scenario.  Most particularly because by the time the final decision has been made, you will 
have reduced the amount of time they have to try and organize/coordinate their options. 
This has been this way forever and should stay this way for split families have many schedules in place 
that this would affect badly if we went with option a. 
I agree mostly with the fact that Option A will provide for additional valuable instruction time which 
benefits students rather than continuing required school days after major exams and assessments have been 
completed. 
Change is hard for our special education students. 
Like the additional instructional time prior to AP testing.  That would seem to help kids prepare for these tests. 
The posted calendars do not appear to be correct.  For example, November 1 is circled in red to mark the 
end of the first 9 weeks on both 5.14.20 Draft A and Draft B documents.   
 

The pre-Labor Day start is clearly better.  Providing more instruction time before AP exams is very 
important.  Aligning with the college schedule is also valuable for families with children in both college 
and HCPS or with parents that work at colleges. 
Keep it as it is. 
The children have experienced a great change with schools being closed. As much as I want to protect my 
children from being exposed. They thrive off routine and being around other children. I vote Option A. 
I wish they would do this in 2020 since they have already been out of school and there is an expectation 
that they may be out again in the late fall. 
Better for end of summer plans, travel, and Little League All Stars tournaments grueling daily 2-3 hours of 
practices during school with the old calendar vs. new Option A. 
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I prefer Option A because it prioritizes the academic needs of students rather than the profits of companies 
like King's Dominion. School schedules should not be dictated by private companies. Thank you. 
Could year round school be consider for the following year? 
For the last 50 years, our family spent the last two weeks of August at the beach. That’s what you call a 
family tradition. DON’T MESS THAT UP!!! Two additional weeks of school to get ready for 
standardized testing is not going to dramatically improve scores.  If you don’t agree, then move the testing 
back two weeks. 
The kids have already lost so much time out of school I vote for the counter A because they would start 
school sooner and if Coronavirus came around next year they would already have school time under their 
belt so to speak. 
Starting two weeks than we normally do would be harder than you may think to get used to. 
I think personally Option B would be a better solution after this hectic and unprecedented time. Maybe for 
the 21-22 school year to suggest Option A. I think having a regular year would beneficial then introduce a 
new calendar. 
My cousin lives in Fredericksburg and her school does the pre-Labor Day start. If we matched up with 
them, I could spend more time with her. 
You should be surveying on the 2020/2021 and spending all focus there vs. this right now. 
I would like to say sometimes still in August some families still be on vacations. I just like school year to 
start after labor it will be much time for me myself to get my kids school supplies, etc. Me myself I work 
for school system in cafeteria so I don’t get paid in summer time so whatever little time I get to get things 
for my kids for school that will give me time instead of starting early. 
I feel that if you go with Option A (with teachers starting before Labor Day), faculty members should be 
financially compensated for the one-time loss of summer vacation days they will experience.  In other 
words, I think teachers should receive two weeks bonus pay included in that year's salary. 
Going to the beach in late August is what a great deal of families do because the price on rental houses 
drops immensely.  If we start school earlier, families with less money (and teachers!) may not get to go on 
vacations. 
Option A removes the several weeks of “down time” at the end of the school year and give student more 
educational days. Once AP exams are taken students do not learn new material. 
Because of the abrupt end to 2019/2020 school year I believe students have fell behind a little despite bests 
efforts from teachers, parents, and the district. And for the record I think we have all done excellent given 
the circumstances, so great job, guys. Even so I think the extra time and educational provision in option A 
will give our students more of an opportunity to make up for some (while not all) of the lost time this 
current school year has left us with. 
It's hard to keep students engaged after they pass their SOL's.  That is why I like the option A. 
Kids and parents alike are drained by the end of May! 
With the landscape constantly shifting due to COVID-19, I think this is poorly time and there is too much 
uncertainty. Also, I think any decision to start school before Labor Day should include ending school 
sooner the prior year in order to preserve summer break. 
Option B will give more days to maintain social distancing, given the predicted increased cases of Covid-
19 post relaxation of Governor’s stay at home orders. Thanks. 
I know that the option for a year round school year was taken off the table, but I really do believe that is 
the best option for all students to succeed. I know it is an adjustment to take in, especially with all that is 
going on currently. But it would be nice to reconsider this if we do have to delay in person instruction. 
Would love to see online classes! 
Please keep aligned with CCPS which is moving to a pre Labor Day start that year. 
The later start date allows parents to spend more summer quality time with our children.  It’s also better 
for students to begin sports prior to starting the academic year so they can adjust into school life without 
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the academic pressure (yet). Also, why is it a problem to allow students extra school time following IB/AP 
testing?  They can volunteer at elementary schools, do service projects around their schools and meet with 
Counselors regarding college preparation. 
The new CDC guidelines are absolutely ridiculous and will not work. Can you imagine being school aged 
and dealing with those conditions? The fear alone would make me not want to go. 
A traditional post-Labor Day will allow staff the opportunity to complete New Teacher Academy, Teacher 
Work-week/Professional Learning, as well as other things, and possibly a day to prepare the classroom.  
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) has been devastating to everyone and starting the school year on August 23, 
2020, a week before the holiday, may not allow the Superintendent and Leadership Teams, enough time to 
prepare students to return most safely.  Next school year may be more appropriate for a pre-Labor Day 
start.  Also, the Extended school year is an option I would support and wish it could for the 2021-2022 
school year.  HCPS is a school system, but as a reminder (1) every family does not take a vacation every 
year, (2) some students reside in abusive homes, (3) not all students attend a summer educational program 
that includes fun activities.  Let's do what is best for all students and not a selective few.   Thank you for 
the opportunity to complete the survey. 
* The only reason I'm not choosing Options A- 
As a teacher and a parent I don't mind a pre-Labor Day start. I don't even mind the one 'shorter summer' to 
make the first year work! My real concern would be any teachers who need to take a child back to college 
would be needing time off teacher work week or the first week of instruction. It potentially could be a lot 
of teachers. I would be in that situation. 
It is better to start the new school year in late July/early first week of August of every year! This will 
facilitate closures for Snow/Corona virus and other infections outbreaks during Winter/early Springtime 
(from Dec thru March) every year.  
 

Online learning cannot replace face-2-face teacher led instruction and social interactions at school! 
If we could open earlier and avoid more of the winter when viruses are spread more that might be 
beneficial. 
Year round school it would be a lot more valuable for children’s brain and development. 
Year-round school! The surrounding counties will follow suit but someone has to start it! Option C was 
perfect and I really hope you revisit it. A post Covid school year needs to build in that intercession to help 
make sure kids are caught up. We’ve seen through the pandemic that childcare and daycares adjust 
quickly. Stop making excuses and do the right thing. 
My spouse works at a job that has blackout dates that run from Memorial Day through Mid-August. This 
means no vacations during those dates for us. I know that we are just one family but that's why I'm 
choosing option B. 
Already have family time planned in August. 
If the benefits of changing to a pre-Labor Day don't promote the advantage of gains/benefits in instruction 
for all students, then it’s a change for convenience.  Extended Labor Day weekend, aligning fall 
extracurricular activities and the start of college and university doesn't further academic achievement in 
my opinion. A one-time reduction in Summer break for underpaid teachers is also a deal breaker for me 
unless you are also providing teachers something valued in return. 
Consider moving to year round schooling. 
The most important thing is that the calendar matches those of surrounding counties, especially Hanover 
and Richmond City. 
I am extremely upset about the clerical days. I'm an Instructional Assistant and required to be in school, on 
time for these days, while the teachers consider these days as vacation days.  Teachers plan beach trips, 
appointments and visits to family and friends, etc. while the IAs, who are paid a fraction of a teacher's pay, 
are left at school with a ridiculous to do list. The county wonders why it has problems keeping good IAs, 
here is one of the reasons!  This is just one of the unfair ways that we are treated - we come in and work on 
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a day when no one else is in the building to collab(orate) with.  There really is no work for us, but they'll 
make up a list because we are considered hourly they cannot justify allowing us "work from home" (as we 
are now during this pandemic).  Change the system, because it only causes bitterness in your employees.  
In addition, some principals are allowing IAs not to come in and just not admitting it.  It may be difficult 
to believe, but I am really not one to complain, but I find this policy very upsetting.  Part time IAs are not 
permitted even to work when the students are not at school.  An IAs main job is to work with students and 
to collab with teachers, if teachers are not in the building then we cannot collab with them.  It makes no 
sense to have us working on these days.  In addition, it really does seem that these clerical days are really 
vacation days in disguise - the Friday before Labor Day?  How would you feel Thursday afternoon, if all 
the teachers in the teacher's lounge are talking about heading to the beach tomorrow, but you have to show 
up for work - to work a full day?  I'm guessing a little bitter. 
It would be better for our work schedule and family vacation. 
I as a parent of a teen am concerned due to the Covid19 in even starting school then.  The PPE Shortage, 
and the amount of students at the schools there is no way social distancing can be done.  I think an option 
for parents to continue to Home School as we are should also be considered. 
I am a transportation employee. The buses are hot enough with the traditional school year. Starting school 
in august is going to be even hotter on the buses. By starting school at the traditional time, no one’s 
summers will be disrupted. Please keep school opening after Labor Day. Our vacation is always the last 
week of August. I would like to keep school opening after labor day. 
I feel school should continue to open after Labor Day because students nor the teachers have had a down 
time. Everything has been confusing with online classes for the students and I can just imagine how the 
teachers may feel. I think it is best let's just stick to tradition. This way students have a little mental break 
from school, teachers can relax for a little, parents can keep any summer plans (that haven't been 
canceled). We all start a new in September 2021. 
Have been wanting a pre-Labor Day start for a long time. 
It would be better for our work schedule and family vacation. 
It’s ridiculous the year round option was not chosen amidst the coronavirus.  Not only to make up for the 
time missed but also to give flexibility for temporary closing at a particular school if a student or faculty 
tests positive. 
AND if a new stay at home order is issued as we enter fall with a second wave. I’m not saying keep it this 
way forever, but at least until there is a Covid 19 vaccine.  Grappling over starting and ending two weeks 
earlier/later is incredibly trivial in the whole scheme of things.  This makes NO difference, completely NO 
difference.  
 

Why hasn’t this effort been put into other challenges of the school system in 2020-2021?  Like enhanced 
safety precautions, revisions to SOLS as certain material was not covered, etc.  So many things are much 
more important than this. It’s truly insulting to me and most parents of HCPS would agree. 
Majority of the nation including area private schools as well states southwest  and south of VA start pre-
Labor Day. 
As of today, with COVID 19 still being in an uncertain place, and with younger individuals now suffering 
unusual symptoms that are likely related to COVID 19, I recommend starting school as late as possible 
this year. Although I believe this virus will linger for months to come, I believe we should wait until the 
numbers are showing less than 100 positive cases per day for all of Virginia before we even consider 
reopening school. I do believe the virus has been lying dormant in people who have properly sheltered in 
place and all it may take is for someone sick to activate this dormant virus and wreak havoc. Also because 
families have been suffering financially due to the virus, parents need as much time as possible to gather 
the money for supplies and necessary school expenses for their children. In September, parents will still be 
trying to catch up on bills and so forth, but I believe parents will be in a better position to get their children 
ready for school. 
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This is listed the right way, traditional!! Please keep it this way. Families have time set aside this time for 
years and it hard to change. 
We should do this for the 20-21 school year, too. 
I believe an earlier start gives teachers and students more time to prepare for standardized tests such as AP 
and SOL, and less filler time between these end-of-course exams and the actual end of school. 
Lots of families, ours included, go on vacation the last week of August. Starting before Labor Day would 
prevent families from doing that. 
I feel they should leave it the same. Why would people want their kids to go to school sooner after 
something like this really? I think everyone should be worried about how they are going to keep kids safe 
and their family's not try to rush them back to school. What type of measures are y’all taking when kids 
return to school and how will parents be reassured that there kids will be safe and not at risk of getting sick? 
Starting before Labor Day, it might be too hot at the start of the school year. Air conditioning units aren’t 
always working and when they are, they’re sometimes too high. I have a child who needs “comfortable” 
temperature conditions and post Labor Day is preferable. 
Many families choose vacations in the later part of August because rates drop. 
There are too many moving parts and uncertainty at this time. We need some form of consistency and we 
recommend Option B and not making any change in 21-22. 
After all of the challenges that students and teachers have faced with virtual learning and the Coronavirus 
pandemic, I think we need a break to catch our breath and prepare to reenter the classroom. 
The option A is more aligned with local universities. That is a great thing. 
Starting so early in August would prevent many students and teachers from holding part time summer jobs 
that are essential to those individuals. 
 

Sept 7th holiday is on one calendar but not the other. 
 

First week of November every other day having school (Mon, Wed, Fri). In my experience, students will 
see these days as unnecessary and will not come to school at least 1 of those days. Move the clerical day to 
Monday or Friday of that week. Even Wednesday would be better. Or move the end of MP1 to later that 
week. There is no reason for MP1 to be so much shorter than MP2 (38 days vs 46) 
 

Zero days off in March is tough to get through. 
 

Why are the 9 weeks number of days in each so inconsistent in both calendar options? 
The schedule works just the way it is.  Families take vacation the week leading to Labor Day. 
The kids have already had to deal with so much change and many families, like mine, have a tradition of 
taking a last vacation for Labor Day weekend before the kids start school...don't ruin this! 
I find arguments for beginning before Labor Day not compelling.  Milestone holidays are important, as are 
the many family and child enrichment activities only available in the summer. 
I would like to note that at the end of August and the beginning of September, the pools are still opened. 
Many teenagers hold jobs at these pools and, at this time in the summer, the pools are solely dependent on 
high school students as college students have left to go to school. It would be extremely difficult for 
teenagers and local businesses to manage the schoolwork and their summer jobs during this two-week 
window. I worry that this stress will lead to a frenzied start of the school year which could affect academic 
performance.  
 

Additionally, many families have scheduled planned vacations at the end of August for years. One reason 
for families scheduling vacations at the end of August is because at this time, many vacation rentals/hotels 
are cheaper than during the middle of the summer. It would be a shame to have to cancel these long-
standing vacations. This loss would make it hard for students to feel motivated in school when they could 
have been in summer vacation. 
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I wouldn't want my children to go back to school before Labor Day due to our last vacation in the month 
of August. 
Even though not an option I believe year round school is best. 
Starting after Labor Day isn't broken.  Don't try to fix it. 
Please continue to pursue equitable virtual learning options and summer courses available to all students 
who would like to take advantage of them. If we continue to have problems with resurfacing of COVID or 
other viral pandemic situations, we cannot continue to do things the way they have always been done. 
Instead of putting so much of the educational funding into buildings, transportation, and the like, we need 
ways to ensure every child can have a quality distance learning experience. 
I believe that the students have gone through enough change, let’s get everyone back on a "normal" 
schedule. 
Because of the Pandemic and international flights from many other countries opening after September 1st 
2020. My sister daughter is planning to join in next year she is a citizen of USA but currently living in 
KSA. She would love to Join HCPS next year. 
In light of the current pandemic, the School Board needs to begin serious conversations about year-round 
school models for the county. There is no reason to have a 12 week break in the summer anymore. There 
are countless models to work and learn from all over the world. 
It lets kids that have a summer job and finish working through Labor Day weekend. 
No benefit to moving the start date before Labor Day, much less year-round schooling. It’s a stupid idea, 
but I’m sure you will keep pushing it until it is approved. 
Calendar Option A gives the students more of a chance to enjoy the nice part of the summer, before it gets 
so ghastly hot. This option also allows the students, even at elementary age, to more closely align with the 
college and university schedules. This is important because the summer schedule of many camps and 
swim lessons is dictated by instructors who are generally college students, so aligning these schedules 
actually gives parents more flexibility for the summer. Also, there is no reason why the school schedule 
should be in accordance with the tourism and amusement park industry, which is my understanding for 
why we've historically had the labor day start. Finally, family members in other states, like North Carolina, 
are also on the earlier schedule. It would be nice to align our schedule to better meet the schedules of other 
kids who are already on the earlier schedule. 
Vacation is already booked and paid for. 
Calendar Option B is especially attractive given that students have been out of school since March. Having 
a three-day start to their first week back will allow families to ease back in to routine. 
I think they should extend the calendar next year because of all the classes lost because of the pandemic, 
help them to catch up. This change you are suggesting is not really relevant. 
I would be interested in seeing what the year round school schedule would look like. How can we see what 
was proposed? 
This is overall a much better option with limited potential impact on families given how late Labor Day is 
(that is, people won't likely 'lose' scheduled late August vacations).The benefit of giving more instruction 
time before national exams, along with an earlier start to summer, is appealing. 
This calendar is what is best to accommodate all students in AP classes and SOL classes.  We are always 3 
weeks behind the rest of the nation in instructional time when we start after Labor Day since the testing 
schedule for AP's is ALWAYS the first 2 weeks of May (with exception of this year – Covid 19) and SOL 
testing is always 3rd week on May.   
Also, this calendar is better suited to close the time gap between testing and last day of school.  With our 
schedule we always have 3 weeks of trying to engage students when they are mentally done because they 
have taken the AP and SOL tests. 
I would actually prefer a year round school option. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I have hoped for a pre-Labor Day start for years. The tradition of starting after Labor Day feels eternally 
late and rolls right into the ending of the school year also feeling eternally late. Let’s see how much better 
an earlier start and finish could be. Here’s also hoping SOLs are put on the back burner with the change to 
the beginning of the school year for all grades...due to the craziness of Spring 2020. 
I’m in favor of pre Labor Day start; however, seems silly to have final exams after a holiday, Memorial 
Day. Just end before Memorial Day and start even earlier in August, if needed! 
In my opinion the two week Christmas holiday is too long! 
Current students and families are accustomed to this schedule. Many families enjoy family vacations the 
end of August. Summer jobs are often needed through the end of August. 
I chose A so that K-12 students schedules would better align with college student’s schedules which would 
help families with summer vacations, etc.  I also chose A because students in HCPS are at a big 
disadvantage starting September 8 if they take AP or IB classes.  AP exams are set for early May 
worldwide.  Currently HCPS students have up to a month LESS learning/prep for AP exams than other 
parts of the US.  I have nephews/nieces in GA and TN who go back to school beginning of August (not 
year round school) and get a FULL month more AP prep than HCPS does.  Please don’t base your 
decision on people’s plea for August vacation - I think a lot of people see August 23 start and think they 
are missing 2 weeks of summer when actually it is the same amount of summer just shifted.  Thank you! 
Instead of the children having a two week holiday vacation for Christmas and Easter, go down to one week. 
After SOL testing in May, it is difficult to keep students engaged and coming to school. 
I do like the idea of a pre-Labor Day start as outlined in Option A, but I think since we are unsure if this 
next school year will be "normal" it may be good to postpone making that schedule change to 2022-2023.  
Therefore, my vote is for Option B (traditional post-Labor Day start). 
How many times can I vote for in option A?  I think the early start has several benefits.  First students will 
be able to end school closer to Memorial Day which feels more like a natural start to the summer.  
Dragging things into late June feels like a grind.  The second benefit is better alignment on testing.  The 
pause for standardized and national AP testing is very disruptive.  In my experience, after that is complete, 
it is hard to get kids re-engaged in the regular lesson plan.  Many states in the SE and the western part of 
Virginia have gone in this direction. 
I’m not completely opposed to starting before Labor Day, but a one-week shift would be easier to 
swallow. Shifting by two weeks is too much of a change. 
While I like the idea of a pre-Labor Day start, I think August 23 is too early. Instead, I'd prefer that 
students start the week before Labor Day (August 30, 2021). 
I would like the classes to be offered online until the pandemic ends. 
This is based on the fact that we will be opening two new schools and it is necessary to move all necessary 
equipment and teacher resources. Moving into a new building is difficult enough under normal 
circumstances. 
As a Project Manager, the thought that you might blow a hole in what is probably already an overly 
stressed project timeline for new construction of school facilities is moderately horrifying, particularly if I 
assume that moving the construction timeline will incur significant additional costs from contractors, 
vendors, and partners.  With open projects of that scope in play perhaps THIS is not the time to make 
significant changes to the calendar?  (Though I understand that there is never an ideal time and perfect can 
never be the enemy of completion.) 
Not sure why we are considering changing the start when there is no inherent impact on education.  Feels 
like we are moving for no other reason than to move the date.  If there is benefit to the children, then I am 
more open to making a change.  I also think Virginia weather would give some preference to not being in 
school during the hot, humid end of August versus the milder days of early June. 
While I think in the long run it will be better to move to a pre-Labor Day start, I am not in favor of it 
affecting the construction schedule or shortening the summer break. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
The students (and families) work hard all year. It is nice to have the time together during the summer 
break. Since the weather warms up later in Virginia, it is better to keep the current schedule and let 
everybody enjoy the warmer weather longer. 
I thinks calendar B would be best for students across the board, because this gives high school students a 
chance to work throughout summer, after August it will start to cool down and want be as hot for students 
riding the bus, most summer programs will not start until the mid/end of June for parents seeking summer 
programs for their children. 
I prefer calendar A. While I have loved the traditional HCPS calendar and ability to take advantage of late 
August travel specials, the earlier calendar gives AP students more in seat time than the other calendar and 
is more consistent with districts nation-wide. 
Curious if there is consideration being given to COVID-19 and a break after Thanksgiving to extend past 
Christmas. 
If the SOL testing window remains the same, I like how this will decrease the amount of time in school 
after testing.  Although we continue teaching until the last day, it is often harder to encourage and motivate 
students.  They shut down after testing. 
You should start school 1 week earlier than usual and end 1 week earlier.  Monday 8/31 - Friday 6/10 
seems like a much more obvious choice and a better one at that.  Ending 6/17 is too late. Starting 8/23 is 
too early. 
What are the year round options? 
Better aligns with college start times to allow families to better plan vacations and summer activities. 
I am in favor of a pre-Labor Day start, but I do not think this is the year to make that change due to 
COVID. 
I am not sure this is helpful until there is a plan of how schools will start safely. Knowing that could 
change how I feel about the start date. 
I sincerely wish that you had not prematurely made the decision to pull the "year round" or Extended 
School Year option from discussion without fully vetting it.  It was a poor decision.  Would it have passed 
the first time, No, but was it worth a full, fair and educated discussion, absolutely.  Unfortunately in our 
county, those that yell loudest get what they want even if what they want is not based on the educational 
facts but instead things like "it will mess up my summers!" 
Yes, I really wish Henrico would consider year round schooling. Thank you! 
I will vote to start pre Labor Day. 
No to year round school!! 
There is not too much of a difference outside of the start/finish dates. Whatever student/teacher holidays 
that is not on one is made up in another month on the other. Holidays are the same. I was looking forward 
to a dramatic change, like all year school or months on months off. 
Half days are incredibly difficult for working parents. Please take this into consideration. 
I like the Option B the best.  It is the normal and for one more year, I think we should leave it after Labor 
Day 2020.  As of 2021, August opening is fine going forward.  There have been too many changes in the 
schools due to Corona Virus and another change will only upset the kids schedule that they are used to and 
parents are used to as well as, two more full weeks to get schools opened and ready after this long 
Pandemic.  Thanks. 
Much better for my children and myself. Thank you. 
Please provide more information about “anytime/anywhere learning days” which appear in both calendars. 
I would suggest an option of engaging in more e-learning options until we end the Covid-19 fear and it 
should not be enforced but encouraged. 
This year I feel starting a little bit later would be the safer option, trying to wait as long as possible to start 
school since we are still dealing with Covid-19. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Is there really a demand to change the calendar?  I have heard no parents discuss and wish for a change to 
the calendar. 
I think a one-week adjustment would be appropriate the first year of a pre Labor Day start, then two weeks 
the following year. Ease us into the new schedule. 
Year round school should be an option at a time like this, not only related to COVID 19 but the fact that 
students perform better with shorter breaks.  This is an excellent time to make a more significant change to 
the educational process in Henrico County.  This should be an option for the 2021-2022 school year. 
We prefer the option that allows the start of school to coincide more with the start of fall sports, as well as 
give more instruction time prior to testing at the end of the year. Thank you. 
This is more academically sound for our students.  Would like to see the year round school option return 
for consideration beginning 2022-2023. 
Not good with losing the two weeks of summer for students and staff that would happen with option A. 
When considering any calendar, please respect the teacher's planning time.  We often hear about "teacher's 
contractual" hours, but we often work at least two hours over these in one day. 
According to me calendar B option is good . 
It is helpful to align with neighboring counties. 
Option A makes it difficult to take my child to college in August as an employee. 
A lot of families take summer vacation the last week of August as we do every year and have planned in 
advance for, so we would prefer the traditional start date in September. 
Better alignment with colleges. 
Why are we even proposing a change? This is a horrible idea!! 
People have plans for vacation at the end of the summer. Especially with this crazy lockdown happening 
that may be all we have to enjoy. Please don’t make us all loose that too. 
Better for high school students taking AP classes!!! 
There are families that travel during Labor weekend and families are out of town that visits. 
I would very much like a year round school schedule to be considered. I think it would greatly benefit 
families with working parents and also reduce the brain drain that happens over the summer. Thank you. 
Year-round school is actually a better option for all, especially the students. 
Please continue to look into year round school.  Summer breaks are too long, especially for tweens!  Thanks! 
I feel that Option B is a smarter option due to so many of Henrico County staff members living in other 
counties/districts and needing to continue on the same schedule as their children due to childcare. 
Keep the same calendar so Tucker High School and Highland Springs High School can continue with 
construction. If these were farther west end high schools that were under construction the parents would be 
demanding Option B. I'm pulling for the students and parents that attend these high schools so that they 
can have their schools completed. 
Would be nice to be on a more similar schedule to the local private schools and some colleges. 
The pre-Labor Day start inevitably interrupts the last vacation before school starts. No issue getting out of 
school mid-June. 
I would like our schools to move to the full year of schooling with extended breaks. Let’s use this time to 
make a big change to our education systems that has fallen behind the rest of the world! 
I prefer the traditional calendar based on school athletic schedules, summer vacation plans, and reducing 
costs of cooling school buildings during warm weather months.  However, I would consider a compromise 
option -- starting the school year one week before Labor Day (August 30-Sep. 3) and ending on June 10. 
This option will provide one additional week of instructional time before SOLs/AP exams occur, but it 
won't be a significant departure from the traditional calendar. 
I am an elective teacher for HCPS. As long as the testing schedule (SOLs) remains the same, I am on 
board with a pre-Labor Day start so school finishes shortly after SOLs and elective teachers aren’t fighting 
to keep students engaged to exam week. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
By the middle to end of May the students begin to become distracted on learning so starting earlier can 
alleviate some of that. 
As the summer draws near, students become restless and look forward to a break from academics.  
However, after a break, students are usually eager to get back to school prior to the end of the summer. 
I know it is a scary change but I think several people would have liked to have seen the all-year school 
schedule on the table. At the very least, it could start getting people used to the idea of this possibility.  
Significant results for academic success and can enhance teacher preparedness and prevent teacher 
burnout! 
I have chosen Option B (traditional post-Labor Day start) primarily due to weather concerns. August is 
generally known as "dog days." It's really hot. July and August are normally the hottest months of the year. 
There are three main points I want to discuss. First, what child wants to be in a classroom during this time 
when it’s extremely hot? Students will have more difficulty staying focused during this season. Being able 
to start school in September does not guarantee cooler weather but it is further into the fall season. 
Secondly, many times the schools have difficulty maintaining cooler temperatures in the classroom. My 
children (ranging from elementary school to high school) in the past five years have mentioned how the 
A/C Units don't always work and the classrooms are very hot. We live in the Tuckahoe district where we 
have excellent schools. I cannot imagine what it is like for older schools that have more problems than our 
schools. The schools will then have additional costs to ensure the rooms remain cool in August. Although 
school starts later in June, the summer season is generally JUST beginning. Third, and last point, is the 
concerns for school camps, such as football and band, that will need to start before the start of the school 
season. Starting school in August will then require the camps to begin possibly in July. Students health is a 
primary importance and we already have concerns of students passing out due to the heat in August. 
Having the school year start three weeks earlier will jeopardize the students even more. 
In summary, keeping the school calendar on the traditional post-Labor Day start will be both an 
educational, financial, and healthy benefit for the students and families, the schools and the community. 
So many changes this year have impacted these children....one more may be too much right now.  This is a 
good proposal, but right now, please do not make one more huge change for these children to handle. 
We strongly support keeping the existing calendar and beginning the school year after Labor Day.  Thank 
you for seeking our opinion. 
This schedule will align much better with the required and optional National testing schedule. 
School buses are way too hot in August!  Seriously it would NOT be good for the kids...  Please keep 
school starting after Labor Day. 
I prefer having a more balance calendar. More days prior to the winter break is helpful and typically the 
kids are “done” mentally by Memorial Day. 
Better to keep with what it usually is for parent’s sake a lot of people rely on this and changing it could be 
difficult for some parents. Just saying. My son is about to be a senior next year and it makes sense to keep 
it the way it was . 
Many parents have college students moving into their dorms those last two weeks of August, so having 
children start grade school, during that time, would be a challenge. 
Don't fix what’s not broken.  Everything is fine, why change it??? Thank you for asking. 
Yes, please include other religious holidays such as Eid as an optional holiday for students to take. 
I would like for Hanover and Chesterfield to work with Henrico to adopt a similar schedule as it could be 
difficult for working parents to work around different school schedules. 
I feel very strongly that the students should wait until after Labor Day to attend school. Families have a 
chance to make plans on vacations with kids already out versus them being in school and then out again. 
Also, the winter break with this option is a good lengthy time for the students and hinder them from 
hopefully getting back out of school due to bad weather when return. Thanks for taking my thoughts into 
consideration. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I still don't feel safety for kids back to school at this situation. 
Many families, including mine, have vacation time shares the third week of August which would in turn 
not allow us to take our planned vacation that we have had for the past decade. 
I feel that the students as well as the teachers need a break from each other. The teachers need to spend 
time with their family and friends as well as the students. I feel that the school year for 21-22 needs to 
remain the same. 
The schools stop teaching the kids after SOL testing and just create obnoxious busy work that provides 
little value. Hopefully starting earlier would allow for more meaningful learning time. 
If the 2020-2021 year is altered because of Covid-19, then we should start school after Labor Day for the 
2021-2022 school year. 
More instruction time before testing is preferable to lots of time to fill afterwards when students are ready 
for a break. Glad to finally see more diverse religious holidays, but Easter Monday is really not necessary 
so close to Spring Break. 
We like to take a vacation at the very end of August when crowds are down because most kids are back in 
school. 
Please make my children safe. 
You need to have regional buy in for the pre-Labor Day start.  Are any other districts considering the early 
start?  Hanover, Chesterfield, Colonial Heights/Hopewell, New Kent?  Many families have a member 
working in another school district and changing without regional buy in would cause a lot of hardship for 
many families, especially in getting day care for the two-week period when schedules don’t match.  Also, 
you cut four weeks out of summer for those families... Two weeks in the spring when the Henrico student 
is out but parent is working and two weeks in the fall when the Henrico student is back but the parent is 
not working.  It doesn’t really seem like you care about or value family time if you don’t have regional 
buy in.  Colonial Heights and Chesterfield closely align their calendars specifically because of so much 
staffing/student overlap. 
We have an annual vacation that would fall over the proposed scheduled A and we would lose a 
substantial amount of money as a result. 
I think we need to be more in sync with the independent school schedules for variety of reasons -- it is 
especially meaningful for those involved in competitive summer sports. Thank you! 
Keep things the way they have been so the summer vacation can include Labor Day weekend.  Vacations 
are hard to schedule in early June. 
I like the idea of a pre-Labor Day start, but the problem is the year it goes into effect, students lose two 
weeks of summer. I don’t think there’s anything to do to avoid that, but it is one downside to that calendar. 
Consider moving Spring Break earlier in March if school is going to get out earlier in June. 
Thanks for asking. 
Thanks for asking. 
The kids will not have a normal summer this year; don't rob them of time next summer when things will 
return to normalish. 
I think that the school year should begin pre-Labor Day if the COVID-19 lockdown and remote learning is 
still in effect. If school systems reopen, I think that should occur as late as possible, so post Labor Day. 
That's really the primary consideration.  If students are to physically return to school, it should be as late as 
possible in the year. 
I am currently a substitute teacher for HCPS. I hope people will consider that one benefit of early start is 
the opportunity to "check in" with students who were not active in distance learning. I worry about 
students who have fallen off of our radar who may not be in physically, mentally, or emotionally healthy 
environments during quarantine. Five months is too long of a period of time to "lose track" of our most 
vulnerable students. 
To align with other school/collage open. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I strongly recommend option A. 
Many families including ours take vacation the week of August 23.  I don't see the point in starting earlier.  
I don't see any benefit to starting earlier. 
It's always been after Labor Day so it should be kept that way. But you need to do something with these 
teachers and make them start helping teach these kids instead of pushing SOL scores down their throats. 
That's all about y’all. These kids don't or shouldn't have to be made to pass a dumb SOL. You need to go 
back to the older days where teachers actually taught kids and with pencil & paper. Not all this network 
computer stuff. It's not fair to the kids who don't have money to have internet and you don't care about 
that. What happened to no kid left behind!! Your school system did my daughter & grandson wrong. Stop 
thinking about how much you want to charge the parents for fees and start thinking about kid’s education. 
Money isn't everything. 
School should start after Labor Day. Period. Please do not screw up a schedule that works. 
Starting before Labor Day is a horrible idea every single parent and every single young person I know in 
counties where they are doing this absolutely HATE it. August is the hottest month of the year and also the 
month that most families take vacations to go to the beach, go camping, go to various lakes, pools, etc. 
Additionally, in counties where they have tried this they inevitably start going to school even earlier into 
August once they implement this policy. Schools in Halifax and Pennsylvania County started school on 
August 8th in 2018 which is ridiculous. Once you abandon the Post-Labor Day start policy it just opens 
the door to kids going back earlier and earlier each year. It’s miserable for the kids, the teachers and the 
parents. Not to mention, the additional cost of AC that will be generated during the hottest month of the 
year. And for what? What is gained? This is the dumbest and worst idea ever proposed. No one outside of 
academic circles likes this idea. Maybe you shouldn’t have so many half days and teacher work days. 
Every single year, the kids go back to school and less than two weeks in there’s a teacher work day. Let 
the kids and parents enjoy summer and keep things the way they are. 
I would love the board to take into consideration the person-to-person contact during the school year. To 
make online/at home classrooms more accessible and conducted in an organized fashion along with taking 
into consideration the possibility of the cold/flu season and how that may impact learning going forward. 
With the workplace and/or classroom changing (even in universities), I would love to see Henrico County 
taking charge on teaching how an "online classroom" platform should look like, technology driven (going 
paperless) with accessible software where our students are challenged. Where this may not replace the 
social interaction between teacher/student or even student/student, we need to start looking at where the 
world is taking us and its taking us into a very tech driven atmosphere. I do hope, as well, that social skills 
are not compromised due to this direction. Thank you for listening/reading.   -Concerned HCPS Parent 
We need to get our students back to school as soon as possible. 
Opening 1 week before the traditional post-Labor Day start would be good, but two weeks is too early. In 
addition, since teachers have to go back a week earlier, that basically cuts three weeks from their summer 
break. 
Please reconsider the year-round option. With all the focus on 21st Century skills and virtual learning, it is 
remarkable we are operating our school system using step-up from the 1800s. If teachers go back to school 
on August 6, 2021, but they are still are drawing their deferred pay from the 21-21 SY, would they get 
double pay checks in August? 
University of Richmond, VCU, and other area colleges all start at the end of August and it would be 
amazing for secondary schools to start earlier as well. 
I think it should perhaps start even later. I want to make sure that schools are taking every precaution to 
keep students and teachers safe. 
My child wants this. This is his senior year. 
Easier for dual-career parents who rely on summer camps that end mid- to end of August for summer 
childcare. This is more of a seamless childcare transition. It seems that although it’s 2020 and so many 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
families are dual-career that the school systems still assume one parent (mostly mothers) are still available 
for working-hours childcare. In this day and age when we are encouraging all of our daughters to dream 
big and break glass ceilings, please don’t set us back with outdated school schedules! Work with us, not 
against us, for gender equality in society! School should be 8 am to 6 pm for everyone to even out the 
playing field. Let’s be innovative and forward-thinking together! 
Love to start school after Labor Day. 
A lot of families like to take vacations in August and especially the last week in August when rates are 
lower. If HCPS starts prior to Labor Day, you are interfering with people’s vacation time. 
It feels like we actually get a whole summer. We came de a school that was August start and I cannot tell 
you how much all of my children and we as parents enjoy the start date of after Labor Day. 
School does not need to be year round and also they are saying the virus will hit harder in the Winter so 
the kids are not safe at school. 
The school can be re-opened but like a lot of things changed due to this pandemic, I would like to know 
about the implementation of CDC guidelines for the safety & hygiene of kids in the school. 
Too extremely hot— my classroom gets so hot the kids can’t stand it— I know we have air-conditioning 
but I teach an old school and it doesn’t work well. Some days I feel like you’re just going to melt right 
onto the floor it’s so hot in the classroom. 
Option A is just a shift in timeline.  Please consider year round options. 
Keep the dates same. New fresh start. 
NO half days; just make full days.  I work at a HS with significant attendance issues and many students do 
not come to school on half days.  Have Research and Planning look at the numbers...I did for my school 
and they were significant. 
Yes.  Half day needed the Friday before Spring Break. 
I think eliminating the year round schedule was stupid and short sighted. 
After Labor Day is better for families and for working parents.  It is really hard to understand why this is 
even a question or who would actually benefit from moving the date.  No valid argument has been given.  
Most are guessing it is a wealthy person's issue but working parents are impacted so please consider them 
in this process. 
As a hospital worker, one more month can mean so much post-COVID to help protect the children. If it 
wasn’t this year, I would say option A, though. 
It seems that teachers are only teaching the kids to pass the SOL and are too mentally exhausted to do 
anything constructive with the kids after that. So why bother keeping them in school any longer. On a side 
note, I am for year-round schooling. 
Virtual School options if possible. With option A in mind. 
I think it would really benefit high school students in AP classes to have the earlier start and more days of 
instruction before the AP tests.  The later start date puts Henrico County students behind others in the 
country in covering material for AP exams. 
School should start opening post Labor Day so that kids have more time to be prepared physically and 
mentally before going to class in this Pandemic situation. 
Please also consider year-round options (with, say, a 4-5 week break in summer).  I've heard many good 
things about this and also it would provide more flexibility in the case that schools must be temporarily 
closed (due to pandemic or other issues). 
I have experienced the pre-Labor Day start coming from Florida and I feel like that timing is a better 
timing overall for kids. 
I strongly believe that the School Board should have asked for public input before withdrawing the plan 
for year round school. While a tremendous undertaking to overhaul the traditional school year this is an 
option that deserved a true vetting versus being dropped before it was truly brought to the table. 
We can revisit the change after the construction of the schools are complete. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Due to SOL testing windows and AP testing windows, it will be beneficial for all students and potentially 
could raise Henrico's national ranking. 
Changing the entire schedule to just accommodate a percentage of students taking AP & IB exams seems a 
bit excessive, especially with losing two weeks of summer next year.  What data does the county have to 
show that starting earlier leads to better scores on these tests?  Are other school systems who start pre-
Labor Day performing better than Henrico students on the IB and AP tests?  That information should be 
shared to back up the need for a pre-Labor Day start.  Otherwise, I am against this since it sounds more 
like trying appease a small group of parents whose kids didn't do as well on the test and they believe this 
will fix the issue. 
I like Option A just wondering why the 1/2 day prior to Spring Break is different on Option A vs. Option 
B. I would prefer the kids get 1/2 day the day before Spring Break so folks can get an early start to the 
week. I know me and some others that actually leave that day to start the Spring Break week vacation. 
Which is much needed for the students since they will not have had a full day of since January 17th. Only 
a few half days here and there. So over 2 months of no full day off so to take more advantage of the Spring 
Break Week it would be nice to move Option A Friday 1/2 day to the Friday before Spring Break. 
I think it will be safer to have a traditional start this year because of the pandemic. Unfortunately, I think 
more kids will be put at risk starting school early and then they’re going on vacation for Labor Day and all 
coming back to school with more germs. 
While I would like to see Henrico move to a pre-Labor Day start, I feel that doing so at this time would not 
be right. Given the state of the world and not knowing what our school year will look like for 20-21, I feel 
this should be revisited in a few years once we have worked through the effects of the pandemic on our 
educational institutions. Changing the school year now would add undue pressure and stress to an already 
overwhelming situation. 
In light of the current situation, this new calendar would have given us at least two more weeks of school 
than our current calendar does. 
Having exams the week after returning from Memorial Day weekend is a terrible idea. Both calendars 
have this as the set time, so it didn't matter which was chosen regarding. Plan B should have moved exams 
one week out. What will happen to 8th grade graduations which are typically held on the Monday the 
week of the last day of school? In the Plan A option, that is Memorial Day. Don't like either of these plans, 
but having the kids go so far into June also seems crazy. Most camps begin the last week of June, so they 
have little to no time with family in the Plan B option. I'd like to see an OPTION C where they start Aug 
30 and end June 10. 
When will year around school be proposed again? 
I believe the school year will be less crammed. 
What happened to the year-round school option? It has been shown to be very beneficial to overall student 
outcomes (e.g. Raleigh-Durham area). It would also provide built in ‘sanitation breaks,’ and time for 
remediation and planning between sessions. 
I think that if you are going to choose Option A then you need to follow what the Northern schools do and 
have different breaks in Feb & April. 
It's all ways been like that and it's easier to start students like that. 
The student half a day should be change from February 21 to the 23 because students would get a better 
break if it is half way into the week instead of being the first day of the week. 
I am an employee in the district and don't really have any preference as to when the start date is as long as 
our December and April breaks stay the same. That being said, I am currently an instructional assistant and 
am mandated to work clerical days even when teachers are able to work from home. The IAs in my 
building have been asking for years for training on those days or to not come in at all. We generally have 
nothing to do except busy work: laminating, cleaning, filing, bulletin boards, etc., all things that could be 
done during school hours. We've been told we HAVE to work those days in order to collaborate with 
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teachers; how are we to collaborate with teachers when they are home working? I would like to see our 
contracts revised so IAs do not have to report to work at all on clerical days. We currently go to work, 
have maybe an hour's worth of work to complete, and then have nothing to do for the rest of the day. We 
are told we have the choice to use personal/sick time if we don't want to come in, but that is entirely 
missing the point. As an IA, and speaking on behalf of my paraprofessional coworkers, we often feel very 
underappreciated and as an afterthought. Please rectify this. It's hard enough to get qualified IAs to fill 
positions at such low wages and such high expectations, but then we're treated as if we are after thoughts, 
not provided any training, and told to just find something to do for the day if teachers don't leave us a list. 
Please, we are begging you to rectify this. Thank you. 
For starters, I don't see on either calendar a reference to Spring Break or any other holiday breaks so I 
would like to know why it isn't listed as this heavily impacts families who take vacations during these 
times.  I prefer Option B because our children and families have been through too much to start making 
such huge changes for these students.  There is still the possibility that schools may be have to go through 
the ridiculous redistricting process, again causing enough disruption for our children, regardless of the 
academic year as I know this is for 2021.  I find no real advantage to Option A and for us working 
families, this can put a strain on us as well as our careers cannot always easily accommodate school 
changes such as this.  I don't believe the School Board has taken enough consideration as to how this 
pandemic has and will continue to have a domino effect on students and families.  This has been 
unbearable in some instances and the emotional and mental challenges our family has faced now, as well 
as hundreds of others, well that is not something our kids just bounce back from so to continue to 
dismantle their entire educational experience is nonsense right now.  Let's focus on family and wellbeing 
for our students by keeping them on a routine!!!! 
This just suits my schedule better. Students and parents are taking that last bit of time with children before 
school starts. 
Option A allows for a much more reasonable last day of school instead of being in school through the 
middle of June. Love the longer Labor Day weekend as well as the additional day off on Sept. 16. This 
gives students time to gradually adjust to the new school year.  Love this! 
I am only choosing 'A' because my son is in college and it works better for our personal family calendar. 
If my children were both young enough to be in K-12, I would choose B because it allows more vacation 
opportunities later in the summer for families - falls within a holiday so folks don't have to use as much 
leave time, cheaper rates, late August and early September have warmer weather than early June. 
My experience, when kids have a shorter time away from school, academically they do better. Some kids 
need to be in school to be motivated to do work and get the required support needed. While most parents 
do their best, not all parents can give the support to the kids that the teachers can. The longer they stay 
away from school the more “numb” their brains becomes as they disregard schooling.  Previously my 
children attended a school that began in mid-August and ended mid-June.  It resulted in 9 weeks of 
summer vacation instead of 12.  The school had more breaks, fall break, winter break and spring break.  It 
was well received by everyone, especially the teachers who were able to take the one week break to catch 
up on grading or simply take a breather. I truly hope HCPS will take that into consideration.  With this 
calendar, I don't see a difference with starting in August and ending early June or starting in September 
and ending mid-June.  The only people it will affect are families with young kids who like to take a late 
vacation in August/early Sept to get the late summer deals. Thank you to HCPS for doing all you have to 
manage our current circumstance. 
When I was in school, we started before Labor Day and got out early.  I liked that for the reason we got 
out before it started getting really hot.  After Memorial Weekend, we were ready to get out and have a 
break.  Having to do SOL and other testing after the Memorial Weekend is difficult for a lot of kids.  They 
are tired of school and ready to be out.  If testing were done before the holiday, releases more stress to 
those who have to do the testing.  For that last week, teachers and be able to relax and go back to doing 
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some of the learning that get push aside due to SOL.  We always studied more American History and 
Local history during the last week to week and a half.  In math, we learned games or tricks with numbers 
and reviewed what we had learn during the school year. 
Option A!, I’d be voting year around if I had a choice. 
This seems like the best option to get students in school towards end of summer and when they are ready 
to get back to a routine.  Also means more learning before AP exams in May.  One question, why not 
move Spring Break one week earlier to when the marking period ends so that the students are not in school 
one week then onto Spring Break.  Better to end quarter, have a break then move into the final quarter.  
Otherwise this is a great plan. 
I would prefer for the start to remain the same to enjoy the summer as it already is. It feels right starting in 
the beginning of September when it actually feels like fall. 
Option B, starting after Labor Day allows those students who have to work in the summer to save for 
college more time to earn money as the traditional summer season goes until Labor Day.  Also, many 
family's take vacations in late August because the cost goes way down as NC schools start back in early 
August.  Starting school early would deprive many of the only summer vacation they can take as a family 
due to cost. 
Option A is much better aligned to graduation dates in college, and post graduate calendars. 
The current schedule works well. 
I would strongly prefer a year-round school schedule. I find it absurd that we have less than 1% of Henrico 
residents with children who are in the agricultural industries, and yet our school calendar reflects their 
needs. All major studies have shown that low-income students particularly suffer with long summer breaks 
without access to adequate nutrition and instruction. 
I would also prefer year-round school schedules. 
With Option B, teachers will have six days to prepare their classrooms before the start of the school year. 
With people wanting to travel during the summer, this could allow for a two week quarantine before 
needing to be back at school. 
I prefer option B because I prefer my child to go back to school later than earlier. I am still not convinced 
about the measures all the school will take to keep our children safe. Would appreciate it if the county 
keeps the parents in the loop of decision making. Many of the parents are fall into group of experts who 
can make suggestions. 
Option A allows the students more days to prepare for standardized testing. And Option A more closely 
aligns with the private school schedules.  There is also somewhat of a psychological benefit to summer 
starting earlier rather than "ending later." 
I am flexible with either option! Every parent or family will not be happy either way. 
Year round that was originally proposed as a third option. 
I like where it places SOLs towards the end of the year. 
Option B; keep it normal. 
It’s way too hot to start school in August. Families are still vacationing, school buses have no air-
conditioning, and some schools have air-conditioning systems that struggle to keep up with demand. There 
are also high school students that depend on summer jobs. Starting school early will negatively impact 
them, as well as many summer season businesses, that count on them. Please, do not start school early, 
before Labor Day. 
Changing the calendar if other school districts do not will greatly affect childcare in the beginning of 
summer. Summer camps and days care would have to follow suit and change their schedule as well 
Many families of moderate income take their beach vacations as late as possible in August due to the 
reduction in cost. Calendar Option A would prevent these families from being able to afford their family 
vacation. 
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Normally I would prefer A and will prefer it in the future but I'm concerned about our abilities to safely go 
back to school this fall with COVID-19 so I think it would behoove us to start later this year. 
I think the board should consider the post Labor Day start aligns the warmer temperatures of our oceans, 
lakes, and rivers with summer break, which many people plan their summers around.  The average ocean 
temperature in Virginia Beach the first two weeks of June is 68 degrees, while it is 78 degrees during the 
last two weeks of August.  Also moving up the dates puts student athlete practices in the more intense 
summer heat of August as opposed to September.  I also know many families that take advantage of 
discounted vacation rentals the last week of August, larger than early June discounts.  In summary, I hope 
HCPS will continue to align summer vacation with true summer temperatures and water temperatures, 
regardless of the earlier trends some school systems have gone to. 
Coordinate with Catholic school dates if possible. 
My grandchildren live in another state and their school year begins around August 7 and ends right before 
Memorial Day weekend so it helps our visiting schedule. 
There was a Religious Sensitivity for Holy Days for different Faiths sent out at the beginning of this 
school year. Under the section Sensitive Dates for Protestants and Catholic Students, there were a couple 
of Holy Days of Obligation for Catholics that occur during the school year during the week that were left 
out:  
--Ascension Day which is 40 days after Easter and fell on May 21 this year and which most of the world 
celebrates 
--Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8 
We also have daily prayers (rosary) and other obligations that are required. November 2 is All Souls Day. 
If we can, we go to a Cemetery and pray for the Deceased. And actually, all Fridays are days of abstinence 
from meat, not just during Lent like a lot of people think, according to Canon Law. 
Pre-Labor Day start for this family. We need to align better with the main stream. 
Year round school - please. With the pandemic, this would be the smarter option. 
We moved here from AZ just two years ago. Back there they start before Labor Day and, having 
experienced both personally, I would highly prefer to a post-Labor Day start. 
The kids are used to the traditional schedule. Just keep it the way it is. It seems like there have been a lot 
of changes in many aspects of life recently, and I think a lot of people need to feel something that is 
familiar and normal. Too many changes can disrupt kids' feeling of well-being. 
Option B-why pay for extra air conditioning in August when we can't even give our teachers a well-
deserved raise... 
As many of our employees live in neighboring counties, this will greatly impact parents whose children 
are on a different school calendar. 
Why not just make school all year. 
I like Option A, private schools & homeschools have already been using this schedule. 
I believe we should seriously consider year-round school beginning in 2021.  I'm deeply concerned that 
our children are going to fall behind in their academics and year-round school is the best option for 
ensuring their academic success. 
Please align with surrounding counties! 
Please look at other ways to manage the first week of November.  Going to school MWF and then having 
T/Th off is incredibly disruptive to learning.  I am unsure of what could truly be accomplished 
academically that week. I am also disappointed that the year round school option was not even presented 
for comment.  It is a big change but one that could benefit students.  I am hopeful that it will be presented 
again with context and reasons as to why it benefits students.  I am unsure why it came out the way it did 
in a news article with no educational context.  I am aware of other districts in other states with a similar 
calendar who have good results.  I would be supportive of that option if it ever becomes available. 
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Is there any planning for a possible distance learning this fall for K-12?  Due to the concerns over pediatric 
multi-system inflammatory syndrome related to Covid-19 that effects children? Children are often 
asymptomatic carriers of Covid-19 and now can possibly come down with serious medical complications 
themselves. 
I love that we can look forward to that “last hurrah of summer” Labor Day weekend. Knowing when 
school starts definitely each year helps us plan vacations and other things well ahead of time! 
Prefer year round option. 
I'm more concerned about the layout of classes and schedules for social distancing and if there will be any 
remote learning options. 
Would rather move to a year round option. 
Like the two extra weeks of instruction before testing for IB and AP, but could you make summer a little 
longer. 
Since the COVID-19 pandemic is not over yet, it is better to start the school later than the earlier for the 
safety of students. 
August is still considered a last minute vacation month. Temperature is still warm and kids want to take in 
as much of the warm weather as possible. 
All families plan vacation in August so please do not change it. Thank you. 
Please align with other schools in the area and start before Labor Day 
Please consider the health of our students and faculty over anything else! 
School could end June 3. The kids literally do NOTHING the last two weeks of school. 
Will the Sept. 30th cut off for kindergarten be adjusted at all? I don’t think the before or after Labor Day 
makes a huge difference; however, I would LOVE a year round school schedule for what it’s worth. 
Don’t ruin two holidays. 
Skip having summer off and have breaks throughout the year. 
Hello! Can we have a break in between 9 week sessions instead of a long one in the summer please? 
Thank you! 
If we start in August, then we should get out in May. If we start in September, then we should get out in 
June. We only get out two weeks earlier and I just don’t agree with beginning in August right now. 
I would recommend the start to be even earlier. I am a product of HCPS and I’ve always thought that it 
would better if the second grading period ended as winter break started. This makes it to where there isn’t 
a ton of review to prepare for midterms after a break. Let’s face it, when kids are on break, their last 
concern is school work. This would be easier on teachers as well, because it would mean a fresh start when 
school resumes in January. 
I actually am in favor of pre Labor Day start but I don’t think the summer should be cut short on the year 
after a pandemic and everything we just went through. No one can participate in their summer plans this 
summer very much so we are looking forward to next summer. I think you should revisit in a year. 
Since other religious holidays (Yom Kippur, Diwali, Eid) are named religious holidays on the calendar, 
can the Christian holidays be called out on the calendar?  Christmas break and Easter break?   Years ago, 
Henrico said it wouldn’t (and said they couldn’t ) call out religious holidays....and now they are. 
Your starting little bit before flu season. 
We would to see Henrico County move to a year round school year, even just a pilot year to see how well 
it works. 
I always go on vacation the week before teacher work week and it’s cheaper if it’s later in August. 
AP exams - our students are at a disadvantage with less instructional time  
Sports- stay on the same calendar as varsity sports 
Much preferable to have the time off in June and give high schoolers an equal footing in preparation for 
AP exams. All instructional time after Memorial Day is a joke. 
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I feel that option A is a good fit for us. Families that have students in college as well as K-12 school would 
have a better alignment between their schools. This option would also allow for better alignment to most 
other states, giving more options to summer travel for people that have family and friends out of state. 
Finally, this option would provide more school days prior to the National AP exams, similar to other 
states. 
Many families go on vacation towards the end of August, because the rates drop.  You may make it 
difficult for families to make these memories with Option A.  In addition, how are you going to end the 
2020-2021 school year on time and start 2021-2022 early?  The summer would be shortened.  How does 
that impact compensation, summer school, and facility cleaning? 
As parents we should not have to move our vacation dates around due to Covid-19. 
Neither! There looks like less true clerical days, and they are few and far between. Also, where are dates to 
ease the transition? Most Southern states that begin before Labor Day also receive a Fall break, and a few 
days/a Winter break in February/early March outside of the December holiday season. If school starts 
before Labor Day, there should be additional breaks. It makes a difference, regardless if it is the same 
number of days. Protect the mental health of staff and students. 
I would love to see the option of year round school be put back on the table. That is the MOST beneficial 
option to our students and their education. I think there should have been more discussion regarding year 
round school as well as documentations supporting the benefits. 
This schedule has worked for years & I don’t see the need to change it now. 
This change needs to happen. Change is hard, but this benefits our children. Please put the needs of our 
kids above those loud negative voices that resist change. 
Calendar option A would make it difficult for not only summer vacations, summer camps, etc., but for 
families with children attending college. Most Universities have new students move ins to the dorms 
around August 20-25... 
It appears that the calendar option A really is targeted towards the students in high school.  As a parent 
who currently has elementary school age children, calendar option B the more traditional calendar makes 
sense. 
This works better with summer jobs, testing cycles and overall readiness for summer for kids. 
Personally I hope the option C that was nixed returns for consideration for the 2022-2023 year. 
I think it’s great that some school days off are aligned with holidays such as Yom Kippur, Diwali, and Eid 
al-Fitr to recognize our diverse community!  As such, I would like to suggest that Christmas be named as 
part of the winter holiday as well. I understand and supported why it was removed a few years ago, and it 
seems that now the school district is actively trying to remedy the discrepancy, as they should. So the 
recognition of the other major religion in the community seems right. 
I would like the school board to reconsider adding a year round option. 
Most places return before Labor Day...just think, the paperwork and classroom expectations could be 
discussed and jump in to learning the day after Labor Day. 
Change is Great! 
More in line with higher education institutions. 
Both schedules have their advantages.  My family would prefer to retain the after Labor Day start because 
it allows us some time to wrap up the time off from a busy summer business schedule before they need to 
return to school. Also it allows for cooler days in classrooms and kids are less prone to irritable behaviors. 
August is still summer and very hot. 
Option b is better because a lot of people go out of town for Labor Day the day before of the holiday. 
It would be nice to start in August and get out early in June! 
Majority of other public schools and private schools have this earlier start date. Finding camps/childcare 
those last two weeks of summer is challenging since many students have returned to school already. 
Further, alignment of calendars is helpful to HCPS/private mixed families who already are challenged by 
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different spring break weeks. Finally, my experience for 6 years now, is there is very little educational 
aspect to the last two weeks of the school year; SOLs have been taken and lesson plans have wrapped. 
Summer on the brain since school’s out for so many others? This shift in the calendar has the potential to 
make those last two weeks more productive than what we’ve experienced in the past. 
Would have preferred the year round option 
I would encourage you all to do more research on Year-round School. There are many versions of it that 
give staff and families plenty of learning and "break" time. 
Because of work schedules, the last two weeks in August are the only weeks my family is able to vacation. 
This schedule also aligns with my boss's schedule and works well for my family. 
Thank you for all your hard work and planning for our children. 
I would like the board to further consider a “year round” option for future school years. Thank you. 
The world is in such upheaval right now.  As the board has so correctly noted, we do not even know what 
the 2020-2021 school year will look like.  It is hard to think about changes beyond the 20-21 school year.  
I think a Pre-Labor Day start could be considered once the world has settled, or we at least have a better 
understanding of our new reality.  For now, as a teacher, I would prefer to keep some normalcy until we 
know what we are dealing with on a larger scale.  Thank you! 
It will help prepare students for a higher education timeline seen as colleges start school in August. 
We need to start before Labor Day. So many other schools locally and around other parts of the US do 
this, and we should not be tied to the thinking associated with the now expired "Kings Dominion" law. 
I don’t like change. I like the way the school year is with our summer ending in September. 
Many students depend on working during the summer. Mainly amusement parks like Kings Dominion. An 
early school start will cut their money short. Also many families plan vacations in late August. 
Year round school would be the best.  
I vote for A calendar because the kids have already missed so much time from school because of the cover 
and if the cover virus came back this fall the kids would already have some time from school under their 
belt, so to speak. 
It’s nice to be staggered with other states and counties. We should stick to the current schedule and enjoy 
the warm weather that has arrived by mid-June and run into October. 
Closer to year round schooling would suit all kids better. A prolonged summer break is not beneficial to 
either employees or students. 
Prefer the post-Labor Day start. 
Year round school. 
As a student, I think it makes more sense to have an earlier start and have the month of June as summer 
holiday. 
Colleges start at the same time. School age kids would miss school because families take their kids to college! 
Option A makes the long Labor weekend a nice break and not a stressful weekend prepping for school to start. 
I still believe we should start after Labor Day and end at Memorial Day!  Maybe increase hours by a few 
minutes each day but would be the best scenario always. 
Think the county should consider year round school. 
A post-Labor Day start gives us more time to hopefully deal with the COVID-19 pandemic and adequately 
prepare for the students return. 
Don’t try to recreate the wheel.  Let what works, work. 
Option A is needed to obtain a start for public schools possibly before a second Covid-19 wave following 
the Thanksgiving holiday period 
Better aligned with the start of fall extracurricular activities, as well as college and university schedules. 
Consider year round schools for the county. 
This summer is going to be a bust for our kids and it was supposed to be the long summer and Then who 
knows what the school year will look like.   So I don’t want to shorten next summer when everything is 
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finally hopefully getting back to normal. Post Labor Day has worked for the last however many years and 
next year is not the time to change - put it off at least another year. The last nine months has been a 
disaster for HCPS between upsetting half the county with redistricting talk and then the botched online 
rollout. Take it easy for a minute and restore some faith. 
Employees, kids and their families would miss out on weeks of summer if this was implemented for the 
2021-2022 school year. 
My birthday is the seventh of September so it would be great if I could spend it not in school. 
Make a compromise and do a one week earlier start for 2021-22 and then for the 2022-23 school year 
move it up an additional week. 
Could summer school be three weeks with a 5 day week with 1 extra hour of length? 
Leave it as is!!!!!!! 
Labor Day provides families an opportunity for a last vacation as a family before starting school. 
As an Advanced Placement teacher, I believe that the earlier start would provide a better opportunity to 
provide students with the most robust instruction, incorporating hands on experimentation and fully utilize 
the school calendar.  As the parent of a student who went through IB program, the same benefits would be 
attributable to their studies as well.    In addition, too many students "shut down" after their SOL exams, 
and although teachers try very hard to keep them engaged with meaningful learning activities, the support 
is not there from home.  High school sports start at the end of August as well.  This will put school 
sessions in alignment with the sports teams. 
Too stinking hot in early August.  Not all of the older schools have good AC! 
Having had two children graduate from HCPS and one still in the system, I do not see the need for starting 
school on August 23. My children took AP classes and there was plenty of time to teach all the material 
before the AP test. And now that HCPS has eliminated midterms that is an extra 7 days of instructional 
time gained for AP teaching. If the majority favors Option A, I would at least keep Option B for the 2021-
22 year, since construction usually always runs behind. It will be stressful enough if the redistricting is 
implemented for that year and the new schools/additions are not ready. 
Year round, in my opinion. 
My family prefers year round school to avoid a 12 week break.  We also prefer more instruction.  I was 
amazed to learn many grades were done with new curriculum in March and the rest of the year was review 
and testing.  It seems we could teach them more. 
My husband and I would prefer the pre-Labor Day calendar year, as it will be more in synchrony with the 
college calendar year for our other child. It seems to make more sense when trying to pair all of our 
calendars. Thank  you for your consideration. 
Working families have already established plans for their children's care before and after school based on 
the existing calendar year. Caretakers have already made personal arrangements to care for these children 
......with the caretakers’ consideration of their own personal schedules. Why spend County of Henrico 
funds to change the school year calendar when TEACHERS should be receiving these funds and not 
someone behind a desk to do something that is NOT necessary!  STOP spending money, Henrico County 
Public Schools!! 
How do you know the coronavirus will be over to even think about starting early. 
I would prefer wait longer and start like a usual school year, at least try to make it kind of normal, but still 
wait to see if things get better. 
Please allow online instruction for the current school year (2020 - 2021), to reduce the spread of the virus 
in our community. I think we have a responsibility towards the most vulnerable people living in our 
county. 
With an increasing chance COVID-19 cases will spike over the summer, I prefer Option B in case Option 
C or D are needed. 
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Having more breaks throughout the year allows students to catch their breath and have something to 
continually look forward to without the feeling that they have endless work with no end nearby. 
As a teacher for HCPS, I believe the additional two weeks of learning, in the beginning of the school term 
are more beneficial for the students, than the last two “fun” weeks in June. 
Stay with after Labor Day lots of families use that as one last family outing before school starts. 
My biggest concern would be the need to shift summer camp start dates to align with the suggested earlier 
end of the school year. It is unclear to me if the needed planning has taken place to ensure that everything 
is aligned, particularly summer camps, to facilitate a pre-Labor Day shift. 
I would hope that at some point the Board will consider year round school. 
Option A makes the most sense academically (which should be the priority reason for the decision). 
The kids lost so much instructional time this year, due to the health emergency. I would much prefer to 
we’re on an earlier schedule, should another emergency ever arise again. 
I like this approach to getting feedback from the community. 
I think our kids need all the learning they can get. Since 2020 school year has been interrupted from 
COVID-19. It will be good to start school early and get out early. Most parents plan their vacations around 
the school year. 
Do not see a compelling reason to start after Labor Day.  Would prefer and earlier start combined with an 
earlier end of the school year.   
 

It is unfortunate that the school board chose not to strongly consider an extended calendar (year-round 
school).  I believe that year-round school would benefit students by reducing the "un-learning" that can 
occur during summer break.  I understand that year-round school would require changes to how summer 
plans are made and significant changes among other stakeholders.  But, students should be the primary 
stakeholder of a school system. 
I feel the dates for teachers to arrive back for a pre-Labor Day start are too early and don't coincide with 
the June 3 last day. If schools last day would be in May, the pre-Labor Day start would be more beneficial 
to teachers who look forward to vacation time with their families and possible lower off-season pricing. As 
for students, the post-Labor Day gives students a nice four-day week to learn routines and get back in the 
swing of school. Would the division ever consider a full year model? 
We are all used to it and this year has been so hard already. Please don’t make any new changes. 
Recess during August would be too hot for students. 
I am not opposed to either calendar but request that your calendar is in sync with surrounding counties - 
especially Hanover. I, like many others, teach in Hanover while my children attend Henrico schools. It is 
imperative for child care reasons that we have matching schedules. 
I am not strongly opposed to either calendar, but I do ask that Henrico's calendar matches surrounding 
counties' calendars - particularly Hanover County. My wife teaches in Hanover, but our children to go 
Henrico Schools. It is critical they have the same schedule for child care reasons. Thank you for your time 
and consideration. 
I support the post Labor Day start for several reasons: 
- I struggle to see the major benefit of starting school "2 weeks earlier than normal".  Yes, students would 
get out earlier, but there is still not but some much that can be done outside in late May/early June.  
Rivers/beaches are still cold, many outdoor activities are still closed, and the peak of summer vacation 
season still isn't close to starting.  The entire month of August is still prime vacation season, so IF students 
go to school early (pre-Labor Day), they can/will miss out on family vacation time. 
- Post Labor Day start is a great way to have 1 final "unofficial end of the summer" weekend before school 
starts back up.  It's a great break/starting point for the school semester. 
- For families that work in different counties, it makes things quite challenging as well if all the Richmond 
area localities are on a different school schedule.  I'd only support a pre-Labor Day start IF THE ENTIRE 
metro area was on the same schedule - and NOT have Henrico County standalone differently. 
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- If school days are needed, I would consider shortening winter or thanksgiving break.  I support students 
starting winder break the Friday before Christmas, and going back to school on the 1st weekday after 
January 1st.   
- 2 new high schools are scheduled to open in 2021 and starting "earlier than normal" can compromise the 
completion timeline.  I believe the timeline may already be compromised b/c of the economy right now, 
but this is more added pressure that isn't justified at this moment in time. 
- And last, but certainly not least - I believe that there is entirely too much going on in the world right now 
with the COVID pandemic, and I'm not sure this survey will reflect a true accurate representation of folk’s 
true thoughts.  I did watch the school board meeting online and also attended one of the info sessions on 
the topic earlier in the year.  I do feel like parents want their kids to go back to school as soon as possible 
(when it is safe to do so) - but I'm worried that may sway some of the data.  I'm also not sure the entire 
message about pros/cons has been adequately communicated either, and the focus on several 
parents/households is elsewhere right now to truly digest this information. 
 

Please keep the traditional POST Labor Day start. 
Would prefer an approach that starts after Labor Day and ends at Memorial Day.  I understand this 
condenses the school year but the book ends make sense. 
Thank you for maintaining a holiday on Easter Monday. 
Please go to year round school :) 
I prefer the later start as it allows us to go on vacation the last week of August when rates are cheaper. We 
have gone this week for 10 years now. We could adapt but this is my preference for cost savings. 
With older siblings that have already graduated from Henrico County Schools. The normal post Labor Day 
start works the best. Most colleges and universities in Virginia have students move into dorms the week of 
August 23rd. 
I agree for pre-Labor Day open. 
I prefer beach vacations in August when the water is warm versus June when it is still warming up! 
Virginia and NC water stays cool until mid to late July so this would limit visiting time. My kids are 
younger so don’t see AP or testing advantage. 
Being that the pandemic is still ongoing, I think it would be in our best interest this year to start post Labor 
Day as that gives us, small as it may, a little more time before reopening. 
If the Board decides to start school in August, teachers and other staff members should be compensated for 
their shortened summer. 
Please allow online instruction for 2020 to 2021 school year for the safety of our kids and our community. 
-The half-days are a waste of time for students, teachers, and staff. 
-The less travel time for students to get their school and back home is a concern.  
More learning time for students in AP classes before they have to take their AP exams 
I would actually prefer an Option C, pre Labor Day start on August 29th.  Could the county provide some 
information as to why this isn't an Option? I am also curious as to why in Option B, we have a student 
holiday for Rosh Hashanah but not in Option A. 
I truly believe continuing with a post Labor Day start as in option B is the best option.  However, should 
the county opt to go with option A, several things need to be addressed/considered: 
- Such a change should be made across the region not merely locally 
- What happens to summer for those employees on an 11-month contract?  Will they only have 2 weeks in 
the summer of 2021?  If that's the case, will they be given more personal days that year to make up for that? 
- Moving the start date up should be done in stages - 2021-22 should start one week earlier and the 
following year two weeks earlier 
It would be a huge benefit for AP students to begin before Labor Day. 
In cooperation with regional school districts, I hope the school board will consider the year-round option 
in the future. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE REDISTRICTING 
Just a note that both options do not include teacher workdays at the end of the year to finish up the year 
expectations. 
Thanks for taking the parents' inputs into consideration. 
They could be out of school earlier if there wasn't so many random "student holidays." 
Option A allows parents to preplan the school year and the summer vacation a lot easier I do believe and 
helps with the snow day setbacks. 
Best option for alignment with colleges and local districts.  Time to start before Labor Day. 
I think that it truly is time to consider year-round school schedules, or extending winter times off when we 
are more likely to have snow days anyway. 
I prefer option A. Further, given the situation of COVID-19, I have concerns about classroom instructions 
in this fall. We should consider online/virtual. 
I feel like there are too many changes right now to think this far into the future. It’s better for my family to 
stick with what we know. Also, I feel like by changing towards a college calendar, it’s just another way 
the system is helping kids grow up too soon. As a parent, I'd prefer their lives remain as stress-less as 
possible, & mine too. Please consider this when you make your final decision! 
Would love the board to consider full year schedules. 
My son would be a Senior this year, so even though starting before Labor Day shortens his summer 
between junior and senior year by 2 weeks, he gains more time the next summer before leaving for 
college. So this works for us! 
Starting earlier means exams for the first semester finish before winter break. This might help the 
derailment of midterms that happens nearly every year thanks to snow in mid-late January. 
We typically have mid to late August camps and vacations that cannot be done or taken at other times in 
summer. 
If you are thinking of making this change... why not try to change one week at a time.  I never want to 
shorten summer break by two weeks! 
Better for student learning... more time for AP students to have before AP test dates. 
We should consider year round school. Was very sad when it was taken off the table. 
As an educator, I think that what is best for many students is a year round schedule. I think it would be 
very wise to bring that option back. 
Starting the school year prior to Labor Day give students and teachers an extra week to start the school 
year, leaving less "wasted" time at the end of the school year.  This transition has been needed for years.  
Other Virginia counties that start their school year before Labor Day and even sooner) are able to take 
their SOL's and end the year immediately after retakes.  Thank you for considering starting the school year 
prior to Labor Day. - A Teacher in Henrico 
What will happen if no cure insight for Covid-19. Will the year start remotely? 
Regardless of what more Northern counties in Virginia are doing...HCPS should, as always, open after 
Labor Day for students. From an economic, vacation schedule and for the mental well-being of students 
and teachers...after Labor Day opening shall remain in place...thank you. 
I prefer the additional instructional time prior to the SOL testing. 
I would prefer if Henrico would try and be in sync with surrounding counties.  Thank you. 
I feel the early start would be beneficial for my children when they begin taking AP classes. 
Option A will greatly interfere with youth sports and planned vacations. I know academics are most 
important, but this will condense the summer activities for the students. 
We prefer option- A. Start early and complete early. 
It’s too soon we haven’t had the second wave of various yet. 
I would like to see the year round schedule be an option again. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Teacher reasoning: more time for SOL prep and less time after tests that are seen as unnecessary. Ending 
in early June sounds so amazing as well. 
We love taking a family vacation mid-August. Rates drop significantly and it’s much more economical for 
us. We truly value that time together before the chaos of fall sets in. 
If you are going to switch to a pre-Labor Day start, it makes the most to switch it for the 2020-2021 school 
year because the students will already be off for 6 months.  You wouldn't have the problem of cutting a 
summer short. 
Later school start is better and please emphasize on hygiene and hand wash after every class, emphasize on 
drinking more water. 
Do not change to year round school, please. That would be a nightmare for working parents and childcare. 
We have a time share and take our vacation at the end of august EVERY YEAR. This cannot be changed 
as it is a time share. Therefore, we will continue to do this causing my kids to miss the first week of school 
each year. I imagine this could be the case for other families as well. Covid-19 changed enough! Leave 
some sense of normalcy please 
If teachers are expected to reduce their summer break even once, temporary raises for the reduction in 
break should be provided. 
Way too many professional learning days. 
Would love a yearlong school option. 
I’m actually open to either option; however, as an employee in neighboring district, it would be easier to 
follow the start date of nearby districts. Perhaps better buy-in would come if all surrounding districts we 
on the same page (Henrico, Chesterfield, Richmond, and Hanover). 
Post-Labor Day was established for reasons other than the education/learning of students which should be 
our sole priority and focus. Pre-Labor Day will ensure that Henrico is consistent with direction peers are 
moving nationally and emerging data suggesting that it facilitates better learning outcomes. 
Biggest downside of the change is the "short" summer in the year of the change.  Has there / could there be 
consideration to adjusting breaks and admin time to take a week out of the existing 20 -21 calendar to 
make at least make up a week.  If you did it in such a way to make it a transition year, I think it might ease 
the transition. 
Of the two options I prefer this one.  However, I would like more information as to why the School Board 
rejected the idea of year-round school?  I believe that this option would be a huge benefit to our students, 
staff, and families.  Students would see less decrease in learning, teachers would have more time to plan 
based on student data, and families would have less need for child care in the long summer months.  In 
addition, after our students have missed so much instruction due to our current health crisis, I believe that 
year-round school could help us navigate the uncharted waters of this pandemic.  I hope that the school 
board re-considers their decision to not look at year-round school as a viable option for our community. 
This seems like an incredibly insignificant question considering the lost educational time due to Covid.   I 
have spoken to parents in other school systems where so many more educational opportunities were 
provided by the school system than in Henrico.  I would have hoped that the Board would be investing 
energy making meaningful plans for educating our children in the fall of 2020 and beyond; with Covid.  
This spring was a lost opportunity where the county did the absolute minimum to (apparently) be able to 
state that something was accomplished.  This spring was an educational failure that I am worried will be 
repeated this fall when Covid doesn’t magically disappear. 
This makes the most sense. As a former highly school teacher, I understand the importance of the extra 
time to prepare for the SOL and AP exams and not have so much dead time at the end of the year. Also, it 
allows for the semester to end closer to the winter holiday rather than end of January. Many states start 
back the first of August so VA/HCPS would eventually adapt their vacation schedules! The first couple of 
years would be a challenge to adjust but would be beneficial to the students and teachers to start earlier. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
To note a Muslin religious holiday by name on the HCPS calendar while refusing to refer to Christmas 
Break is a gross oversight at best and hypocritical political pandering at its worst. HCPS needs to be better 
than that and correct that inequality. If you want to eliminate religion from the school system, then 
eliminate all religion not just the ones that cater to politically correctness. 
For what it is worth, I am disappointed in the discarded year round option. I think it would be a great way 
to incorporate year round catch up and avoid summer slide. 
I grew up in a school district where we started pre-Labor Day and it was always a struggle.  As a student, 
we felt like we just got started and then had the three-day weekend.  Teachers told me that they felt like 
they couldn't start much until after Labor Day anyway.  I have much preferred having my children attend 
schools beginning after Labor Day.  In addition, I do not like that summer break would be cut by two 
weeks next summer if school were to begin before Labor Day.  Also, many families may have long-
standing repeat summer vacation rentals that they go to at the same time each summer.  Those families 
may not have the option to move to new dates due to a revised calendar because other families already 
have all the weeks booked.  Last, most parents and businesses have designed their work schedules and 
calendars around the post-Labor Day start.  It will make it difficult on many families and businesses to 
adapt to a different schedule.  I hope that HCPS will continue to begin after Labor Day! 
I think you made a mistake by removing the extended option so quickly. There are many benefits to year 
round school and I was disappointed to see the option shelved so quickly. 
Families take vacations. Keep it the same way; START AFTER LABOR DAY. 
I would like consideration of the whole week off during Thanksgiving Week! 
I selected "option b" for this survey...but my real preference is year-round-school!! 
If it isn’t broken, don’t fix it. We have started post Labor Day for 40+ years.  If you plan to move school 
pre-Labor Day, schools should get out pre-Memorial Day. Pick one of the holidays and stick with it. 
No offense to them, but why are so many Muslim holidays listed yet no Christian, Jewish, Buddhist or 
others are? 
This will allow to make up some of the material they missed for to the early closing. 
I like seeing the more diverse calendar of holiday observations even though they are not holidays our 
family observes. Having the inclusion is nice to see. 
I don't know why we wouldn't have students inside learning in AC during the swelter of August. 
Don’t screw up my summer. 
The perfect option would be right in the middle - Aug 30 start, June 10 finish.  Why does it have to be two 
weeks early?? 
Too much change going on these days.  Some families need the weeks a pre-Labor Day start would take 
up for an affordable vacation. 
Starting in August may conflict with vacations and the weather is still very warm/hot.  If you want to start 
before Labor Day, how about the week before, here Aug 30, rather than 2 weeks before on Aug 23.  And 
starting 1 week before let’s everyone ease into being back a few days before Labor Day hits.  Then kids 
are getting into the school schedule and can come back on the Tuesday after Labor Day ready to go. 
We take our family vacations in August. 
Once students begin mixing (even with masks on), illness will rise as it does every respiratory season. The 
school system may need to adjust if COVID-19 cases rise, and have on line options for periods of time. 
Starting earlier may help with a buffer. XXXXX, MD 
I think there are a lot of families that use the end of August for vacation when rates are lower.  I think this 
is important for strength in relationships.  They may not be able to afford to go other times of the summer 
when prices are often elevated due to the higher demand.  I think the traditional start offers a stable 
summer routine which is important for kids especially in these times of uncertainty.  The summer break is 
just as long so we are not reducing the time off and summer slide issue.  There is nothing to be gained by 
shifting the year back two weeks. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I think this year the school system needs to consider the preparation for pandemic remote education as a 
priority. Next year, I would like to see HCPS move towards a year round school calendar. 
Don't mess with a schedule that has always worked! It's been 60 years since I started school and it worked 
fine then so I see no reason to change it! 
Post Labor Day is much better for students allowing them to enjoy more of the summer and allow more 
time for vacations. 
if it's not broken..... 
Please do as much as you can to keep things the same in a time of so much uncertainty. 
What, if any, buffers are built-in both schedules if Corona virus makes a comeback in winter 2020? 
Starting after Labor Day will allow for annual traditional vacation the week before Labor Day and the 
beginning of school and also allow the students to enjoy more of the summer months. 
B is way better! 
Yes ...I would like to see this Option A implemented for this school year...2020 
Would have preferred the "year-round" school calendar, but since it was removed from consideration, 
Option A is the better of the two. 
I like the idea of getting our kids back in school earlier.  It will allow my child’s Course timeline to better 
align with his AP testing.  I also like the idea of getting them out of school closer to Memorial Day. 
The kids need to get back to school and involved in their regular routine asap. 
I think it’s best to start school before the end of Summer and to get out earlier in the month of June. 
The academic calendar would more closely align with the start of fall extracurricular activities, as well as 
college and university schedules. 
Bring back the year round school schedule option. 
I would like to know why the year round school schedule was removed as an option. 
I think it's a great idea to start this school year before Labor Day.  The school year ended so early in March 
because of the virus. I would vote yes, pre-Labor Day. 
I still have some concerns about COVID-19 and starting school too early. I may have submitted a different 
answer if I could see in the future and know what the summer would be like in regards to COVID-19. 
Start even earlier, or better yet, go year round like much of the rest of the world does.  Summer break is a 
thing of the past. Time to move into the 21st century. Be bold!! 
There are thousands of child custody orders in Henrico that are set for summer visitation based on an after 
Labor Day start date.  If the school changes the date - all of those orders will have to be redone with 
expenses, attorneys and multiple court dates.  With the courts already backlogged due to COVID closures 
- this would create an expensive and logistical nightmare to thousands of families - esp. now.  Please do 
not do this!  I am a family law attorney and have been involved in many of these orders.  Please talk to 
family law judges about how difficult this would be before considering this option! 
School should not open until the spread of corona virus is less than a 5% chance of getting it. 
If it’s not broke, don’t mess with it. Leave it alone. 
The summer heat at the end of August will make it hard for students to tune into the beginning of a new 
school year. 
Children are bored by mid-August. Starting school pre-Labor Day helps with that. Also, children are ready 
for summer once Memorial Day happens. This way they only have about a week of school left. We have 1 
in private and 1 in HCPS. Private does a pre-Labor Day start and our family much prefers it. 
Didn't like the shortening of the summer break under A and enjoy traditional schedule. 
Children need to get back to learning in school not on their own, as soon as possible. 
Leave what's not broken alone. 
All of our family around the country has a schedule close to Schedule A and it would be incredibly helpful 
to be able to be coordinated with them. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
All counties surrounding should be the same. Random Tuesday’s as work days/student holidays just are 
ridiculous. Make this three day weekends. 
Many families plan certain things for those last couple weeks in August for various reasons.  A pre-Labor 
Day start would cause some concerns for many. 
For years’ families have been planning end of the summer vacations. Some families plan two years in 
advance. This would disrupt a majority of those plans.  Keep it how it has been. 
Do not change from the original, traditional calendar. 
After long summer, kids are ready for school, so I like that school starts early and ends early. 
Wed, Sept 8 is also observed as Rosh Hashanah for many Jewish people. As a teacher, it would be very 
sad to miss the first day of school because I am observing a religious holiday. 
We vacation in late August which would cause our student to miss the start of school. 
1.  Many high school students work during the summers.  For examples, camps are open to all counties 
and if HCPS return back to school before Labor Day, many organizations will be short-staffed.   
2.  All counties should stay on the same page for student economic possibilities. 
3.  Starting early will not change the mindset of the students, they will still think they are on summer 
break, even though they are in school. 
4.  Many teachers have students away at college, starting before Labor Day and having teacher report 
earlier would interfere with the college schedule. 
Calendar A allows additional instructional time prior to AP exams. As most schools districts in Virginia 
and across the country now attend prior to Labor Day, option A will put Henrico County students on equal 
footing for the AP exams. 
We actually prefer year round school and have seen it successfully implemented with family in NC.  There 
are many misunderstandings about how that schedule works, inter-sessions and the like.  It is really a great 
program for how we live today as we are no longer primarily an agrarian society.  We are behind the times 
when it comes to this structure. 
With so many uncertainties in the world right now, please keep something the same. Please keep the 
calendar the same for the 2021-2022 school year. Thank you. 
Would like more information on year round school. 
Focus on Henrico County; we have an excellent school system, the overwhelming majority of the 
community is very proud of our schools; our system's staff, faculty and leadership; we trust the school 
system; the quality of the schools is reflected in the residential real estate values and the high success rate 
of our local small business community and investment / commitment of the large employers. Please, do 
not allow social engineering to sway the decision.  XXXXX. 
This teacher and parent loves the earlier start. 
Pre Labor Day will just make everything confusing. 
I see no valid reason to justify a pre-Labor Day start to the school year, which would disrupt Virginia's 
economy by removing a big part of the summer workforce at local recreational businesses like Kings 
Dominion and also disrupt long held family vacation/travel plans and traditions that have been maintained 
and revered for generations. Don't do it. I hope you will enact Plan B for a traditional post-Labor Day start 
to the school year. 
We moved from Colorado; starting before Labor Day is no big deal and I would prefer it. 
I think after Labor Day is fine as scheduled. 
Hopefully this will align with surrounding school systems which would benefit those employees who live 
outside of Henrico County and have school-aged children.  This allows them to be on the same schedule. 
I think there's a psychology involved: July and August (not to mention half-June) are set aside, have been 
set aside. To see a part of August gone somehow cuts off the summer!  Plus, the weather in late August is 
glorious in Virginia - the waning sun produces an orange glow - Faulkner even titled a novel "Light in 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
August". An August start rules out the Labor Day, set-your-eyes-to-a big-change out the window.  Let's enjoy the 
last throes of summer at the beach, on the deck - but not inside. NO to August school. 
It doesn’t matter because of the COVID-19 and y ’all haven’t even finalized how they are going to 
accommodate students and staff during the pandemic in regards to keeping them safe and virus free.  So 
why are we voting on a calendar? 
School should start after Labor Day due to family vacations. 
This gives children additional time to prepare before State Testing window opens in May.  It also allows 
the children the time to relax after testing is complete, which seems more purposeful. 
I like the idea of kids being more in line with college students and AP/SOL material coverage on tests. No 
real reason to start late. Early bird gets the worm! 
I think after Labor Day has always been the best option to give parents time to prepare their kids for 
school, a lot of families be on vacation. Also buses are not air conditioned and too hot for the drivers and 
the kids. Please let schools remain closed until after the holiday. 
Love that we are considering this!!  I hope it passes to begin school earlier and get out June 3rd!! 
Sitting in overly hot classrooms and being on extremely hot playgrounds and busses in late August doesn't 
seem like a great idea. Also, starting school and then having a three day weekend (for Labor Day) shortly 
after the start of school seems disruptive. 
It’s too hot in Virginia to start any sooner! Families have more time for better planned vacations and 
sporting activities. 
Teachers and, quite frankly, I believe many parents have been long awaiting this calendar change.  I 
believe the earlier start and consequently the earlier close would be embraced by the vast majority of the 
community. 
The only comment I have is that being only one parent out of maybe hundreds, I think the school board 
and teachers would have a lot more information than I do and I will respect their decision. 
I think the schedule needs to stay the same. It’s been the way for years. 
I wish year round school was an option. 
I vacation the last week of August every year as do a lot of people. I would like to keep school starting 
after Labor Day cause I am still going to be vacationing the last week of August every year. 
One reason for preference for post Labor Day start is that there is an extra half day before the spring break 
making travel for spring break easier. The post Labor Day schedule also gives more vacation time during 
August, which is preferable to early June. But overall I would prefer to see the school consider moving to 
a full year schedule in order to accommodate a better education. A summer break that is longer than a 
month does not really benefit children or families anymore. 
This schedule works with my other sons school, it would be nice to have them on a similar schedule. 
I am not opposed to a pre-Labor day start.  It would give us additional instructional time before testing and 
less babysitting time in June (could the last day of school PLEASE BE THURSDAY??).  But, I think it 
should be introduced over the course of two years.  Year 1 start ONE week before Labor Day.  If it goes 
well and we still feel like another week is necessary, then year 2 start TWO weeks before.  Also, school 
should never start on a 5-day week.  It's too big a transition for teachers and students and should be either a 
3 or 4-day week.  Week 1 is typically spent introducing routines, rules, and expectations.  There is no 
reason to drag this EXHAUSTING week to 5 days.  Have a short week the first week (or the first 2 weeks) 
and then move into a full week when real instruction begins. 
This calendar will correlate with the family’s schedule. 
I believe this calendar would more closely align with end of the year testing. 
En realidad se necesita volver a darles clases a los niños que estan atrasados en su aprendizaje. 
Translation: Actually you need to go back to teaching children who are behind in their learning. 
Not a huge preference; I'd probably go with the week in between! 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
We need to start after Labor Day to give as much time as possible for a safe environment from the 
coronavirus for the staff, students and the community. 
It is extremely difficult to find high quality childcare for the last week of August and first week of 
September, as most camps close their season earlier in August. Not everyone has the luxury of being able 
to take those two weeks as vacation time, and this is a genuine hardship. 
Not enough time for 11-month Technology staff to prepare computers for teachers, update software on 
technical devices in preparation for new school year starting. 
I believe more work can be done before winter break with schools starting earlier. The new semester will 
start after break, and I think the transition will be much easier on students. 
As a HCPS teacher that lives outside of Henrico and has three children attending schools in another 
county, I hope that surrounding counties scheduling will be considered before making a decision. I do not 
approve one calendar over the other- I just hope it aligns with my own children’s school calendar. 
I moved from Wake county NC two school years ago (summer 2018), where a late August start was our 
traditional calendar. Students loose traction this calendar style as they attend school one to two weeks, 
then break and have to regroup; post Labor Day allows for a more continual start, and flows better with 
summer break holidays, which works better with working parents’ schedules, particularly in single parent 
households. 
I have college age students and starting prior to Labor Day is more difficult since I cannot be in two places 
at one time. Therefore, I prefer the option B. 
A pre-Labor Day start seems to align with more school around the country.  It makes sense to me. 
Too much instability in the world today.  Please keep with the traditional post-Labor Day school start date. 
Students currently go back to school when it’s still extremely warm out which means in the evening the 
students as well as bus drivers are on those hot buses for an amount of time. Sending students back early 
would mean riding the bus longer in the hot season 
I prefer for school to start the latest because with this pandemic we do not know when things are going 
back to where they used to be. So it is better to wait and see how things go first and for that we need 
longer time to determine if things will be safe for students to return to school. And starting on August is 
just too soon. Let’s think about their safety first and wait longer. Thank you. 
Post Labor Day!! 
The first week of November has school every other day, is there a reason the teacher work day on 11/2 
can’t be Friday? Also the first half of the calendar is loaded with breaks, but there are none in February 
and March. 
I trust that the school board is closely monitoring the coronavirus pandemic and considering a potentially 
later start date. 
We would be open to alternatives start and end If the holidays were better structured. There are too many 
days off that occur in the middle of the week.  Prefer long weekends.   Instead of half day on Monday 
afternoon. Try Friday afternoon. Option A means both Labor Day and Memorial Day have school before 
and after limiting part flexibility. Ok to start in August but then should end by Memorial Day. Or start 
after Labor Day as it currently. 
‘My family always goes on vacation the last week of August’ should NOT be considered as a reason to 
keep the calendar post Labor Day start! I’d be in favor of year round schooling. 
Based on the Corona situation, I foresee an after Labor Day start date. 
Please change the calendar to a pre Labor Day start. Iris time to align with the rest of the area schools. 
I hope a later start will give the HCPS more time to figure out how to handle classes during the pandemic.  
I think 4 classes per day (where students go to 4 classes per day the first half of the year, and their other 4 
classes the second half of the year) instead of 8 per day, would be less exposure. 
I honestly have no preference. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I agree with the concerns in the questions of XXXXX during the last meeting. There should be more 
analytical data to evaluate the benefits of changing the school year. While I tend to favor a pre-Labor Day 
start, I am concerned how feasible it is given how our region is situated.  As a result, a change of this 
nature should also be coordinated with Richmond and Chesterfield. 
I would actually prefer a year round calendar with intermittent breaks. 
I like the earlier start in August. Totally fine with us. 
This is the only option that makes sense right now. This should be revisited in a couple years. 
I am sorry that the all-year option was taken off the table. 
We have an annual trip with family from around the country on the last week before Labor Day. Changing 
the schedule would not work for our family and 2 kids in Henrico Schools.  I don't understand how starting 
earlier would benefit the students.  The later start date also lets the students enjoy more of the warmer part 
of the summer where they can be outside. 
Please keep the calendar the same for the 2021-2022 school year so that Tucker High School can complete 
its renovation, how sad for students and teachers if this can't be completed because of choosing another 
calendar option. 
My husband is a college professor and having the school year begin after his has always been problematic. 
We always have to figure out what to do with the kids during the week or two where he’s back to work, 
but they’re not in school. Having the schools line up with the colleges will be helpful for families like us. 
This more closely aligns with SOL and pre-college testing. 
We have been out of school since 3/13..... Please start back as early as possible.... we are desperate for 
structure and face to face learning! Thanks. 
There are significant benefits to having two additional weeks for instruction prior to AP/IB/SOL testing 
dates.  This would better level the playing field for our students when compared to districts already on this 
schedule (including those who have recently moved to this schedule in our area such as Powhatan, and 
those likely to do so such as Hanover and Chesterfield). Additionally, it would reduce by two weeks the 
amount of time spent on "busy work" after these tests are taken. 
No need to change what isn’t broken. 
Since all Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Wiccan, Satanic, etc. holidays/special days/holy days can't be 
celebrated, REMOVE THEM ALL!  Instead of building in one for this religion and one for that, take them 
all out.  Instead, give the families floating options worth 5 days of school.  They have to choose 5 dates at 
the beginning of the school year, it gets built into the student's profile, and when they miss that day of 
school it doesn't count against them.  That way the family that doesn't celebrate "X" won't be given time 
off for holidays that mean nothing to them.  Same for the staff.  There needs to be a day off every marking 
period, and 2 to 3 days off between the first and second semester...whenever that may be.  Start school 
before Labor Day and end it at Memorial Day. Done.  No more trying to please everyone and angering 
them instead.  Put the ball in their court to choose up to 5 dates and then move forward.  Federal holidays 
will remain. 
From my experience, most school system across the country start school in the middle of August and end 
the week before Memorial Day.  Most private schools in our area follow a similar schedule. Because of 
this, most summer camps aren't open the last two weeks of August.  Therefore, there isn't much for the 
kids to do the last two weeks of August.  I would prefer to start earlier in August and end in late May. 
Please continue to research the extended year calendar as it will be beneficial after quarantine and going 
forward. 
Please consider distant learning because I work in the medical field, even if it is for a couple of days a 
week. 
I like that option A lines up with college schedules better! 
Where is Good Friday for Christians?  
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
For families where both parents work it is unreasonable to expect us to be equipped for distance learning 
and we are really struggling. Opening before Labor Day seems completely reasonable if it’s safe to do so. 
These kids need to learn as soon as safely possible! Thank you! 
Leave it alone!!!!!!!! 
What is social distancing plan? 
My family has always done a family vacation the 3rd week of August. We already have plans to do that 
again this year. I’m sure many other families vacation at time frame and even more right before Labor 
Day. Deciding to start school before Labor Day should be decided and announced long before the summer 
before the school year starts so families can plan accordingly. If starting before Labor Day is more optimal 
then it should begin in the 2021-2022 school year. 
I would like to know more about the pre-k process for children just starting school. 
Considering that the Summer solstice occurs around June 20, I like that Option A has students out of 
school during more of the longer daylight-hours days. 
I think we should keep the calendar as it is with the post-Labor Day Start.  Many families have traditions 
of one last mini-vacation or time being spent with family Labor Day Weekend then school starting on 
Tuesday.  Also, many families have worked out summer schedules to include having the whole month of 
August off. 
The UVA COVID-19 modeling has predicted a peak of Covid cases in mid-August. As such, a post-Labor 
Day start will be safer. That being said, I think we should absolutely consider year-round schools in this 
region as there is a substantial likelihood of another wave of Covid alongside seasonal flu that is anticipate 
to hit late fall/winter that might result in another lock down (as the vaccine is not likely to roll out to the 
general public prior to that). I am also worried about students who attend the school who refuse the 
vaccine when that time comes. I think the vaccine should be mandatory--particularly in light of the new 
"Kawasaki" disease-like symptoms that are circulating amongst children. In addition to needing to keep 
my children safe my elderly mother lives with us and suffers from COPD. It's a life or death issue for us if 
my child brings Covid home. Please keep all these issues in mind as you move forward. I realize that the 
"squeaky wheel" often gets the grease and those wheels at the moment are gathering at the capitol with 
guns (not sure why guns relate to a virus.... but whatever). Please do not give into those squeakers. Polling 
shows that more than 2/3 of Americans believe we are re-opening too quickly and are concerned about the 
fallout. This of course comes along as we near 100,000 dead bodies. 
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/07/politics/pew-research-poll-coronavirus-restrictions-states/index.html 
Families have plans. Kids and teachers are still working through June 12; some are even going to summer 
school. why cut their summer? They have been through enough trying times as it is. 
Strongly prefer the pre-Labor Day start to get us closer in line with private schools as well as colleges.  I 
also like the fact that there would be more learning time prior to year-end IB testing and less down time 
afterwards. 
I think that the earlier start date allows more instructional days and puts minimal emphasis on the possible 
inclement weather days that would cause schools to close. 
Please start before Labor Day. All other private schools as well as localities are moving towards this 
model. 
I feel school needs to be virtual until they can control this virus. 
Is there an option to make winter break 3 weeks long and start summer break a week later? 
Still very interested in year round schooling! 
Too late notice to change it this coming year. 
Is there any chance to extend winter break? How about a month? 
I think it would be a good idea to start school before Labor Day that way students can get as much 
instructional time in as possible before weather or public health issues cause school cancellations. 
HCPS should readdress the 2020/21 school year and start before Labor Day. 



 
93 

Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
AP test preparation. 
Please leave the start date where is has been. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 
Option A aligns with colleges and more school systems in the region (MidAtlantic and Southern) allowing 
for more summer camp opportunities. 
The students should get out of school during May not June. 
Given that our children have been out of school due to Covid and the return to school in Fall 2020/2021 is 
unknown at this time we need to start school as early as possible in 2021-2022. 
Is it possible to start one week earlier, August 30? This would allow everyone to ease into the change. 
The post Labor Day start has worked for so long. Don’t mess with it. 
Changing the schedule would impact our annual family trip and would cost us financially because we have 
a timeshare. 
The earlier start date will give the students extra time to get back to a normal routine. 
I think 8/23 is too early. What about a compromise and start on 8/30 and end 6/10? 
I like the benefits of moving school year closer to collage calendar and be consistent with rest of US. 
I still believe in year round school. One month off between academics courses to allow for less down time. 
I want to push back the start as far as possible to make sure kids and staff are safe starting school. Covid is 
still here!! 
Starting before Labor Day causes too many things to be stacked on top of each other....APs, SOLs, senior 
exams & events while also trying to end the year with underclassmen.  Starting after Labor Day allows us 
to complete APs, then start SOLs (maybe with a small amount of overlap), and then have senior exams 
followed by graduation.  Trying to have everything at one time and then trying to figure out how to fit in 
expedite testing....it is going to be a mess in a division our size. 
Not calendar related but I believe you could expand independent study programs for kids that are 
uncomfortable going back to school. Especially kids with county issued laptops. At home study is the 
trend. 
I support Option A but would also support a year round school option. 
I do not see the benefits to move this up. Our family enjoys being able to do things once other families in 
the country have already gone back to school. We also have more time with our family in warm weather. 
Our schedule has been this way since I was in school and I see no reason to change this. 
Many families take the week before labor for vacation. For many it’s been an annual event for years!  
Don’t mess with tradition. Things are working smoothly the way they are. 
We moved from an area that had the pre-Labor Day start and have learned to enjoy and appreciate the 
post-Labor Day start in this part of the state.  For us, it provides a slower paced end to our summer break 
where we have the option to travel or enjoy beaches / parks without the huge crowds.   We haven’t missed 
the pre-Labor Day start at all! 
The post-Labor Day calendar results in two weeks in June of mostly wasted time.  My hope is that the pre-
Labor Day Calendar will result in a more productive use of all classroom time. 
Year around school was the best option. I think it will take some more education for the public to 
understand this, but if you ask almost any teacher, particularly those who work in the more economically 
depressed areas of the county they will advocate for year round school. 
I would like to consider lengthening the school year over the next couple of years to catch the kids up.  I 
am very concerned that my kids (3 in HCPS) are behind now that they lost all this time this year. 
I'm only suggesting A for this year because the kids will already have had such an extended break. I don't 
think this ought to be necessarily a change going forward. 
The statement about option (A) providing better alignment between academic calendar and fall activities is 
misleading. Activities such as football and marching band necessitate a dedicated camp with intensive all 
day training and instruction prior to school start.  A big disadvantage of Option A includes increased 
weather risk for these activities -- namely excessive heat and greater overlap with hurricane season. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Too many professional days. 
Option A should have been fought for and instituted years ago. 
I chose Option B because I'm still worried about COVID-19 spreading and the later start could give it 
more time to die off, but it is hard to predict right now. 
I feel an earlier school start is a more productive use of the student and staff's time. 
Consider alignment to Hanover County Public Schools.  Many Teachers have students in that system. 
Even though the kids have not had a traditional school year, I don't think ending summer early to start 
school would be in the best interest. I think it would be best to get back to some sense of normalcy for the 
kids to go back to school at the time they are used to and truly enjoy the break without thinking about all 
this change going on. 
The last month of school after SOL and AP testing is often not as rigorous.  It would be nice to have more 
time to prepare students for these tests.  If school is opened earlier, then the testing windows should 
remain the same to give teachers more time to teach content. 
None of the above because the corona virus is still going on and I don’t feel safe letting my child go back 
to school. No cure has been found and the virus is still pressing like crazy and you want to bring these 
poor children back to school??? I don’t care what type of cover up or plan you guys have, I’d rather my 
child do online school and be safe at home. My child’s life comes before school or any other priority. Such 
a shame. The people who run this county also have their own children, do you not fear for them? I only 
clicked an answer because it was mandatory. 
The traditional post-Labor Day start offsets Henrico schools from other county schools both within and out 
of state to provide more flexibility to both staff and families for extracurricular activities. 
With the current pandemic, I believe we definitely need to have school start on time in the classroom.  We 
cannot have classes taught on-line it has and will continue to hurt our children's education.  We can have 
school with precautions, but we need to have school!! 
Please give these kids an opportunity to have a full summer post-coronavirus before moving to a pre-
Labor Day start. They (and we) are missing out on so much already this summer. Don't cut their summer 
short next year just because you want more time to prep for testing. 
I prefer the traditional post-Labor Day start.  I think a lot of families have traditions about celebrating the 
week before Labor Day as many have Labor Day off and it is a good opportunity for an extended vacation 
without using a ton of vacation time.  For me personally, I always take a trip to the beach with friends and 
family that week.  Often prices of vacations are cheaper to encourage tourists to visit on the last days of 
"summer". it is a chance for me as a teacher to end my summer on a relaxing note that celebrates my 
summer off with my friends and family as well as de-stress about the coming school year. 
Please consider family vacations during the last few weeks of August. This is when most of the vacation 
rentals are cheaper and many wait to take their summer vacation during this time. With all of the change 
currently happening, please revisit topics that are not necessary until a later date. There is too much going 
on right now to also be concerned with Henrico County changing something else. 
It will allow kids to enjoy their summer and also less attendance issues. 
I am a teacher and I do not want to start in August because it is still hot. I want summer to be hot, not 
recess.  Also, the summer before will be ridiculously short.  Please keep an after Labor Day start. 
Yes!!!! 100% yes!!! We would even support year round school or adopting this for the 2020-2021 school year. 
This will give the students more time to prepare for the SOL and IB tests in May.  And less "goofing off" 
time once those test are over.  It is a struggle to get kids to focus on any real work after that testing is over. 
Let’s keep it the same most to all kids and teachers have planned last summer events around Labor Day. I 
don't feel that starting two weeks earlier will change anything most kids are ready to finish school after 
Spring Break, stopping early or waiting two weeks really doesn't change kids learning. 
Why do the calendars have different holidays recognized in September depending on the start date? Rosh 
Hashanah on one and Yom Kippur on the other? 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I honestly don't know why we are considering a change.  The current schedule is fine.  Changing will only 
impact long standing vacation traditions taken by family at end of August.  If anything, look at staying the 
course of current schedule but trimming the last week off on June - very little, if none, instructional 
activities happen the last week of school. 
I think the latest we can postpone the start the better - giving more time for Virginia to figure out and work 
through cases of Covid-19. 
Why are you all always trying to change things needlessly? It seems like a great waste of time and 
resources to always be tweaking things! Save my Tax dollars for more important things!!! You did not 
describe one reason to make this change and how it would import the use of the schools as well as the 
importance of these changes other than more time for testing! What are the whys here??? Testing cannot 
be the only reason to waste my taxes! 
This is not the time to start school early in light of the pandemic. We need as much time as possible to 
flatten the curve and make the necessary preparations to open school with all the safety precautions and 
procedures needed for all school personnel and students. 
It will cost me $660.00 or more if the school board changes what l have been use to and l will never 
recover for the remaining two years! 
My summer daycare is in Chesterfield County, and if Henrico has a significantly different school schedule 
there will be times that I am without childcare at both the beginning and the end of the school year. 
June is so hot for kids to attend school. Better for families with kids in private or college schools. Better 
for sports. In September kids start getting bored of summer activities. 
Given the disruption to this school year, and the likelihood that the 20-21 school year will also be 
impacted by the COVID pandemic, I think it’s prudent to plan now for an earlier start to next year.  In 
addition, it makes sense long-term to align better to national AP and other testing dates. 
Option A is a terrible idea! Don't do it! 
I feel if this calendar has been working all this time then why change it. 
It is much more beneficial for the start to coincide closer to university start and private school start. 
Not at this time. 
I'm disappointed that the full-year option is no longer being considered when other states and countries are 
doing the same.  Our kids forget a lot during the summer. Thanks for all your hard work! 
Primarily, it gives the students more time (two extra weeks) to prepare for testing. And it aligns more 
closely with college and private school calendars. 
There are families that plan and schedule things far as doctors’ appointments and families, that has to 
manage money before school starts. 
Traditional post Labor Day. It's what has always been in place and has worked and should stay in place. 
"If it ain't broke, don't fix it" 
Why change what isn’t broken. 
I would like to move to a pre-Labor Day start soon, but feel that given the uncertainties of next year, that it 
may be wise to wait until 2022 to change the calendar. 
Stop trying to fix what isn’t broken! Change isn’t always good. 
Child at Tucker, keep schedule as planned! 
The reason for my answer is because with the pandemic already taking away most of the summer the kids 
have been forced to adjust a lot. Change may be good in some situations, but schools need to allow kids to 
be kids for as long as they can and stop changing things just because someone says it sounds good. Kids 
need more stability, and routine and changing things that have been in place for years just doesn't make 
sense. 
Please consider:  Many teachers are working in schools prior to their official contract start in order to be 
ready for the first day of school. 
I feel that schools should implement all year around school. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Keep it as is, no legitimate reason to change this. 
If/when we switch to this start date I would like a 1st day of August 31 so we do not miss two weeks of 
summer that 1st year. 
Most of the schools in other states have pre-Labor Day start. Being consistent with other states is good for 
coordinating work for parents. 
We go on vacation every Labor Day so my 4 kids would miss the beginning of school. 
As you/we/everyone knows, and it makes perfect sense, Semester 1 should end before x-mas/winter-
holiday, so students have something to finish up and look forward to. To be done with their work for first 
semester before a big holiday and so the term/semester doesn't drag on till after the winter holidays; switch 
off and then switch on right at the end of a semester just doesn't make sense! For the school-end also, there 
won't be a tremendous gap between when the SOLs/APs/IBs examinations finish till the end of year and 
teachers will have less to deal with when students are done for the year but the school year is still not! Of 
course, you all know these issues already... and the benefit of starting the year earlier and finishing earlier- 
Thank you. 
Many families take vacation with the long weekend of Labor Day and travel. 
I would be open to year around school. I feel the students would really benefit from having instruction all 
throughout the year. 
If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 
I like the idea of the alignment with opening of colleges/universities and also the fall sports/extracurricular 
schedule alignments.  The post Labor Day seems to go nearly till middle of September, which then pushes 
end of the year till past mid-June...seems cumbersome in option B. 
With option A starting early there is a greater risk that Tucker will not be finished and there will be kids in 
the Springfield Park/Holman/ currently Glen Allen track that might experience a greater impact of they are 
redistricted into Tucker.  They should stay Glen Allen HS to help minimize this risk to a the children. 
Will there be any other significant date changes down the line to holidays, and other days off from school? 
Those who start after Labor Day have a disadvantage on AP tests since those tests are given nationally on 
fixed dates regardless of when a school district begins. Let’s give our HS students a more level playing 
field! 
Due to vacation this would be the best option. 
I strongly urge you to keep the school calendar with the traditional post Labor Day start date. 
Much better I believe for me and my children. 
How safe is to send the students to schools during the COVID-19 pandemic.? What are the safety 
measures the schools would take? 
Pre-Labor Day start also aligns well with area private schools. 
I would love for a year-round calendar to be an option for the coming year. It is disappointing that it was 
taken off the options. 
Prefer because would LOVE for HCPS to more closely align with private school calendars in Richmond 
and the rest of the country. 
I think all the half-days are a nuisance to the calendar, the students, and families in general.  If you need to 
build more planning time into a teacher's work day, change the half-days to full-days to consolidate or 
extend a teacher's work day. 
We count on the late summer discount for our family vacations each year.  Please don't take that from us! 
Please leave things as they are and stop changing just to be changing.  The post Labor Day start is a great 
way to close out summer for the kids, get them fully focused on being back in school. 
For Option A:  Move the March 25 Student Half Day/Staff Clerical Day to April 1.  It would then coincide 
with the Option B Student Half Day/Staff Clerical Day.  It would also be beneficial to families that plan 
trips over Spring Break. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Disappointed at the way you are taking away our 3 day weekends during Jan/Feb. It leaves a family that 
enjoys skiing no options other than to take our children out of school. Especially considering that winter 
break is before most ski mountains have enough snow, and spring break is too late in the season, and most 
of the resorts are already shutting down. 
Better aligns with University starts. Like the idea of having kids winding down and starting school before 
other Counties and cities around. Really like the idea of extended year calendar though. 
Some families have pre-existing custody dates based off the traditional plan B. Plan A would make 
families have to go back to court and make another arrangement. 
It is time to move to a year round schedule. There is no reason for long summer breaks. Two week breaks 
between intermixed would enable vacations without the 6 weeks of "relearning" that is always required. 
Please DO NOT make school year round due to family events, vacations and everyone needs a break. 
It would be best to keep the traditional post Labor Day calendar start.  But no matter what tax paying, 
voting citizens say, the board will choose what they want. Have a good day. 
After Labor Day please and thank you. 
I hope that the School Board will consider year round school in the near future. This would be my real 
preference. 
Do not delay the start of the coming academic year and do not shift to virtual classes.  You have been 
irresponsible enough, don't prolong the idiocy. 
Please consider the year round option. The structure and continued education is quite possibly the best 
option. These young scholars need to be in the classroom where they can learn and gram. 
Students will benefit from starting in August and ending earlier in June!  It is a great idea! 
I would prefer Calendar A if Rosh Hashanah was included as a holiday, as it is in Option B.  I don't 
understand why you would honor it on one of the options, but not the other.  It is just as important a 
religious holiday as Yom Kippur, and since you're giving 4 days for Labor Day weekend, why not have 
the 2 days off on Monday and Tuesday rather than Friday and Monday, which would then give Rosh 
Hashanah off to those who celebrate.  For other religious holidays, I see that there are parent conferences 
scheduled - what about for those that celebrate those holidays?  That means the parents will have to 
reschedule?  Teachers will have to make up the time?  That doesn't seem to honor the idea of equity when 
it creates a "problem" for those celebrating. 
Safety precautions due to the pandemic. Will give more time to overcome the current situation and safer 
for students. 
I wish the school start timings change for elementary schools. It is really hard for kids to wake up very 
early and to schools before 7:30... also for parents to come back from work to pick them at 3:00 p.m. 
I was never a fan of the 4-day school week to start the year. I like the schedule with 2 weeks before the 
holiday. It allows the teachers to start with a stronger schedule of learning vs 4 days. The 4 days seems 
like a waste due to lack of time to distribute books, schedules, learning classroom locations and rules. 
The community and staff had already weighed in on this vote/decision for the start date. If we were to visit 
start dates it should have been for the following year, not one already decided. 
This allows families time to focus separately on sending kids to college which can be an activity for whole 
family to participate.  I think it will be helpful to have this activity at a different time that when preparing 
for kids going to high school. For those without college kids it is nice to be able to travel and have 
vacations at end of August and beginning of September when the weather is nice but resorts/travel is not 
as hectic or expensive as others have already gone back to school. 
I would like this if the other districts around here are doing something similar. 
Option A will cause a disruption to the economy of Virginia for the summer, which is essential for some 
students and parents who are working for the hospitality industry. The final reason why Option A is not 
viable is that it could add additional days of absences for some students, as they may opt to not to attend 
school until after Labor Day. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I know that year-round school has been rejected.  If the coronavirus is permanent, I think this concept 
needs to be revisited.  The new normal should include year-round school to account for temporary 
disruptions. 
I am a student graduating in 2021, so this calendar would not affect me. 
Family work schedule will be impacted negatively.  Small business and large employers counts on these 
kids for help at the end of the season please do not take them out of the summer season.  Our small family 
owned landscaping business counts on several students working too. 
Please remember to make the choice that is best for our students NOT the choice that keeps annoying 
parents from complaining.  Option B may be more popular for parents who have certain vacation 
preferences but option A gives our students a chance to be more competitive on AP and IB testing.  We 
need to keep the focus on our students. 
Consider year round school session with breaks after each quarter. 
A pre-Labor Day start makes the most sense for the testing schedule. Most secondary students see the 
completion of SOL testing as marking the end of the year, even with several weeks remaining. This 
reduces that time period when kids are mentally checking out. 
More time to prepare return to classes with COVID-19 measures in place. 
I think sticking to the routine of school starting after Labor Day has been a long tradition that folks have 
become acclimated to and the thought of pre-labor day school is a I’ll idea. This kids have been upended 
from school due the Covid-19 virus. Let’s keep things as simplified as possible. Parents set their last 
vacation Hurrah based on Labor Day and preparation to gear up for new school semester. Keep as close to 
normalcy as possible for  kids, parents , and teachers. 
We prefer to have a summer break that encompasses the hottest parts of August. 
Much better for the kids. 
Traditional POST Labor Day start. 
The point about a one-time reduced summer break is irrelevant because on the current plan our seniors 
have a reduced summer already when they leave for college.  So everybody is already getting a short 
summer at some point (it just happens at the end.) 
It is ridiculous to start after Labor Day as the kids are ready to go back and so are the parents.  Also,  other 
Southern States start before Labor Day, i.e. GA and FL. 
Bring back year round / extended calendar!! 
We feel happy even if it is earlier. 
I am still wondering why one of the options is not:  teachers beginning Mon. Aug.23rd and students 
beginning Monday Aug. 30th....Students would have one week to acclimate; bring in all signed papers, 
etc., then have a few days off .....and off we go! 
2021 seems so far away. I'm just delighted to know school will open 2020-21. 
The children have missed do much school because of COVID 19. I think it is best they go back early. 
They miss their friends and teacher. 
The children have been through enough major changes. Let’s keep school as consistent and normal as possible. 
My children prefer option A as well. 
History is repeating itself. I grew up in the Chesterfield County school system, which used to start on a 
pre-Labor Day start date schedule. So many parents continued to take summer vacation through Labor Day 
and take their kids out of school that teachers did not teach accountable curricula until after Labor Day, 
which negates the argument for Option A. Chesterfield then changed to a post-Labor Day start schedule, 
with much better results and feedback. I have nieces and nephews attending VA school districts that 
currently operate on a pre-Labor Day start date, and the same issue occurs there, with teachers and parents 
lamenting the first two weeks as a waste of time.  None of the reasons listed for Option A warrant this 
change and the reemergence of the old issues. Option A will not improve children's preparation levels for 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
testing. So many factors impact testing that disrupting everyone's summer for a few more class sessions 
will not make a difference. 
I am open to either schedule.  I think it should be left to the school system. 
I am very much aware that education is vital in students development however my concern is WE ARE 
NOT READY!!! 
Go to a year round calendar, please. 
I like the 4-day weekend for Labor Day as that softens the blow.  Love getting out earlier in June. 
I prefer the later start as I feel it will impact summer work and sport opportunities for many kids. 
I believe that this late start would be better because it allows for another two weeks for social distancing 
and this could potentially make a difference in the safety of the kids. 
This is matching with college schedule. Our family adults are working at the university. 
As much as I like the old way, I have to admit that having more time to prepare for AP exams is ideal. 
Please reconsider the year round option. Two weeks’ difference being debated is honestly moot.  It's TWO 
WEEKS.  Year around school would provide our students with consistent instruction and help avoid the 
summer loss. 
Maintaining the post-Labor Start is much better for our planning/summer scheduling. This includes the 
possibility of our family taking a vacation in August and scheduling summer camp/learning opportunities 
for our 10-year old son. 
If you don’t have a plan for social distancing, mask requirements and disinfection before and after school 
each day, then why are you opening? What is the mitigation for asymptomatic (no signs of infection 32% 
of populations) student carriers of Covid 19? 
I would like my child to begin school as soon as possible. He has missed a lot of instruction and does 
better with a routine. 
There is no need to change. 
I would have less of a problem with schools on a pre-Labor Day start IF the school year ended in May. It's 
silly to have the schools in session from Aug to June. Other school systems (e.g. Caroline County) begin 
the year around the middle/latter part of August and wrap up around late May. THIS is more in line with 
college schedules, as well. Until that can happen, I am for a traditional post-Labor Day start. 
I think HCPS should consider adding a few extra instructional day (1-2weeks) given the current pandemic 
causing so much academic loss to our kids. 
Will the Monday after Easter still be recognized? 
The date selected for PTC is scheduled during a time when Hindus celebrates Divali (festival of lights). 
That is a huge celebration that begins early in the afternoon and goes on into the night. This consists of 
meal preparations and religious prayers. I think this would create a problem for parents who would like to 
meet with their child's teachers. 
In my opinion the earlier start is better mainly because everyone is ready to go back to school in August, it 
more aligns with colleges and they get out earlier in June.  The mid-late June ending drags on WAY too 
long.  It also  more closely aligns with all of the private schools in the area. 
My question as a parent, what plans do HCPS have in place to protect my child! Returning to school to 
early without a plan of protection is a disaster. Kids with special needs may not know how to social 
distance, on the school bus, in the classroom, or the halls of the school. As a parent I would rather see 
HCPS e-mail parents a plan rather than bring up the subject as to when schools reopen. The safety and 
welfare of our children are important and counts. Thank you! 
Just leave it alone!  It should start AFTER Labor Day and quit trying to change it every year! 
Henrico county should look into the year round schedule.  Model it from North Carolina. 
How many students are part of the IB program? This choice is only beneficial if the majority of the 
students are impacted. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
We have a standing vacation every year with a financial commitment the week before Labor Day. I think 
many families have already booked vacation for the timeframe you’re looking to start school. The kids are 
used to the delineation of Labor Day being the end of summer and school beginning. We’re already 
suffering not being able to do much, don’t cut summer short. 
Remote school is not working. What are you going to do about making sure kids are learning at their 
correct grade level without being penalized because the Governor closed the state? 
This I will approve. These kids have been out school for a long time, already.  Plus, they still receive the 
same holiday.  This will help them, the students, with an extra two weeks to get adjusted back into school.  
My vote will go to option A. 
I have children in both private and public schools. It would be nice if they could start and end around the 
same time. I would love for this to happen in 2020. 
I like that it allows students extra time before tests.  I would also like the school board to consider a year 
round calendar in the future. 
Faster to summer holidays. 
Please consider the "Extended Year" schedule for the following year. 
Students’ academic testing preparedness is most important. 
I feel it will work for everyone, for me it's a time to regroup as a county employee. 
COVID pandemic would further evolve and give time for families & county to effectively plan for 
distance learning if there is wave two or outbreak in the county. 
As a parent, I’m afraid that with the pre-Labor Day start students will be at risk to the second wave of 
Covid-19. In addition, with all of this disruption to the usual schedule, it would be nice to have the 
traditional calendar to have a sense of stability for the students. 
As much as teachers try to keep students engaged at the end of the year, enthusiasm wanes.  Aligning the 
end of the school year more closely with the end of testing makes logical sense.  Adding two weeks of 
preparation time for our students to prepare for AP and IB tests gives them a more equitable chance to 
succeed to the best of their abilities. This, in turn, is good for Henrico County. 
Children are under enough stress as is.  Don’t take away part of their summer vacation please. 
So many families plan years ahead for vacations, family reunions, and other gatherings through Labor 
Day. I would rather not see a change to the calendar. So much has changed this past year already. 
Aligning our school schedule and calendar with the testing for high school students as well as with a closer 
schedule to private schools and college calendars provides more opportunities for families to be together 
and works toward a more cohesive academic year for families with children in multiple school systems or 
levels of schooling.  It also allows our high schoolers to be better prepared and equipped for exams as 
well. 
Please no more changes right now. I may feel different next school year.... but please keep something the 
same and on a regular schedule.  These kids can't handle one more change this year. 
I like the early start. 
Like that it evens the semesters out and aligns better with higher education schedules. 
The temperature inside my school bus during August is over 100 degrees (F). I will not be driving if "A" is 
approved. 
I don’t see a good argument for starting before Labor Day other than to accommodate testing.  August is 
hot, making learning difficult for everyone. And June is too cold to vacation to the beach. 
Thank you for giving us this opportunity for feedback. :) 
I prefer that students have more instructional time before AP Exams rather than having that extra time 
after SOLs and AP exams are over. 
The later date will allow more time to stop the spread of Covid-19. 
Option A would have been better if the school starts before Labor Day and closes before Memorial Day. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
The longer the social distancing, the slower the spread.  If COVID spreads through people in close 
proximity and primarily indoors, then a school building with few or no windows (e.g. Godwin) represents 
the absolute best possible conditions for communal spread second only to hospitals and planes.  Every day 
we can separate gives our medical community a better chance to respond to still growing numbers of 
cases.  We need our educational system to apply good science, not consensus group-think via a vote. 
Keep option B! No one wants to start any earlier! Summer sports- swimming- softball- baseball all depend 
on us keeping option B! Don’t change it! 
Last two weeks of option B will be unproductive.  Option A is the best choice with the two weeks at the 
fresh part of the school year. 
I am trying to find out if this is just for this school year or for the years to come as well?  I would vote for 
this for this year but not positive that I wouldn't want it to go back once this virus isn't a concern. 
Strongly support Option A.  It puts our AP students on an equal playing field, having the same amount as 
instruction as nearly every other AP student, with so many other schools starting prior to Labor Day.  
Also, the instruction for younger students in June after SOLs has been administered is close to worthless.  
Teachers spend so much time teaching to the test, that when the SOL is done, they don't have anything 
left.  I have children who have completed HS, completed MS, and another still in ES, so I'm very familiar 
with our traditional calendar.  I've never liked it. 
The rest of the Richmond area does opens after Labor Day. Many families vacation in August when rates 
are cheaper. 
Option B makes it easier for working parents to find childcare for summer versus two weeks periodically 
throughout the year 
It’s better to stick with traditional school calendar days. This pandemic has not only affected students but 
also parents as we are working full time but also taking care of kids full time and we need some time for 
vacation. 
MMMUUUCCCHHHH better for secondary.  More time for learning in AP courses.  More time to 
prepare for AP tests.  Great for families with older students in college, to be on the same schedule. 
With the uncertainty of family vacations this option would allow families the opportunity to plan a 
vacation and have more possibility of places being open. 
Would love to have a full week off at Thanksgiving! 
I think doing this, in the middle of a pandemic, when we don't even know what will happen next year, is a 
little callous. 
Longer summer always works better!!!! 
I think it's important for students to return to school in light of COVID 19. 
With school systems across the country moving increasingly towards the “pre-Labor Day” start, and 
AP/IB/SOL testing often occurs weeks before the end of the traditional school calendar, NOT moving to 
the earlier start time is clearly placing HCPS at a disadvantage. This, if education and achievement are the 
top priority of the HCPS administration, the pre-Labor Day start is the only responsible choice. Thanks for 
doing the correct thing. 
I really don't care if we start before or after Labor Day. I chose B since it gives three Friday before spring 
break as a half day. 
Unbelievable that you are finding time to focus on this given the mess the 2020 school year ended up, and 
zero communications for this Fall. I’ve had three children in the system since 2004 and this is a disaster. 
Please focus on the students NOW and stop wasting time on something this far out. 
Lot of parents have summer jobs/longer hours that run from Memorial Day to Labor Day and need the 
school to open after Labor Day to be able to be home in morning and get kids on the bus. 
How does this impact ESY and Summer School with the Pre-Labor Day start? 
Can we revisit year-round options for the future? 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I have a college student who goes back to college that week.  If you start school before Labor Day, then 
my school age child will always miss the first week of school because we have to take my other child to 
college who does not have a car!!! I don't understand who came up with this stupid idea of trying to start 
school before Labor Day!! 
For the safety of our students and the staff, I prefer that school start in Option B. This pandemic isn't 
completely over and I would hate to see our children and staff members effected due to contact.  Waiting 
for a better solution to resolve continuous contact is much needed. 
Starting school after Labor Day is the best option. 
I could care less. You’re going to do whatever you please regardless of what parents think and the proof is 
I’m forced to answer the only two options you give. Please pretend cooperation with some other idiot. 
As a parent, I don't have a strong preference either way.  I discussed it with my son, since he would be the 
one directly affected by any changes, and he said he would prefer Option A, mainly because he liked the 
end of the school year being closer to testing. 
Maybe the kids should go year round where they have three weeks on and three weeks off. 
Please hurry up and change to year round school. 
I just want to know our kids are in a healthy and safe environment for learning. 
We should keep the opening of school after Labor Day. 
My true preference was the third option that you eliminated for year round schooling. 
My older children are in college and this schedule is similar to theirs. 
Would live to see the year round calendar proposed for the following year. 
My family is not really passionate one way or the other.  We're happy either way!  Thank you. 
Absolutely in favor of this schedule. Have been in several school districts in other states and have never 
seen such a late start/finish. 
I prefer Early Finish so I can travel to my country in their vacation time. So win-win situation for me. 
Basically I am from Phoenix (it starts in August ) so comfortable for me... 
It’ll be better if it was the same as normal school years. Changing it up would only make it different. 
Honestly, I would have preferred to still have the year-round option still in consideration.  Studies have 
shown that students' retention is much higher when not dealing with the lapse of summer break.  Not to 
mention, a lot of family vacations would be much easier to schedule if there were additional breaks in fall 
and winter months. 
What if starting before Labor Day but also closing for Friday before Labor Day. 
I like the idea of being more closely aligned with college schedules as we have children at college as well 
as in HCPS. 
Less wasted time after SOL testing. 
This should remain the same. 
More comfortable. 
Bring back the third option - called year-round school calendar. 
I actually think we’ll be fine with either option. That being said, I voted option A to more closely align 
with college release. 
We have family across the country who get out around June 1st and not getting out for an extra two weeks 
limits family vacations we can have. Our school district is later starting/later getting out than ANY other 
school system my family members use. So it’s WAY more beneficial to start pre-Labor Day. 
How would the calendar for the school year starting before Labor Day affect sports? In addition, it gets 
very hot in August and it would not be good to have kids cooped up and it would probably cost more for 
schools to keep air condition running. 
Please minimize half days. Also, think the week of November 1 is not a good learning experience to have 
the students have a day with school and a day without and then a day with school.  In my opinion that 
week will be a waste of time.  Please reconsider that week and other weeks that have an inconsistent schedule. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
These dates are more closely aligned to area private schools, making it easier for families who have 
children in both systems. 
School should start Pre-Labor Day in 2020! 
All year school is my preference with breaks every semester. 
We should be discussing more effective options like Year Round School rather than a couple of days difference. 
It is too hot on playgrounds in August for k-5 students and teachers. 
My survey submittal is only meant if attending school in-person. 
Thank you for all your careful consideration and hard work! 
The students will feel the summer ending too early and we would like to have a vacation before the Labor 
Day and back to school after the holiday. 
I think starting after Labor Day has worked well.  My family often goes to the beach right before school 
starts because beach house prices drop the last two weeks in August.  If we went to school earlier my 
family may not be able to afford a summer vacation which I feel is very important for our family. 
 

I don't feel it would help sports or the kids to start school earlier in August when it will make the fall 
season hotter and then the spring season would start when it is colder.  Doesn't make sense to put the kids 
in those extreme temperatures and practices outside. 
For those who have not completed SAT Option B helps to get it done before school starts (Aug 29th) 
Option A better aligns with testing schedules, which benefits our students. 
I think that there should've been a third iron starting August 30. Why go to a two week jump immediately? 
Also, how can you define good school year when, to my knowledge, there haven't been serious discussions 
about the 2020-2021 school year and discussing if the school year should be extended to make up for lost 
obstruction - especially as the guidance from the VDOE states new material should've been introduced and 
at the K-5 level it wasn't.  If the school year needs to be extended 2021-2022 shouldn't start until after 
Labor Day. Also, to start this early the system needs to address the fact that not all of the buses have AC 
and the windows aren't opened.  August is too hot in the afternoon to not address this prior to making the 
start date shift. 
I just know those last two weeks before school starts after Labor Day is a big time for families to take last 
minute vacations before it’s back to school for the kids. For my family personally that’s when my son 
travels out of state to spend time with his grandparents before it’s back to school. 
Year round would be better! 
I like the way the holiday break down is and school ends sooner. 
There seems to be no great improvement in making this change. We would prefer to keep as-is, the later 
summer vacation allows some families to be able to afford trips that they couldn't otherwise at the end of 
the summer (e.g. beach rentals becoming much lower in prices for the last two weeks of August). 
In favor of early Aug start with Fall and winter breaks. 
Student and families must be able to have vacations without disrupting school times.  That is the main 
point for summer breaks. These students have a harder time getting back into school focus with too many 
breaks. No need to prolong the school year.  Also, based on this difference in calendar the students still get 
out in June.  If they start school earlier then they should end earlier. 
Would also align more closely with college schedules, keeping my whole family on the same schedule. 
Thanks for all you’re doing to figure this out. I’m sure it’s not easy. 
Start after Labor Day, finish before Memorial Day. The last 2-3 weeks is a waste with little education 
happening. There are TOO many days off during the year, tighten up so that it can be streamlined. 
The post-Labor Day start is very beneficial for our family. 
I like an earlier start and ending early June. It allows Labor Day to be a nice break after the beginning of 
school which is very needed and is now spent getting prepared for school. 
I hope we can move to year around school at some point. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
It gives parents more time to get school supplies and back to school clothing for their kids. Thank you. 
For our family there is no benefit to end school earlier because it would translate in higher child care cost 
for the Summer. Keeping traditional days allows us not to send the child to daycare for the month of June 
because we can take consecutive 2 vacations between me and my husband. 
Testing for high schoolers is a big reason I’m for this option as I watched the cramming for my two recent 
HS grads and then “we have nothing left to teach you” after AP, SOLS, etc. I would rather my last child 
start earlier and take advantage of that time for prep. 
Please continue to offer public school distance learning options for those who don't want to send their 
children into the school environment yet. 
Other states start before Labor Day. 
It's most important that the Henrico calendar matches up with surrounding localities (Hanover, 
Chesterfield and Richmond). 
Allows for family to go on vacation last week in August. Also, allows time to study for final exams after 
Memorial Day. 
We need as much time as possible before sending our kids into schools (if at all). Next year may be 
different but this year, it’s all about "the 'rona". 
Why fix something that is not broken. 
Are half days or alternating days going to be considered for the fall of COVID remains a risk? 
School should start early so the kids can catch up some of what they have missed. 
My Answer is completely dependent on the COVID-19 projections and development. I like this option for 
the future. This year, I think we delay start as much as necessary to keep families safe. 
Let’s get school started ASAP!!!! :) 
Prefer the end of your schedule aligning better with AP exams. 
Athletics are already happening in Aug.  Earlier semester ending closer to natural Christmas break.  More 
time to study for instruction prior to AP testing.  Match ACA schedule.  Other school divisions are moving 
toward pre-Labor Day start. Weather should not be considered.  It is just as hot the last two weeks of Aug 
as it is the first two weeks in June. 
Already booked vacation last week in August so would miss a week of school if this is changed. 
I just feel like it has already been stressful enough with all the different changes because of Covid-19 and 
if we can keep things as normal possible I’m all for it. 
Better match with parents summer time off. 
This is more consistent with most dual parent working households and their "traditional" work year and 
holidays. This will allow parents to support days off over the summer time easier than the pre-Labor Day 
start. Most states that surround us, such as MD, have just moved to a post Labor Day start after years of 
not starting at that time, due to the flexibility of schedules, the heat and the parent coverage options. 
We will have more time to finish the schoolwork before whatever "surprises" may hit in Winter or Spring.  
This option offers a better chance of students receiving well thought out and delivered lessons all year 
long. 
I think the school calendar is intense enough and I have children with anxiety.  Summer break is a crucial 
part of recovery for us as a family. 
Should have seriously considered the year round option. That was the best option you could have 
presented. Pre-Labor Day is the next best option. 
Option A makes much more sense than the traditional start date and calendar. Ending so far into June 
simply leads to both teachers and students getting lethargic and barely any work is accomplished the last 
couple of weeks. 
Vacation with our family is crucial and we go with cousins from other states. Late August is the only time 
that works. 
The year could be shorter if not so many student holidays.  There are too many with at least one a month. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
What fall/extra-curricular activities are being referenced as aligning with option A?  I'm not seeing where 
the advantage is in that regard. 
Also, I've heard that option A allows more instructional time to prep for standardized testing?  Has shifting 
standardized testing closer to the end of the option B school year been considered? 
End of August is a popular vacation time for families that I would be sad to lose if we ever moved to 
Option A.  
As a compromise, starting the first weekday of September, regardless of how Labor Day falls, would be 
better than losing a week of August summer break. 
In Virginia and areas north - early June is not always the best sunny summer weather (which can void 
some of the benefits of summer vacation). 
When you begin the year after Labor Day, you will always have an idea when school will begin. 
Option A may not work for families who have children in the college. Usually colleges start around this time. 
An early start to school would jeopardize summer time employment as well as uniquely placed (and less 
expensive vacation time at the end of August). To start the school year early would jeopardize and 
eliminate both of these items which have proved important to a family that depends on the teaching salary 
and summer employment opportunities of the spouse who is a Henrico County teacher. 
Great idea to consider this option. 
Highly recommend implementing year-round school option. That was the best option moving forward. 
This option aligns more with other schools in the state. There are no downside to the students or schools in 
starting school a little sooner. 
The advantages of option A don't seem to be a valid reason for switching the schedule.  We already have 
so much change going on. Let's leave the calendar as it is. 
Option A would be another transition to think about in regards to families mental health and ability to 
prepare for return to school. 
Starting school is August is way too early.  It's summertime, let kids enjoy their summers without the 
added stress of school starting too early. 
Should have done this years ago.  So much wasted time in June!!!!! 
Allow vacation Labor Day before start school. 
Option A - Sounds good. Any plan to cover the missed lesson? 
As an AP teacher, Calendar Option A makes a lot more sense to me.  This will give all AP teachers more 
time with their students, which will help them better prepare for the AP tests in early May.  Also, there 
will not be as much wasted time after the AP tests.  I believe this same philosophy could be applied to 
SOL testing as well. 
Didn’t Henrico drop the ball further than any other AAA rated county in the country?  I would not be 
surprised if Henrico is downgraded two notches for unprepared and responsive to on-line teaching or 
teaching at all.  Now you want to change the day when school starts on the kids that are already depressed.  
Shame on you. 
If a vaccine is delayed until that summer, a later date would give you more time before school starts. It (a 
coronavirus vaccine) may be out well before then (let's hope!) but if it takes longer you may not want to be 
opening early in 2021. 
Kids have been through enough; keep it traditional. 
It allow more time for decreased time for the COVID 19 virus to spread to others. 
Assuming this change will happen in the next few years anyways, what better summer to cut short than 
one that has been effectively super long! 
No, I just prefer the traditional post Labor Day. 
Really not a big deal to me and my student. 
If we have a shortened summer, I expect teacher contracts to reflect that and to be paid accordingly for the 
time worked. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
As a teacher, there are two important advantages to the early start. 1. My AP kids get two more weeks of 
class time before the exam. 2. Our end date aligns better with the SOL testing windows. This would make 
the year more efficient. 
It feels like we actually get a whole summer. We came from an area that began before Labor Day and we 
cannot express how amazing it feels to be here and start after Labor Day! Please keep it as such. 
I feel that school should start at the regular time because a lot of families are out of town in August and it 
wouldn't be fair to the students to have days missing at the beginning of the school year. 
Most families are on vacation in August. Some families have family reunions in August. If you say the 
kids are a priority, then do what they ask and give them the rest of their summers. 
Bring back the year-round school calendar option. 
Thank you for contacting us. 
I feel if a change in the begin date for the school year, this should of been done before the children began 
the summer break.  Parents as myself plan for summers trips and other family plans to the school year 
dates. 
A planned camping trip for August means she would be returning home just in time to turn around and 
start her fifth grade year. Sounds like a lot to adjust to very quickly after a long stint out of brick and 
mortar classrooms.  Thank you for seeking family input. 
Getting an earlier start means we are likely to get thought more instruction time before standardized testing 
begins. 
What King's Dominion would or would not prefer should not factor into your decision. Thanks. 
I would like to see a hybrid of the two calendars.  It is a shame that the summer of 2021 will be cut short.  
Can that be remedied?  If Option A is chosen will fall activities still begin the first of August or would that 
be pushed to mid-July? 
Henrico County has requested a waiver from the state for years to begin before Labor Day.  This is the 
most advantageous option for all students and course tracks. 
Overall, the earlier start date will better align the county with the private schools. This is helpful for June 
extracurricular activities. The idea of the Friday before Labor Day being a student holiday also makes 
perfect sense, as does the timing of the Winter Break. I think this is a very strong calendar option. 
Don't change things up during a pandemic. 
Families already have vacation days based on the previous scheduled. 
I feel this year itself is a great change of this era. We can keep the traditional opening as it and keep things 
simple. I haven't heard any negative comments for the traditional opening until now. It has been working 
well for many years. 
Please reconsider year round option. 
The start time of school is very early, specifically Elementary. Please consider delaying the start time until 
8:00. Other local divisions start later and this seems to work for employees and is better for students, 
especially little learners who have to be outside in the dark so early in the morning. The current time is 
really early so even a small adjustment, even 30 minutes, would be better than what is happening at this time. 
I think that giving a pre-Labor Day start gives the students an opportunity to better transition from summer 
to school. 
I believe it would even be a better idea to start that option this year since students have already missed 
school because of the coronavirus and that way they won’t have to miss those two weeks of summer if it 
starts the following year. Either way option A would benefit the students so much since it aligns with 
others’ schedules. I have also heard teachers go through material very quickly to get through all the 
material for the AP testing and this is something that can be prevented and it would allow students to be 
less stressed and possibly even score better since I have heard even from my student that sometimes they 
don’t review at all because there is no time. 
No comments at this time. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
This lines up better with college kids. Many college kids nanny in the summer for working parents. 
Our family will be out of town the week before Labor Day. 
With not knowing the extent of COVID, we should have more time to prepare and be able to assess the 
new school year. 
Allow more time for current construction projects. It also provides time to help both my college student 
and my middle school students prepare for a new year. 
Children stop working and teachers stop giving work once the SOLs are finished. Once the weather gets 
warm everyone shuts down. Everyone gets tired by the end of August, so why not get started with school. 
Please leave us on the traditional schedule. We have built our work and child care needs around this 
schedule. 
First, I believe that there should be year-round school; but, regarding pre versus post Labor Day, I believe 
that the pre-Labor day option is a better school-year plan in general. 
My own family and I know many other families always take their vacations during the end of August as 
prices are cheaper then.  It is also too hot in August to be in school buildings full time as I know many of 
the AC in the buildings is not sufficient and often fails. 
August is typically much hotter than June.  It does not make sense to have kids going back to school in the 
heat!  June isn't a great summer month weather wise, or at least hasn't been the last 6 years.  Let's NOT 
change the schedule.  In addition, people with College bound kids cannot get kids off to college and start 
their younger children back to school at the same time, spacing is needed! 
I know the School Board will do what is best for all involved at HCPS. The traditional post-Labor Day 
start allows for families to continue traditions of family gatherings and final summer getaways right before 
and during the Labor Day holiday. Thank you for your consideration. 
Delayed start will have more data points of COVID 19 spread across Virginia and gives us a better idea of 
how to react. I wouldn't want kids be exposed to Virus. 
Prefer this option to allow more teaching pre AP and align with college. 
Summer events are done mid-August already and kids are ready for school. 
Prefer this option but how does it affect high school sport schedules for fall Sports? Are they ‘due’ back 
sooner? 
Students seem to get more prep time before exams in this schedule 
While I prefer a post Labor Day start to the school year, this seems like a somewhat artificial discussion to 
be having given that students may not even be able to be physically at school in the fall. I think the focus 
at this point should pivot from 'when' school starts to 'how' school will start during the COVID19 
pandemic. 
This school year, VA schools that started before Labor Day got 2-3 more weeks of in-school instruction 
than our students. If this year's pandemic is an example of what could happen in the future, the earlier we 
can get the students in school, perhaps the more opportunity for them to have in-school instruction despite 
what's happening in the world. Please strongly consider the pre-Labor Day start, especially if school 
systems that border us are planning to begin earlier. 
I favor an all year round school schedule and hope it will be given more serious consideration for 
upcoming school years. 
Please keep the calendar the same for the 2021-2022 school year. Thank you. 
I rather prefer starting the new school year (2020-2021) on September 8th after Labor Day because it’ll be 
a good start and Also I feel as if we were to start earlier it wouldn’t give it enough time to get rid of coved-
19 and it’ll also prevent the spread by a few days. So I think Option B (Sep.8th) will be the most beneficial 
decision to go with! Thank you for your time and your willingness to allow the community to take part in 
such events as these. 
I am in favor of year round school. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I feel as if Option B will be most efficient for the students of Henrico County Public Schools. Thank you 
for your willingness and work that you all do for our children!!! 
Recently my family and I have discussed the two options and as a whole we feel like Option B will be 
most beneficial for everyone! My children agree with Option B as well. We think it’ll be great if option B 
will be used in the near future for the 2020-2021 school year! Thank you for your consideration and for 
including the community in times such as these! 
It depends if there's a vaccination and it's safe for schools to be open with Coronavirus. 
I think for some parents such as myself who still have to work full time during the pandemic, 
homeschooling isn’t really an option. I’m a single Mom and trying to balance everything is difficult. I 
think the sooner the better for educational purposes. I do as much teaching as possible on weekends, but 
most children learn better when they’re not learning from a parent. 
Don’t think the pandemic would clear to even think that was okay. 
If it’s not broke, don’t fix it. 
The warmest months of the summer are July and August.  Why send the kids to school in the extra heat??? 
Why pay the additional electricity bill for cooling the schools? Late August is also a time when businesses 
slow and parents are more likely to secure vacation time from work. If it’s not broken, why try to fix it? I 
highly oppose the thought of altering the start of the traditional school year. I would consider withholding 
my children from school until after Labor Day if the school year were to start in August. 
My children go to Holladay and I want to ensure when they return for the 2021-2022 school year, the 
school is ready. 
The longer kids are out of the classroom, the more they will forget. 
Consider an earlier Spring Break with earlier start. 
Don’t fix something that is not broken. 
It would be my son's senior year and he said it wouldn't matter either way which calendar option, but the 
earlier start date, Option A makes more sense and is more aligned with other school divisions. 
I’d be interested in a year round school option. 
The school board should reconsider the year round schooling option for 2021-22 school year. 
This is good. 
If the start of school was in August, I do not think many kids would attend. Families are still taking 
vacation the last week of summer. 
This would make the school year more evenly spaced in terms of having winter break closer to the middle 
of the year. As a student, I would prefer this calendar. 
I think now is a good opportunity to move it up a week to see how the school year goes. It could help with exams 
being before Christmas and an early summer. If things don’t go well, go back to starting after Labor Day. 
With Covid and the closure of schools this year along with uncertainty of 2020/21, school needs to start as 
early as possible in 2021/22. 
Pre-Labor Day. 
Calendar Option B runs so late into June it can disrupt summer plans including camps and vacations. 
Would love the possibility of the extended school year option to be back on the table. 
As the county appears to be in consideration of a full year calendar in the near future, I believe it to be 
beneficial to leave the traditional, post-Labor Day calendar.  This would reduce the frustration factor to 
families and faculties by having to adjust to changed/new calendars in a short period of time.  Thank you 
for allowing input. 
In general, I strongly prefer an AFTER Labor Day start for all schools. However, given the fact that so 
many other districts start before Labor Day, we really have no choice but to follow that plan. I would 
prefer never having half days on any day but Friday. I would also prefer some additional three and four 
day weekends to enable families to travel without missing school. 
Would rather start earlier and end earlier. Students lose interest at end of year. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Looking at both calendars, they have the same number of days and student days off.  Either calendar you 
chose is fine. 
I'm guessing the cost to the county to speed up the construction on those schools would be costly. Because 
of this and the impact it could have on our taxes (especially after the finance impact COVID-19 is having 
on our economy), I vote to keep the current "post-Labor Day start" option. 
Have already booked vacation property for week of August 23rd for a multi-family vacation which 
CANNOT be cancelled at this time (they have said even with the pandemic) ... and there are no other 
properties available in earlier weeks nor is it feasible for all families to rearrange.  This multi-family 
vacation was carefully planned based on the calendar that was already issued.  Understand we are in 
uncertain times but moving up the start when so many people have already made plans for the summer is 
not the best solution.    
I recommend adding back year round school as an option, disappointed it was removed. I would like to 
suggest a delayed start time for the academic day, even 30 minutes would be easier for elementary age 
students. Look at other local divisions, for example Hanover, for suggested schedule. 
I am interested in waiting as long as possible due to slowly opening things back up and the potential of 
second waves. 
I would consider A with the June 17th being the end of school and a longer winter break. 
Labor Day provides a natural end to the summer and allows kids to focus back on school.  Please don't 
change it. 
I would also like to add that I am in support of the year round school proposal for the future, for purposes 
of consistent engagement with learning and aiding my children in retaining knowledge they have learned. 
Leave it. 
We select the traditional date and would like to mention that the learning option. 
We select the traditional date and would like to mention that the learning option “HYBRID LEARNING”, 
in our opinion, sounds like the best and safest option for the students. We truly appreciate all that you all 
have done to keep us updated and keep our children engaged during this time. 
It's long past time when our students should have been able to begin school before Labor Day. 
In an effort to provide the government and our system time to make safe decisions and planning for all 
families and staff, more time afforded by option B is my recommendation. 
Seniors are doing SATs August 29th, because June was canceled. They need the extra time to study. 
Gotta get those high schools done! 
Why change what has been a tradition for many years. Parents are used to getting prepared to buy clothes 
and supplies during the Labor Day holiday weekend. There are still many summer activities and traditions 
then and Labor Day marks the end of summer. 
1. How does the shift impact families with teachers in one jurisdiction and their children in another 
jurisdiction if the school schedules are different? 2. Are their schools without air conditioning? If so, how 
does an August start impact those schools? 
June 3rd is very early start of the summer break.  The Labor Day weekend right after the school starts 
doesn't make any sense. 
A lot of people may not take these surveys however I know there are a lot of parents as well as students 
who think the traditional way of doing things are fine & should remain the same.... I hope this helps!  
Additional AP learning time, pre Covid and Flu Season start... 
After Labor Day works better instead of going to school for 7 days then being out for Labor Day. 
Aligns more with college scheduling.  I have family in Ohio and Vermont and their HSs have started their 
calendars before Labor Day and it has been successful. 
Aligns with colleges. 
All students and teachers and staff should wear gloves and mask all the time. Cafeteria should inspect every 
day including cleaning. Working areas. Workers and focus on sanitation including all classrooms. Thanks. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
As a mother that works in Chesterfield and has children in Henrico, I just ask that consideration is given to 
what other counties are doing so that two-county families stay on the same schedule. 
As a parent of student athletes who participate in Fall Sports, I've always felt getting them in a back to 
school routine sooner suites them better. 
As a teacher I live in Hanover so my own children would have a different school schedule than me. This 
would make child care an issue. As a parent, I would be concerned that the normal summer break would 
be shorter than normal as students would lose two weeks of their vacation. 
As a teacher, I LOVE starting with a 4 day week with the kids when we come back in Sept/Aug, I'd trade 
one of the many new or extra holidays in the 1st semester for having Monday, August 23 as a teacher 
workday or holiday. 
Be ready for additional school closures due to COVID-19, whichever calendar you follow. I believe that 
teachers and administrators will need additional planning time before the start of the new school year, so 
rushing the start this year seems a particularly bad choice. 
Because of the way my child custody order is worded, the traditional start is better for us as changing the 
school start day would require me to try and get an updated order in place to ensure the best summer travel 
schedule for the kids.  I am sure I am not the only one who has to think about this, just wanted to share. 
Being a Head Football Coach who goes back to work full time on the first Monday in August for the past 
25 years.  I welcome the opportunity to get out earlier to get a couple more weeks off at the beginning of 
summer vacation. 
Best to get the kids back to their normal routines. 
Better aligns with college schedules. 
Better for AP testing. 
Better for students especially those taking AP and IB classes! This is a no brainer! Start school earlier, please!! 
Calendar Option A mirrors the most broadly used school calendars nationwide. 
Calendar Option B ensures that high school graduations would not overlap with college graduations which 
usually occur in May around the country thus making it difficult for families to celebrate all graduates.  In 
addition, many facilities currently used by the county for graduation will be utilized by local colleges they 
have graduations scheduled in advance. 
Can the clerical days between start of the school and January 31, 2021 be instead school days so that 
chances of utilizing them for learning increases in case of relapse of Corona in the fall/winter? 
Change is difficult for everyone and making a change to the calendar at this time is "tone deaf". Please let 
us get through the pandemic, protests, riots first before considering any more changes. Isn't redistricting 
enough for the county?? 
Change is great! 
Changing the start dates would be disruptive to students of divorce where there is already divorce decrees 
in place allotting summer visitation.  I would have to get the entire visitation amended since his Dad has 
him until Labor Day, per school calendars.  I am sure this applies to many children of divorce where the 
other parent lives out of state. 
Consider switching to year round schools, and please follow the other counties and cities school years as 
some of us teachers have children attending other schools. 
Consider virtual school until Covid-19 is abated. It's hard for teachers to teach and ensure that students 
following the distancing rules and all other safety precaution rules. 
Consider year round school sessions with breaks after every quarter. 
Considering Covid uncertainty, gives more time for planning and preparation. 
Could you communicate the possible changes of the 2020-2021 school year in case of a second wave of 
Covid-19? 
Does it really matter because at the end of the day we are all still going to school? 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Don't screw with what works! 
Earlier start will help get additional instruction times in before the winter/spring flu season. 
Early start as long as it's safe. 
Either is fine with us. My kids are still young, but having more prep time for older kids before AP/IB 
testing makes more sense. 
Either of this calendar options are not maximized for student learning or staff well-being. We should look 
at several five day breaks coinciding with public holidays and many religious observations with last date 
of school to be June 9th, 2022. 
Eliminate days after testing with no academic reasoning. 
Family vacation planning is better in late August. Family time is hard enough as it is, don't make it harder 
by changing school dates. 
Given COVID closure of schools, in person instruction needs to be expanded to assure all students are 
receiving the full educational curriculum. I understand the school year cannot be adjusted for this coming 
year. But I would propose that the next school year be started even earlier in August 2021, extended 
further into June or year round school be an option as Hopewell school district is implementing. If Henrico 
County has not considered year round school, this needs to be on the discussion table. 
Given the circumstances surrounding Covid, school needs to now begin before Labor Day. 
Given the times in which we are living, it is totally unnecessary to make these changes now.  Table it for 
the unforeseeable future.  Do not make these changes now. 
Given the traditional schedule of summer camps and family vacations, starting before Labor Day puts a 
strain on scheduling during the summer months.  Our family has an annual camping trip the week before 
Labor Day, as a way to spend time reconnecting before the start of the busy school calendar. An earlier 
start to the school year means not having that time together. 
Given the situation with the pandemic, gives families time to get back to “normal” and prepare for the 
upcoming school year. We have out of state family that we have traditions and holidays with so we have 
things that we have already committed to and they are at the beginning of September. We missed them last 
year with our moves so we are hoping to be able to go to our families reunion and other gatherings this 
coming Summer as well as a vacation. 
Having the school year align more with university calendars will make it easier for the junior and senior 
students to participate in school visits, etc. Also, having the school year align more with the fall sports 
calendar would improve engagement in those activities for all students. 
Having the school year more in line with the college school year start is a big benefit for seniors.  Having 
the school year start earlier gives more flexibility on testing around winter break. Having the school year 
start before Labor Day actually means the athletic competitions will start while the students are actually in 
school. Having the school year start before Labor Day doesn't reduce the time for vacation, with the 
exception of the first transfer year. While some families vacation in the weeks leading up to Labor Day 
may be inconvenienced, what about the families that have been inconvenienced for years on not being able 
to take vacations in early June. Summer vacation schedules should have zero impact on this decision. 
Really should start before Labor Day this year, since everyone was already inconvenienced for the whole year. 
HCPS should strongly reconsider the full year option. 
HCPS spent years telling the public, stakeholders, PTSAs, and the General Assembly that it needed to be 
able to start school before Labor Day for pedagogical reasons.  Apparently, HCPS's position has changed.  
I prefer a pre-Labor Day start with a school end just before Memorial Day.  Unfortunately, that is not one 
of HCPS's options. 
Henrico County already has some of the longest school days. Do not stress the students even more by 
starting school in August, when they are still on vacation! 
Honestly I could care less about when they start school.  I'm more concerned with how you will keep them 
safe and will you have the proper protocol in place before either start date. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Honestly it does not matter to me when school starts.  I just picked one. 
How about a year round option? Or extending the school day a little and giving more Fridays off? 
I actually liked option C the best before it was pulled. Year round would be best, but option A is the better 
choice here. 
I am choosing Option B because it gives us more time to observe the impact of the pandemic and it also 
gives more time for the pandemic to pass. 
I am completely in favor of year-round schooling for future planning. My children actually prefer that idea 
as well. They both have expressed frustration in wasting months on relearning what was forgotten over the 
summer and the ‘wind-down’ at the end of the school year when no new learning takes place. 
I am for year round schooling... 
I am in support of Option B for the following reasons:1. I don't believe the entire school year's calendar 
should be adjusted based on the relatively small percentage of IB or AP students in the county.  And, I am 
a parent of an AP student! 2. I don't agree with aligning sports schedules with the start of school. The two 
should continue to be staggered so that the students can adjust to one thing at a time. 3. It is completely 
unnecessary for the students to go to school for a week and a half or two weeks and then have a four-day 
weekend.  The students will just be getting settled into the school schedule and then have to be out for 4 
days.  This is especially hard on younger students, who may be dealing with separation anxiety, and 
students in the Exceptional Education Program that need to have a consistent schedule.  4. Aligning this 
calendar with college schedules could be very difficult for a lot of families that have high school and 
college students.  If you have a college student starting in mid-August, and potentially going out of state, 
the parent driving them to their school could miss the first day of school for their high school (and all other 
grade level) students at home. 5. If Henrico County were to implement the August start date, would air 
conditioners be installed on all of the school buses? Temperatures in mid-August are still typically in the 
90s whereas after Labor Day it is still warm but not as hot as mid-August. Thank you for your 
consideration and please vote for Option B. 
I am planning on taking AP classes, and it will give us more time to prepare since I heard those who start 
early are more well prepared than those who start later. Normally, after SOLs we don't learn so it would be 
better to just get out of school earlier and not waste time. 
I believe it's better to end school earlier in June. Kids are done by the time June gets here and really so are 
the teachers. I have worked in schools before and can tell you everybody is basically done around 
Memorial Day. 
I believe maintaining the post-Labor Day start is best for this school year especially if the new redistricting 
plan goes into effect. That alone will be stressful and the County may need the extra days for completion 
of the new schools. 
I believe students will fare better with an earlier start to the school year. I have seen the success in other 
counties as well as other states of starting school earlier than September. 
I believe that 11 and 12-month employees would not be able to have any real break if the county adopted 
option A. The reduction in vacation time is not a good idea. What would that look like for faculty and 
staff?  How would that impact pay and morale?  I think the calendar provided is good for parents to see but 
leaves too many questions for those who actually work in the county. 
I believe year-round school could benefit students by receiving instruction without the huge break during 
the summer when they usually forget information. 
I chose A because it has fewer mid-week teacher work days where the kids are home.  I prefer for teacher 
workdays to be on Mondays when possible. 
I chose option A because the students have already lost a lot of time in the 2019-2020 academic year. 
Starting early would help make up for time lost. The only concern is the spread of coronavirus which I feel 
will be taken care of well by the school authorities as they always do a good job. Maybe initially virtual 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
classes methodology could be implemented (school open but whole day online) and then moved to regular 
teaching/school days in the building. 
I do have health considerations for my kids from COVID-19. What protections or precautions can the 
school provide? 
I do not agree with either option. I think schools should remain closed until there are no more reports of 
Covid-19. Social distancing will be extremely hard for children as well as staff. I am deeply concerned 
about my children’s health and safety. I am a nurse and have watched this virus take out (cause death) of 
over half of the facility (patients) in less than a month. 
I do not see any issues with a post Labor Day start.  The only benefit is possibly more school time before 
high school kids take AP tests.  However, I do not see data that our current format hurts kids chance of 
getting into college. 
I do think that outdoor time is critical to the overall health of our kids. My concern with the August start 
date is how oppressive the heat can be in August in Central VA. Of course, this is variable and it can be 
really hot in September (and October!) as well, but I feel like it would be tough to get everyone back to 
school in the summer and then it be too hot to spend time outdoors. 
I don't like the content about the high school opening being delayed. I was looking forward to having my 
son start his first day of high school at a brand new school. 
I don’t think it’s safe to open schools back up in 2020. 
I feel as if option A is better because high school is to prepare students for the next level which, for most, 
is going to college and when you start college they all go back in August so option A would be getting you 
used to that. 
I feel like it would be more challenging for the students to begin school while the weather is still beautiful 
and stay indoors all day long. But I am understanding to both options especially this year. I think that B 
makes more sense UNLESS you feel that the school will be closing again in the late fall due to COVID. If 
the feelings are that COVID will result in the school closing again for a long period of time I say that we 
open early and get as much in-school learning done as we can before COVID strikes again. When it hits 
again, however, I suggest remote learning this year as well due to the fact that this year WILL be worst being 
that it will be active at the same time as the Flu vs. the end of the Flu season. My thoughts. Thank you! 
I feel the half day the Friday a week prior to Spring Break (Option A) should actually be the Friday before 
Spring Break like it is in Option B (April 1st). 
I had the traditional schedule and did fine on my AP tests and got into all four colleges I applied to.  I do 
not see why it is necessary to alter families and camps traditional vacation schedules. 
I have two children.  One attends a HCPS school and one will attend a private middle school.  I prefer the 
Option A calendar as it offers a more consistent school schedule for my family. 
I hope that in the future an extended year-round option will not be ruled out as it was this time. I like the 
idea of more, longer breaks throughout the year, rather than a long summer break. 
I like calendar A because the kids get into school sooner and they get some school time in and if the 
coronavirus comes back around this fall . 
I like option A for all the advantages mentioned plus the semester aligning more closely. I also encourage 
the board to consider approaching a year-round calendar in the future. 
I like plan B. 
I like the idea of a better-aligned calendar with colleges/universities as well as athletic events. 
I like the idea of an earlier start in August and then a week or several days of "fall break" around 
Columbus Day in October. It would give families a chance for a fall getaway. Other schools (in different 
parts of the country) do this and it works. 
I like the pre Labor Day start because it gives the kids time to settle into their classes and learn the 
expectations of the teachers and school.  Then they can jump right into learning the day after Labor Day on 
September 7th.  I know private schools do this and I've always liked it. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
I love the linkage with college timing and the additional time for AP preparation. 
I prefer calendar option A. 
I prefer option A because it would allow me to participate in internships. A lot of internships begin while 
school is still in session. Option A is an effective option for students. 
I prefer option B; however, I mostly prefer Henrico’s school calendar to align with those of neighboring 
counties. I sincerely hope the decision makers use this fact as a key point in their decision making. 
I prefer virtual learning this school year due to COVID19. One of two of my daughters has a medical 
condition. I choose life for my children and I stand by not allowing my children to attend this school year 
without a vaccine in place. If not, I am looking into home schooling and/or alternative schooling for my 
children. The children are our future and we must not think like our president. As the COVID19 numbers 
continue to rise, it is my right to protect my children as a parent at all times if the government chooses not 
to. You may proceed in a way that you need to but I will not risk my children’s life in this process you 
choose to think is right. Thank you kindly and be mindful of the future. 
I preferred option 2 but I do have some concerns about my children going back to school with the Corona 
virus still killing people. A few parents and I were discussing this issue and we were very concerned about 
the safety of our children.  Why can’t the kids have virtual classes Monday through Friday from 8am to 
3pm? 
I really don't see the need to change and I like the current schedule. 
I really liked the year round option that was an option before. 
I see more pros if we start on August 23rd of 2021. 
I see no real reason for starting school in August.  The only reason for starting in August is to get out 
earlier, and that is no justification for changing from the traditional model. 
I support pre-Labor Day but it feels sketchy to make major changes while there’s less public attention and 
less opportunity for community discussion and input. 
I take care of my grandchildren on school days and my work days are on same as school days and my off 
days are just great as the schools holidays I believe this date after Labor Day will be just fine. 
I teach in private school which has the same schedule, and no summer camps extend past the second week 
of August. 
I think it is more safe for everyone. 
I think it would be easier to do one week earlier for two consecutive years. 
I think it would be helpful for Hanover, Richmond, Chesterfield to be on the same schedule as 
teachers/staff work in different counties from their own children.  Based on the experience of COVID-19 
and the disrupted school year, I propose that Henrico consider year round school like in Raleigh, N.C.  
There are many benefits to a year round schedule that would possibly help us navigate the next year--
decrease classroom sizes and help decrease the spread of illness while providing consistency.  Having 
more breaks through the year instead of one long break would definitely be helpful in recharging staff and 
students. 
I think starting earlier would prevent such drastic burnout that happens in parents, students and teachers in June. 
I think that it is too soon for the students to go back this year. They need to make sure that the virus is 
completely gone before the students go back or we will have another outbreak. 
I think that our kids have had enough changes in the year 2020 with the coronavirus and everything else 
that’s going on with school being closed, parents perhaps being out of work, and the possible loss of loved 
ones. Also, option B gives us more time to make sure that we have all the precautions in place to keep our 
kids safe from an outbreak in school and this is absolutely necessary! 
I think that with option A, the one-week spring break is great but for the kids to go back for a week then 
have another day off is too much. Just have the teacher work day April 1 or the Monday after Spring 
Break. For the kids to have a day off every 2-3 weeks is too much. I also think that a week is more than 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
sufficient for Christmas. Have the kids do a half day on the 23rd and be off through January 2 and start 
back to school on January 3. 2022. 
I think this schedule should be considered for the 2020 School Year as well.  It would close the gap on 
learning left by the early closure due to COVID-19 and provide a cushion of time for a possible shutdown 
in the fall due to COVID-19 resurgence. 
I think this topic should be revisited after the school construction has been completed.  I would be in favor of a 
pre-Labor Day beginning if there were not 3 major construction deadlines that would have to be moved. 
I think we need much time to get the Covid-19 vaccination and after that our kids can go to school without 
any of the problems that we have now. 
I think we should start early because we left school early because of the pandemic. 
I think you guys should consider starting early this year as we prepare for another bout of the COVID. 
I understand why you removed the extended school year option at this time, but also wanted to voice 
support for that being an option that will be explored in the future. 
I vote for calendar A because all of the students have already missed so much time from school and if the 
Corona virus would come back this fall, they would already have some time in school. 
I want them back ASAP- they miss school! 
I would have preferred Option A for this year 2020/2021 since the kids have been out of school for so 
long. Other than that I have always loved the Option B because holidays tend to be cheaper around August 
when most schools in the country have opened in August.  There is an advantage with flight tickets, etc. 
I would have voted for option A if it moved Spring Break to the last week of March (a week earlier). 
I would like for you to give kids the option of attending traditional schooling or to remain home through 
virtual school from home. 
I would like the kids to have used book on the school in least copies. 
I would like to comment that virtual schooling should not be an option for starting the new school year. 
I would like to finish early in the year. 
I would love to hear more about a year round option.  I hope that is back on the table for the 2022/23. 
I would love to move toward year round school. 
I would prefer an extended school year where kids go to school year round with periodic breaks. 
I would prefer the early start to allow students the added time to adjust to pandemic-related changes at 
school.  It would be helpful to have more info regarding anticipated safety measures or if virtual learning 
will continue. My husband and I are both essential workers so online classes / distance learning is 
incredibly difficult for us to maintain. 
I would prefer year round schooling. I chose Option A because I think it's smarter to start earlier in August 
(similar to what a few colleges and universities are doing) because I think we'll get another spike around 
November. 
I would prefer year-round school in order to take family vacations during tourism's off-peak season. 
I would recommend starting earlier and ending pre-Memorial Day as so many other school systems across 
the state do. We moved from a school system that did an early August start. I also hope the system will 
seriously research and consider year-round school options. 
I would strongly prefer Option A. But, however things come out, thank you for your hard work.  
Grace and Peace. 
I’m an employee of RPS and it would be more convenient if we remained on the same schedule because 
both school systems would be congruent. 
I’m going to homeschool if the before Labor Day one happens because that is makes summer shorter the 
year it starts. 
I’m in favor of starting before Labor Day but I’d want to postpone it one more year since this summer will 
be so impacted.  It would be nice to have a regular summer next summer and then change. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
If around year school is still going to be considered in the future then why make a change now, shorten 
summer, and then change again.  Hold all changes until it becomes a one and done instead of having the 
kids potentially making two big changes in a four year period. 
If it's not broke, don't fix it. 
If kids start before Labor Day, they can get out earlier.  These kids are missing out on summer jobs 
because so many school districts end by Memorial Day that camps and other jobs are taken. 
If option A wins then you should put out another survey for the next year to see how we liked it. 
If school starts in August it should end in May and the line-up would be more in tune with college. 
If school were to end on June 3rd, when would graduation take place? May ?? 
If stay at home continues through September and into the Fall and Winter, Henrico has to have a structure 
in place to teach children full time. This burden cannot be placed on the parents. 
If the two options presented change for any reason, then a distant learning plan needs to developed, 
communicated, and implemented. 
If there are no changes in the upcoming year, what options will there be? 
If there are plans to start school early in summer then it will be nice to increase winter break for one more 
week and shorten summer break. 
If you are going to schedule half-days, it would be much more convenient to have these on Friday only.  
Monday half-days (which seemed to be the norm for 2019) are pretty disruptive for working parents and 
children trying to start their weekly routine. 
If you choose to go with the earlier option, in my opinion, there should be a longer break at Labor Day. 
Maybe Thursday- Monday off. 
I'm already used to this system and I would like to keep having the same days of summer off for visiting 
families and friends, traveling, and planning. 
I'm from California so Option A is what I did growing up and I feel like it would be better to start school earlier. 
I'm in favor of Option A primarily because it allows more time for instruction before AP exams and SOLs. 
I'm saddened that the year round option was dismissed by the board. I hope that option will be considered 
further. 
In my case, having the month of August to plan my summer vacation always worked better as many 
vacations places are better to deal with it, without the full range of June and July. I’m more organized with 
my work life and preparing my son to go back to school in September. No more changes please. 
In option B, I feel as though having a single half day in February and no holidays in March would put too 
much strain on students. 
Is the good calendar. 
Is this all you do? Who cares if the school year starts a week earlier or later?  And the list of concerns says 
nothing about how either option (a) impacts the ability for HCPS to effectively handle COVID's impact on 
education or (b) impacts minority and lower income families and students.  In fact, the only option that 
may address either of these very real concerns would have been year round school, but that was taken off 
the table. The things that are really impacting our communities -- how schooling was handled in light of the 
pandemic (poorly) and how we are addressing the effects of systematic and historic racism and poverty--I don't 
get any emails or surveys about that.  You all are in a position of power to effect such changes and instead we 
are engaging the whole HCPS community on pre vs. post Labor Day start -- come on. 
It allows teenagers and others to fulfill summer job obligations before school starts. Since we live close to 
Kings Dominion and Busch Gardens a lot of teens work at those locations or at local pools that need them. 
It’s always started post Labor Day so why change now? 
It doesn't seem worthy of a survey and all the banter that may arise. Some people won't be happy either 
way. Just make a decision please. 
It fits with the rest of Virginia. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
It is a mistake not to have year-round school, especially given that we do not know how long we will have 
to deal with coronavirus issues and school closures.  Other parts of the world have year-round school and 
their students outperform our students.  The advantage of continuing as we are is to continue producing 
"poorly educated" people who Trump loves and who are likely Trump supporters.  So HCPS can proudly 
continue to produce potential Trump supporters. 
It is alignment with other extra curriculum activities, college and universities. 
It is better aligned and gives more time for beginning of school activities 
It is our preference not to be on the same cycle as other schools and colleges as it is makes it easier and 
more economic for family vacations. We are also concerned that fall sports would then cut earlier into the 
summer. Regardless, both calendars should consider 9/7 as the 2nd day Labor Day holiday so school is 
closed for Rosh Hashanah. 
It really does make any difference which option you go with; you all will do whatever you want no matter 
what we think! If it’s Option A, I don’t want to come back any earlier for useless training sessions. 
It will be big plus to have option A over B. 
It would be nice if spring break would fall after the Easter holiday and the Friday before, which is Good 
Friday, be a half day or student/staff holiday since we would officially be on spring break for Easter 
Monday and could not have that day counted as a holiday. 
It’s about time. 
It’s too hot for school in August. 
It's too hot in August my kids went to campus style school hot and humid. Also we go on vacation in August. 
Just make sure this virus is completely done with. 
Keep it the same as families will still be on vacations. 
Keep it the same. We love our Summers so please don’t change! 
Keep option B. Kids, teacher and families value there summer! 
Keep the calendar the way it is. 
Keep things as normal as you possibly can for the children. They’ve been through enough this year and it’s 
going to take time to adjust to the changes we’ve made. This is going to be their new normal and we all 
could use some time to adjust. 
Kids have jobs and parents depend on their kids to earn that money for college. It doesn't need to be changed. 
Labor Day is known as the traditional end of summer as far as beach vacations are concerned. Leave this 
as it is. What you should be working on is the blatant racism between the west end and east end schools! 
Feel free to reach out to me and I’ll explain, if you dare. 
Leave start dates the way it’s always been. Families like to use Labor Day as the last vacation before 
school starts. 
Leave the schedule as is. What is the purpose of starting school a few weeks early just to give extra days 
off for Labor Day. 
Leave the start date as it has been for decades now. 
Let them start in the class room. 
Let's keep our traditional school year for staff and families.  Who knows what changes the 2020-21 school 
year will bring because of Covid-19. 
Letting kids enjoy their summers is best for their mental health, not rushing to start schools before Labor Day. 
Lines up better with colleges.  Allows AP students 2 additional weeks to prepare for AP exams in May.  Big 
disadvantage for HCPS students over those students nationwide that start school in beginning-mid August. 
Love that last little bit of Summer at the end of August. 
Many families take vacations in August; it is best to start in September. 
Many families take vacations late in the summer because of lower costs. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Many states are already successfully operating on a Pre Labor Day opening (option A). This also aligns 
with college openings and parents can get all of their children's school items taken care of at the same 
time. I love the idea of option A. Especially as an educator who likes the idea of being on break at the start 
of June. Thank you. 
Many teachers, parents and families of those mentioned have already booked trips, jobs and other 
engagements based on the calendar that was published over a year ago. Changing that calendar in June 
would cause a ripple effect. 
More closely aligned with college instruction and breaks, more instructional time for IB and AP testing. 
More instructional time for students in AP classes.  Earlier closing in June. 
More than ever our kids and families need school to start before Labor Day. 
Most families, as in previous years, have family and vacation plans for Labor Day. Some of these are non-
refundable vacations. Please keep this in mind. 
Moving up the construction schedule is likely a non-issue because they had an additional two months of 
work time due to the shutdown. In addition, the pre Labor Day option is better for the children, who are 
missing the routine of school and because the Labor Day break provides a break time so the entrance back 
to the routine becomes a bit staggered, easing the transition. Thank you! 
My child and I are already accustomed to starting school after Labor Day and option B aligns with what 
we are used to it and I do not want to shorten an already short summer. Thanks 
My child prefers the traditional plan as well as I. 
My daughter will be a senior 21-22 school year and having a shortened summer to do college visits and 
early admission college applications would be more difficult. Having the extra two weeks in August that 
colleges are in but HCPS is not gives extra days to do those visits. Also, it is cheaper to travel those last 
two weeks to make those visits. 
My family always goes on a vacation right before school starts. If school started before Labor Day, it 
would mess with our family tradition. I'm sure there are other families that do the same thing. 
My family enjoys being able to have a late summer vacation sans the competition from the other 
northeastern-midatlantic states. 
My family goes on vacation that last week before teachers go back when the rates are a lot less.  Starting 
school earlier means my family will have to pay more for their vacation or possibly not even be able to go 
on our annual vacation. 
My hope is that for some of the parents who, like my wife and I, have children in high school, middle 
school, and grade school, students graduate on different days. Field day should be able to be held at the 
end of April in cooler weather. 
My original preference was for option A for educational reasons.  I hadn't considered the disruption to the 
construction schedules.  Maybe stick with post-Labor Day until those projects are completed, then go to 
pre-Labor Day. 
Neighboring counties of Chesterfield and Goochland will be on pre-Labor Day start, 
Neither one of these options are very good. What happened to the year-round option? That is a far more 
effective means of re-cooping from the academic losses our children will have had from the Covid-19 
shutdown. Option A adds little value to the student body as a whole, and those considerations only affect 
our students in secondary and that's only if they play sports for the most part. No thank you. 
No reason to start before Labor Day. 
No shortened summer break with this option.  Early start may affect only vacation options for some.  This 
option maintains the traditional school calendar.  No need for change. 
No to pre-Labor Day start!! 
Normally would say A but with the COVID stuff I say delay as long as possible this year! 
Not seeing a need to change since they still get out in June rather than May. 



 
119 

Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Only if the Coronavirus is gone. 
Opening earlier will interfere with plans already in place. 
Opinion from student. 
Option A aligns with the private school schedule much better. Having one child in private and two in 
public, this would make scheduling days off for breaks much easier. Also, we lived in NC for several years 
and school began in August, it was nice to begin early and end early. 
Option A allows for greater instruction in case the Coronavirus spike occurs as the weather turns colder. 
Option A better aligns with other school systems’ calendars across the state. 
Option A is much better because it aligns with colleges. 
Option A more closely aligns with college course schedules. 
Option A seemed skewed toward interests of a select few. School construction schedules should not be 
delayed and staff should not have to lose vacation time. I strongly oppose option A. 
Option A seems to be best for the educational purposes. 
Option A would enhance AP course preparation in high schools and allow longer breaks if necessary 
depending on public health concerns. 
Option B just makes more sense. 
Option B provides the family better alignment for vacation and summer camp. 
Option B should be used. This provides a full summer break without any reductions given so many 
changes right now. Once school gets back to a somewhat normal schedule this fall, a full summer break 
will benefit all families next summer. 
Option B works for my family and will always work. My fear is that during the break period for Option A, 
how would I be able to afford child care expenses during those weeks? I don’t think that is something a 
family should have think about. You go from having to pay $55 for aftercare to having to pay at least $85. 
Some families may not have it to spend! 
OPTION C SEPT 8 TO JUNE 3 (8 HOUR DAYS) SCHOOL BEGINNING 715 ELEMENTARY, 745 
MIDDLE,  815 HIGH 
Our kids aren’t getting a real summer this year because of COVID. I don’t want to have a shortened 
summer in 2021. 
Our previous school district has a pre-Labor Day start. What I had noticed was that there was an influx of 
new school registrations/transfers after Labor Day and absentees the first week of school. Is there a 
financial/funding impact if HCPS will go to pre-Labor versus post-Labor? 
Parents have to have time to establish daycare for before and after care. We probably will be all back to 
work by Sept. 
Please consider an extended school year for the future.  I understand there are concerns about camps or 
day care, etc.; however, these providers will adjust their schedules to follow the school calendar.  This 
pandemic has shown us that we can be innovative in our learning and not have to rely on the same 
schedule/process just because that is how we've always done it.  Many children (including mine) would 
benefit from an extended year process.  Thank you. 
Please consider Diwali and also Samvatsari Day as holiday for a certain ethnic group. 
Please consider having the students on-site.  I understand there is an option for virtual learning for the 
entire school year and I don't think this will be beneficial for the students. 
Please consider online teaching if there corona still exists after September 2021. 
Please consider the corona situation.  This is going to be an unique year. 
Please consider year round classroom instruction for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Please continue to keep the Achievable Dream Academy in mind when coming up with planning. The 
Academy would benefit from its own calendar. 
Please keep the traditional calendar. If the system is not broken, why fix it? 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Please keep the way it is! After Labor Day, thank you. 
Please leave the day school starts alone. 
Please limit the amount of "virtual learning" as much as possible. 
PLEASE start before! So many other school districts and private schools start before Labor Day and get 
out earlier. We need to start changing instead of being stuck in the same pattern year after year. 
Please start school earlier.  It’s better for children to be in school earlier given flu season starts in 
November.  Covid is likely to return then and kids need in class instruction time prior to flu season. 
Please consider sticking with a traditional opening (post-Labor Day Start); as that would have the least 
effect on area businesses that count on Labor Day travel and additional sales from tourism, etc. 
Post Labor Day because we really don’t know when will see a decrease in the COVID-19 so why rush the 
kids back to school when they can return as traditional before there’s an outbreak in the schools and 
everything will have to be shut down again. 
Pre Labor Day start would align with most the county schools across US. 
Precautions for all students and staff health.  Compulsory masks and social distance. 
Prefer all of June available. 
Preferred option would still be year round calendar. In light of everything going on, it seems evident we 
can make the school day more efficient and impactful for the children. Lengthening the school year in any 
way does not seem to make sense. 
Pre-Labor Day, starting that early in the summer is a terrible idea.  Also, the 2 weeks off for winter break 
is excessive; starting break on Thu, Dec 23rd and going back on Jan 3rd is more than enough time off from 
school. 
Provide or have available extra help after school so children who is need can utilize it. This might help 
those who need to catch up. 
Regarding your calendar: although Diwali, Eid al-Fitr, Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah are mentioned, I 
don’t see Christmas or Easter anywhere. Is Christianity considered non-pc? Yet every other religion is 
relevant? Disappointed to say the least. You do realize that our kids are okay with diversity-they don’t see 
the cultural differences in color or religion. It’s the adults that make it complicated. 
Resubmitting because I think I may have accidentally switched my answer to “late start” when my phone 
slipped as I submitted my initial survey. I wanted to be clear that I believe an “early start” is best. 
School needs to start before Labor Day. It was mentioned during the school board work session that there 
is about a month of flow in the schedule for the new construction taking place at Tucker in Highland 
Springs. We should not delay such an important need to start school early with such a large cushion for a 
limited number of schools. 
School should continue online- there are too many kids per room! How are you supposed to implement 
social distancing in the classroom?? I vote for ONLINE SCHOOL until we have lowered the cases of 
Covid-19. 
School should start after Labor Day and end at Memorial Day.  There is too much stress in the lives of 
kids today, they should be out playing, imagining, creating, etc.  Childhood is so short and the countless 
tests and grade focused feedback isn't developmentally appropriate for elementary aged kids.  Perhaps 
offer extended learning for parents who need the childcare, so they can work. 
School should start Pre-Labor Day this year! 
See you after Labor Day. 
Start after Labor Day. 
Start earlier so our kids can have more instruction time to prepare for the AP exams, SOLs, etc. So many 
kids are already attached to the school for sports, band, etc., starting in mid-August, it just makes sense to 
have them doing the academic work as well so we can reap all of the available benefits, including getting 
out early in June with the rest of the non-public schools!  Thanks! 



 
121 

Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Starting the school year on a Wednesday is absolutely ridiculous. Majority of parents will need to find 
child care for Tuesday, September 7, if you make that a school holiday. 
Stop change and get rid of all the stressors our kids face when it’s time for SOL’s. 
Stop messing with everything...leave the schedule/calendar alone. 
Stop the insanity.  Traditional calendar.  Traditional Holidays.  Change for the sake of change is no virtue.  
Focus on actually teaching reading and math. 
Students have encountered enough changes and will continue to face more changes throughout the next 
school year. The calendar for the following year should remain the same to provide some type of normalcy 
for them. 
Students who wish to attend summer school should be able to begin summer school classes in June. 
Teachers and HCPS families have children that they need to take off to college. Very few colleges have 
move in days after Labor Day.  Post Labor Day opening would allow everyone in the family to be part of 
this milestone in a family's life.  The heat of August is far more excessive than June.  The buses will be 
ovens on wheels.  The smallest student in HCPS, who are not used to being in a classroom setting for more 
than 3 hours will now not be able to go outside many days due to excessive heat.  If you can guarantee 80 
degree days with low humidity in August, then this is not an issue.  We know how hot it still is in 
September.  Many families go to the beach the week before Labor Day due to the reduced rental rates. 
Hard enough to start school but especially for the younger children, starting and then a week of for a 
family vacation, the children go through separation anxiety twice.  High school students are still working 
through Labor Day and MANY need to earn money to help their family and also save for college.  There 
are far more reasons to do a post Labor Day opening than a pre-Labor Day opening.  Is testing is your 
reason, hopefully this pandemic has proven that there is far more to education than data and test scores.  
Be a leader in education and make a stand on the importance of education and human relationships than 
every child is a data point. A post Labor Day opening tells everyone that Henrico County is concerned 
about the whole child and not just the ones who get high test scores.  Make well rounded, compassionate 
contributing citizens not only those who can rattle off test answers. 
Thank you for all of your hard work during such difficult times. 
Thank you for giving the opportunity to take the survey. It is not safe to open the schools in this pandemic 
situation. Maintaining Social distancing will be a bit more difficult. If school district is planning for virtual 
classroom lessons Either plan A or Plan B will be fine. We have full confidence that HCPS always do best 
for the students and employees safety. Thank you so much for your continuous support. 
That suits our lifestyle!!! Really appreciate this!!! It would be great help for us!!! 
The additional time in August provides students an opportunity to attend summer camps that are held 
throughout the month of August.  In addition, high school students would have the opportunity to visit 
college campuses late in the summer without missing school days. 
The air conditioning units in the school where I teach have a hard time working when it isn't hot out.  I 
cannot imagine trying to survive those conditions in August.  My a/c unit was blowing out hot air when I 
went to pack up my classroom last week, which was the last week in May. 
The argument that there are more instruction hours before the APs and exams was most convincing.  
Please continue to include the Monday after Easter as a holiday. 
The children have been out of school so long. I believe starting August 23 is a good thing. The children 
need to get into a routine of normalcy. They have missed so much as it is. They really need to be learning 
now in a classroom setting. The computer work is okay, but they need real learning. Starting earlier than 
August 23 would be even better. 
The delay is necessary to allow for a buildup of track and trace. We can’t start schools without some 
assurance kids are not ill. 
The early start will be good for SOL preparation and the early end will be good for summer swim team. 
The end of August is more affordable for families to vacation.  Family time is the most important time. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
The kids need a sooner start since so much time has been missed. 
The last few weeks of school don’t usually teach much.  We’d rather get summer started. 
The later start will allow for a likely resurgence of the coronavirus. I would even consider an option C, 
where the school calendar is delayed into October. This would coincide with coronavirus related 
transmission within the county. 
The normal re-opening of schools should ensure time to thoroughly clean and sanitize them and to perform 
trace testing. 
The only issue I have with the pre-Labor Day calendar is that one time summer break reduction so if there 
were a workaround that would be ideal. 
The pre-Labor Day calendar start seems much more intuitive and allows for a better flow to the year. 
The pre-Labor Day start puts our students more in line with start dates of other schools in surrounding 
communities. 
The school should consider a more effective contingency plan around virtual classrooms. The school 
should pro-actively test the contingency plan by having a virtual half day curriculum monthly to make sure 
that technical issues are resolved and to make sure that poor kids have tablet and internet access to better 
prepare for unplanned events that may impact classroom instruction. XXXX XXXX 
The way this survey is done already proves that the decision is made. When introducing change, normally 
Plan A would be the existing schedule. By making the existing schedule Plan B, it confirms my opinion 
that Amy Cashwell has already made her decision and is only offering a survey as a way to appease 
parents. 
The week in January when Monday, the 17th is a holiday and the Friday is a half day is a poor use of time. 
As a former Henrico County teacher, I think it would be more helpful to have a half day closer to the 
report card due date.  Having time off on both Monday and a Friday makes instruction and student focus 
more challenging. 
There are some days designated as a holiday. Never heard of these holidays. Students receive a day off, 
just state HCPS is giving students a day off. November 4th and May 3rd....never heard of that being a 
holiday. I remember growing up when we called Winter holiday break Christmas break and Spring Break 
Easter break. SCHOOL NEEDS TO OPEN ON TIME, SEPT 8TH....the kids already lost a quarter of this 
school year. Re-open school. Majority of parents want school to re-open. 
There is nothing wrong with the current schedule, why change it? 
There is so much turmoil and uncertainty in the world right now, keep the calendar the same for now. 
These options seem set up because someone wants to get option A.  Both are terrible in terms of what most 
families want.  Why not start on August 31?  Yes, Labor Day is late this year - but I have been in a system 
that starts in Option A zone - multiple weeks before Labor Day – it’s a terrible idea - worse than starting 
Sept. 8.  Aug 31 would be the sensible date when Labor Day is so late. 
They need time for AP. Less rushed school year to complete AP. 
THEY NEED TO BE IN SCHOOL LEARNING, ESPECIALLY WITH MISSING SO MUCH B/C OF 
COVID! 
This is a better option which gives students an early start but keeps the same number of school days. It will 
allow students to enjoy the whole summer starting from early June and be at school at tail end of summer. 
It also aligns with other states school calendar. Students will be able enjoy summer around the same time 
with rest of the nation. 
This makes a lot of sense as far as academics are concerned, and also when students come back from 
spring back they are "checking out" from learning. 
This option provides for more instructional time since the SOL tests are administered in May and the last 2 
weeks of school always seem to be less focused on instruction. SOL testing should remain in May if 
Virginia continues with SOL tests. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
This schedule is more in line with the rest of the country starting pre Labor Day and also more in line with 
AP schedules.  There is absolutely NO reason to continue with a start after Labor Day. 
This summer is not going to feel like a real summer due to Corona Virus. It’s not fair to take away a week 
of summer from the kids next summer. 
This will give students an opportunity to make up some of the work they missed this current semester/quarter. 
This would align with many other school systems in the state.  In addition, it would be an advantage for 
those families who have older siblings in college as the beginning and endings of the school year would 
not be as far apart. 
This would be the best because it would also align with the many other school systems in the Southern part 
of the US, and align with many of the child care and day care options in the Henrico County area. 
Too many disruptions affecting students, parents and personnel caused by a pre-Labor Day start.  Better to 
stay post-Labor Day. 
Traditional post-Labor Day start allows parents the opportunity to prepare their children for the new 
school year. 
Try to engaged other local school systems to make similar changes. 
Unless all summer programs, summer camps, and child care programs change their schedules as well. It 
will be a nightmare to implement. 
Until we have more information supporting the need for changes you should not upset the status quo. If the 
main reason is earlier holidays I would say your time in this effort has not been well spent. Also, the 
current pandemic situation has put a lot of stress on everyone. Now is not a good time for such deliberation. Do 
you have statistics to support that Option A, pre-Labor Day start, is academically (or otherwise) mutually 
beneficial for the students, parents/guardians and teachers? What feedback have you obtained from students, 
parents and teachers? Does Option A shift traditional exams/SOL testing schedule? 
Vacations and travel sports take place pre-Labor Day.  Would like for that to continue.  Thank you. 
Vacations are a very important time for family and for some people vacationing at the end of August is 
more affordable for families and might be the only time they can go. There are also benefits to not being 
on the same vacation schedule as everyone else across the country. 
Vacations have already been planned and paid for, beach cottage refund will not be given based on 
conversation with realty company. 
Want to start after Labor Day. 
We are not allowed to take vacation in June so it would be impossible to take time off to spend with our 
kids in June. 
We came from Goochland so we are used to August. 
We have a vacation scheduled for the last week of August, hence my decision. 
We have already put non-refundable money down on a family vacation before school starts. If such a 
change is made, I think more time to plan is needed. In addition, since we start after Labor Day, vacation 
spots the last week are usually “non-peak” prices - making family vacations more affordable and feasible 
for some family that otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford it.In the long run, probably not a reason more 
important than what’s best for education. But something to consider. 
We have had some struggle with on line courses with our children. They cannot learn the material as they 
do in a class setting. It’s a daily struggle. Especially with my child who will be entering 9th who has an 
IEP and struggles unless he hears and sees the material. I prefer the regular start date. 
We have wanted a pre-Labor Day start for a long time. Thanks! 
We just kindly ask and explore all options to have the children return to school in the fall, not be myopic 
about NOT sending them based on Covid19 concerns. 
We need to get students back to school sooner rather than later.  The 90 minute per week limit on 
instruction over the last 3 months has done real harm to our kids. 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
We need year around school, given the amount of days that you have been out of school due to the 
pandemic. Please work on this. Our children need not only the education instruction aspect, but also the 
socialization 
We pay a lot of money to belong to a private, members-only pool.  If school starts before Labor Day, this 
will drastically cut in to our pool time that we are used to having. 
We select the traditional date and would like to mention that the learning option. 
We should be starting earlier this year due to the pandemic. Preparing for 2021-22 instead of this fall is a 
missed opportunity to respond nimbly to a crisis that has impacted children across Henrico since March. 
We should still consider the extended year round school schedule. Children have lost so much educational 
time in the classroom due to Covid-19 and an extended school year wouldn't have been bad at all for the 
upcoming school year. Thank you for all you do each and every school year! 
We shouldn't make any choices till we know what will happen this school year! 
We vacation late August with extended family across the country and would never want to end that 
tradition. 
What about shifting to even earlier in August, so that the 1st semester ends before December holiday 
break? 
Whatever option is chosen I hope they will be aligned with the other school divisions. 
While I favor a pre-Labor Day start, I also think it is important for the school systems in the Richmond 
Metro area to have similar schedules. My daughter attends an elementary school in Henrico County, but I 
am a teacher in Richmond City. I know many families with similar circumstances. Moving forward with 
changing the school year without consideration for other districts will create child care issues for many 
teacher parents. 
While I’m not a fan of the standardized testing that is so commonplace it is absolutely ridiculous that 
Henrico County students are at a two-or-more week disadvantage from students within the same state year 
after year. Not to mention AP and IB tests and the disadvantage those missed extra weeks of classroom 
time give our students. For a school system that prides itself on its educational system, this is an obvious, 
needed and long overdue move. 
Why change leave it as it is. 
Why change what works. 
Why change? Why not stay the same? 
Why not consider starting school on August 1st.... The distant learning has been very UNSUCCESSFUL 
and a lot of children will slip through the cracks.... For the overall health and well-being of the children 
you should replace option B with school start of August 1. 
Why upset the apple cart now since we do not have any consistency for next year at this time?  So in 
essence it would be a total upheaval for the entire county if we started to move things around too quickly.  
Let this pandemic pass and then we can go back to looking at pre-Labor Day options more carefully. 
Will this go along with the options as far as how they will be attending whether it be online in classroom 
or what have you? 
With all of the unexpected changes that happened with the pandemic, it seems that keeping the school 
calendar similar to prior years might provide a sense of "normal" and might give some comfort. Also, 
without knowing how the pandemic will affect social distancing measures even in the next couple of 
months, planning for a later start day also gives us more time to prepare for any necessary changes. 
With the school closing in the last 18 weeks I think this would be the better option since we came from 
Florida we are used to them going back then. But my only concern is how will this affect kids who are 4 
and when they need to be four to start prekindergarten? Will the date they need to be 4 change or will it 
stay the same? 
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Are there any comments/considerations/suggestions you'd like to share with the School Board 
related to your calendar preference? 
Would like for the calendar selected to align with surrounding counties. For example, align with Hanover 
County's calendar like it always does. Thank you! 
Would love school schedules to more closely align with college schedules as we think through family 
vacation time as our kids age up (3 kids, spread across 6 years). 
Would prefer Calendar Option A. 
Would prefer September start to align with plans for the summer. 
Would put us more in line with just about every other state that I am aware of. 
Would still like year around schooling to be considered. 
Would want to see the same start date for students in private placement. 
Yaaaaassss. A makes sense if we don’t get rid of testing issues! I say consider it for this year as well- and 
please don’t stop reading because I said that. If we don’t have athletic calendars (this fall) due to Covid, 
then that takes a big burden off of the switch. Field trips seem unlikely, so there’s that ease as well. Just 
saying, especially if it’s online learning, that it should be considered!! Ask the people!  
Unprecedented times call for unprecedented measures, right?! Since we’ve had an extended break from 
school, perhaps this is the year to start early. Benefits: 
1. Prevent more regression due to time away  
2. Provide structure at a time when nothing seems to make sense 
3. All of the benefits of the following year early start (2 weeks extra prep for AP exams and SOL testing)  
4. Like the Notre Dame model, starting early could buffer two weeks of missing between thanksgiving and 
winter break and potentially assist in preventing germ spike 
Year round schooling or extended year schooling needs to be considered and put back on the table for 
discussion.  It would allow for schools to better handle what they are facing with Covid-19; for example, 
more breaks to help to sanitize buildings, playgrounds, equipment, etc. better; providing more breaks in 
case of Covid-19 outbreaks; allowing faculty, staff, and students more breaks to deal with what everyone 
is facing during the Covid-19 pandemic.  Please put year round schooling back into the discussion.  
Thanks for considering this option. 
Yearly vacation times for our family. 
Yes, in the future I feel this survey should be linked to an email address to prevent the same people from 
voting more than once.  At this time, it doesn’t seem like this is prevented for any of your surveys.  Thank 
you for listening. 
Yes, please start before Labor Day. 
Yes. My daughter used to attend a private school so I had 9 years of experience with an option A type 
calendar. In my personal experience I felt it was beneficial to both the student and parent(s) in starting and 
ending the school on an early timeline. Even if additional days are needed at the end (due to closures 
during the school year) I think the option A is still the way to proceed. It may be more of a psychological 
boost but having that fresh start and an early ending was always a pleasure. 
Yes. The children should continue with the virtual learning sessions for at least a year. The regulations are 
impossible to adhere to. 
You all need to stop having religious holidays as school holidays. It is a terrible message to send regarding 
the separation of religions from public life. Sad that you all pander, one day per world religion. Put school 
holidays on Monday or Friday. If it's a National or State Holiday, as Election Day now is, so be it. Stop 
pandering. 
You are advising people wrong about the start of school colleges!!!!!! You are trying to sway people for a 
before Labor Day start and that is Very Wrong!!!   Keep the schedule the same!!! 
You can't please everyone so leave the calendar as it has been. Why the change ? 
You should be more concerned on how children will go back to school in the fall of this year 2020!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
You've asked for preference. Option B would be my preference. 

 


	2021-2022 Pre- Post-Labor Day Calendar Survey Results_No Appendix
	2021-22 Calendar Survey Comments

